
 

Dear Stone Lake Families, 

This year marks 20 years of Stone Lake Elementary 

School serving the students and families of this 

community.  We have a group of parents and 

teachers that will be working to celebