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Stone Lake Elementary 
School opened its doors to its 
first group of students on 
August 20, 2000.  There have 
been many changes over the 
years, but Stone Lake 
continues provide the best in 
education for its students from 
K - 6th grade.  To celebrate 
this special milestone, our 
administration, staff, and a 
group of parents are planning 
many fun activities throughout 
the year. There will be a 
culminating event at our 
annual Ice Cream Social at the 
end of the year.. 
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Note From the Editor

This is the first edition of the Stone 
Lake Gazette.  The staff includes 20 6th 
grade students representing all four 
tracks.  I would like to acknowledge 
these journalists for their hard work 
which includes:  attending weekly 
meetings, researching facts, 
interterviewing people, note taking, 
typing rough drafts, editing, and taking 
photos.  They are dedicated to give you 
the very best in school news.
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Things to know about 
Mrs.Angie

By: Ayla Towne

How much do you know about 
Mrs. Angie? Mrs. Angie is very 
social and fun to talk to. She 
told me that she has worked at 
Stone Lake for about three 
years now. Her favorite part 
about her job is when the cute 
kinders pretend to be old on 
their 100th day at school. Mrs. 
Angie has been married for 28 
years, and she has two 
children. She absolutely loves 
meeting new families in the 
office. Her favorite hobby is to 
garden because it is relaxing. 
She also likes to go to Cancun 
when she knows it’s time for a 
family vacation. It was a lot of 
fun seeing her. I hope I'll get to 
see her soon!

Getting To Know 
Mrs. Erika

By: Elmina Gljiva

Mrs. Erika is a wonderful, 
funny, kind, and interesting 
person. She is also a true hawk. 
Mrs. Erika has worked at Stone 
Lake for the past 5 years and 
after all those years her favorite 
memory is throwing Cheetos at 
Mr.Beard.  No wonder she said 
working at Stone Lake is fun. In 
her free time, Mrs.Erika likes to 
go to the gym and work out. She 
also loves pizza and water. I 
wondered what job Mrs. Erika 
would have if she was not at 
Stone Lake.  Out of all the jobs, 
she said she would be a 
hairdresser. I had a lot of fun, 
talking with Mrs. Erika. Make 
sure to give her a fist bump if 
you stop by. 

Things to know about 
Mrs. Carla

By: Charity Duong

If you don’t know Mrs. Carla, 
she is one of our lovely office 
staff and has a great sense of 
humor. She has worked at 
Stone lake for almost 12 years, 
and she loves to watch 6th 
grader promotions. Her 
favorite or one of her favorite 
co-workers at Stone Lake is 
Mrs. DeArman since she is her 
partner in crime. Mrs. Carla’s 
favorite place to visit is Hawaii 
and her dream vacation is to 
travel to Italy with family. 
Lastly, her favorite place to eat 
is at Sushi Cafe to eat sushi. I 
hope you’ve learned something 
new about Mrs. Carla and 
make sure you give her a high 
five when you see her. 

Here’s a chance to meet the ladies who 

greet you when you enter the office doors.



Mrs. Houston is currently teaching 6th 
grade A track. I can’t wait to tell you 
many great facts about her!

How long have you been teaching in 
your whole career?
I've been teaching for 23 years. 

What word or character trait would 
you describe yourself and why?
I would say I’m passionate because I care 
deeply in all things I do.

 When did you start teaching 6th 
grade?

Getting to know 

Mrs. Houston
by:   Athena Chen

I started 6th grade 10 years ago.

What is your favorite movie?
I like to watch Pretty Women.

What are your important or favorite 
hobbies and why?
Art, photography. This takes me to my 
happy place.

Mrs. Houston one of the funniest teachers 
you could possible have. Her sense of 
humor will bring you joy and happiness.  

Have you heard of the new teacher 
Mr. Esguerra? Well if you haven’t let 
me tell you some interesting facts 
about him. Let's start with the first 
question.

When you were a child did you 
think you would end up as a 
teacher?
No, the last thing I ever thought was a 
teacher. As a kid, I had to study very 
hard to get good grades.

If you could pick any grade what 
grade would you pick to teach?
6th Grade is my favorite, but I’ve also 
taught  kindergarten, 2nd, 3rd, 5th, 
and a combo class.  My all time

Getting To Know 

Mr. Esguerra
By:  Dana Hau

favorite is 6th grade. 

What are you looking forward 
to this year?
I’m looking forward to learning more 
about this school and its community.

How long have you been 
teaching?
I’ve been teaching for 12 years, so 
this is going to be my 13th year of 
teaching.

My perspective of Mr. Esguerra is 
amazing. He is the perfect teacher 
and will impress you with his 
personality.

THINGS YOU MAY BE WONDERING 
ABOUT MRS. ERICKSON 

BY: Christiana Juana

Mrs. Erickson is another new teacher to 
Stone Lake!  I had a chance to interview 
her.

For how many years have you been 
teaching for?
16 years. Before teaching, I worked at 
Intel.

Why did you choose to teach at Stone 
Lake?
I chose to teach at Stone Lake because 
my son lives close by.

What schools did you teach at before 
coming to Stone Lake?
I taught at Sac City, Elk Grove 
Elementary, and also Jackson 

Elementary School.

What were your expectations when 
you came to Stone Lake, and how 
were they met?
I thought I would meet wonderful new 
students and I did.

How are you getting along with the 
teachers and students?
I am getting along with them just fine.  
They are very kind and welcoming.

What ideas do you have to add to 
Stone Lake?
We could have a Soccer Team since we 
have Soccer balls.



Penny Wars is a fundraiser event that is taking place from 
September 11th through 18th. You can donate your spare 
change to the school. But it’s not just some boring old 
fundraiser, each grade is a team. It goes from 
kindergarten all the way to 6th grade. 

Tracks in the same grade must work together to donate 
pennies and dollar bills. Donating pennies will give you 
points. Each penny is worth one point. You can donate 
dollar bills also. One dollar is worth 100 pennies. 

But that’s not it! You can lose points also. That’s where 
the silver coins come in.  The  silver coins are worth 
negative their value. But you don’t want your classmates 
using silver coins to lower the amount of points your 
grade has.  That’s why you use silver coins on different 
grades. 

Each jar is counted every day.  Your team might be at the 
top on the first day, but you could be at the bottom the 
next day. 

Penny Wars Has Started!
By: Daniel Kooyman and Preston Chang

Three quarters, four dimes, and four pennies … That is 
the most coins you can have without being able to make 
change for a dollar. Speaking of change, do you have any 
change that you’re not using?  If so, Penny Wars is for 
you! 

After that, we interviewed the president of the PTO, 
Sabrina Raasch. She had a couple of responses. The first 
question that we asked her is do you have a goal of 
proceeds to earn. Her response was, “There is not going 
to be a goal. We just want to improve the technology in 
our school.” Our second question was if there were any 
new incentives for the children. Her response was, 
“We're going to have more small prizes, but the biggest 
prize is going to be a DJ party.” 

Are you excited for penny wars? We know we are! So, 
help our school, donate coins, and we hope your grade 
will win a prize!

If you forget about your pennies on the first day, don’t 
worry, Penny Wars continues for 6 school days!  

This event is meant to be fun and not an aggressive 
competitive event. We have interviewed a few students 
from our school. The question was:  Do you have any 
strategies in mind for Penny Wars? They had a few 
different responses. The first person’s name was Antonio 
G. in 6th grade. His response was, “Tell people to bring 
pennies to school.” We interviewed Dillion K. from 3rd 
grade. His response was, “Get pennies, and attack other 
players.” We interviewed one more person.  Her name 
was Jade M. in 6th grade. Her response was, “Get lots of 
quarters and subtract the other team’s amount of money.”  



Kids in the Quad
By:  Matthew Tulli and Yuki Tse

   Grade 1                 Grade 2                Grade 3

     

     Kaleb
“My favorite thing 

to do at recess is to 

play basketball.”

       Zoe
“I like to play with 

my friends.”

     Julia
“I like to play 

four square.”

Grade 4

Daniel

“I like to play 

four square.”

Grade 5

Annabella
“I just like to walk around the 

yard.”

Grade 6

Tristan
“I like to talk to 

friends.”

What is your favorite thing to do at recess?



Recess Games-Basketball
By-Joshua Fong

What is a game that involves shooting a ball into 
the hoop? If you guessed basketball, you are 
correct.

Basketball is fun and exciting, but only if everyone 
plays by the rules. Stone Lake has 5 basketball 
courts, 2 small courts, and 3 bigger courts. The 
rules are fairly simple. There are 2 teams of 5 or 
less. Each team tries to advance the basketball 
toward the opposing team’s basket. They can do 
this by dribbling or passing. However, once the ball 
is held with both hands, you can only pass or 
shoot. Any shots inside of the 3-point line are 
worth 2-pts, any shots outside of the 3-point line 
are worth 3-pts. 

There has been some issues concerning basketball. 
Students have said that fouling (pushing, shoving, 
etc.) has been excessive. This has led to injuries 
and vocal fights. Some students have even pointed 
out that some courts are rigged. 

There have also been many positive comments. 
Almost all of the students that I surveyed have said 
that basketball is fun, exciting, or  unique. 
Personally, I think that the game is fast and action 
packed-when people play fair.



Recess Games-4 Square
By-Sarim Mahmud

Recently, four square has been dropping down in 
popularity.  I went up to kids who play four square 
to see what they think about it. 

Most of them were saying that they like the game 
but they have a problem. The problem is arguing.  
In Four Square, you are supposed to pass a ball.  If 
the ball lands inside your square, you’re out.  If the 
ball is hit outside of your square, you’re in. The goal 
is to try get the other player out. 

To hit the ball, make sure you hit under hand. If 
you hit the ball over hand, you’re out. 

There are roles each square has. The first one is 
joker, which is the first square. The second one is 
queen. When someone is out from queen, the 
person that is joker goes to queen. The third one is 
king. When somebody is out from king, the queen 
becomes king. The last one is ace which is the best 
square of them all!  They get to serve the ball. 

This is where the problem happens. The first one in 
line is called the judge.  The judge can call 
someone out or do a redo. Some kids do follow the 
rules, but in some cases the judge calls someone 
out on purpose or mistakenly calls someone out. 

I think we should change the judges’ power. 
Instead of only the judge calling out, I think we 
should do a vote with the players. So when judge 
calls out, the judge will have a vote. If the majority 
of the players say yes, then the player is out. But if 
the majority of the players say no, then they stay in 
the game. 

We can improve four square, but we can’t do it 
without you. Make sure everyone has a great time, 
and most importantly be HAWKS during recess!



The Shade Structure 
By Kimiko Tamayo & Ray Liu

They had to do many steps in order to make 
this building successful. According to 
Anthony Simas, “First, we have to drill 
holes on the black top. Then, we put poles in 
the holes and fill it with cement. Next, we 
use bolts to connect the frames together. 
Finally, we put the roof on it.” 

They used a bunch of tools such as, 
hammers, drills, scissors lift, forklift, and a 
Bobcat. The poles are made out of metal. 
The roof is made out of aluminum. 

When the roof is finished and ready to go, 
we’ll be able to have a new, peaceful, and 
shady place to go during our free time!  
Thanks to the workers who helped build it.

What Do You Use Your Phone For?
By Hayleigh Gudel and Suri Yuen

Do you like to be on your phone? Well, we 
took a survey to see what 5th and 6th 
graders’ favorite thing to do on your phone 
is.  Can you guess what it is? You will have to 
wait till the end to find out !

Suri and I went out during the 5th and 6th 
grade recesses to talk to kids. We surveyed 
over 40 kids, and we were really surprised 
with the answers we got. A few people like 
calling and Google, but I was surprised to see 
that only 8 students like to text. I was also 
surprised to see that only one student likes 
math games. I thought more people would 
love math games since we do it so frequently 
on chromebooks and the computer lab.

Kids said their second most liked favorite 
thing to do on their phones is…...watch 
Youtube! I thought that would have won for 
sure, but they had another thing in mind. Can 
you guess what it is? It was…..playing games! 
Is that your favorite thing to do too? I was 
actually really surprised by that answer. 
Although the outcome was very surprising 
and was not expected by Suri nor I, it was 
wonderful to see the different answers!

We have a new shade structure being built 
at our school!  Workers started building the 
structure about two months ago, due to the 
school district’s decision. Luckily we were 
able to interview Anthony Simas & Jesse 
Vanloan, to get to know more about this new 
and exciting event! 

Anthony and Jesse working on the 
frame.



Joshua Fong

We had two winners:  Joshua Fong, currently a 6th grade student in Mrs. 

Houston’s class and Nalani Pasag, a 5th grade student in Mrs. Lunsford’s class.

These two newspaper headings will be featured in each issue of the Stone Lake 

Gazette for the 2019 - 2020 school year.   Continue to page 10 to see our 

Honorable Mention winners.

Nalani Pasag

With over 100 entries, the Wild About Learning Newspaper Headline Contest 

showed the diverse talent of our student body.  A, B, and C Track students 

submitted their entries in June.  D Track students were on summer break, so 

they submitted their entries in August.  



Delina Lillard
4th Grade

Zainab Ali
5th Grade

 

Sophia Lozano
4th Grade 

Kadyn Fornado
3rd Grade


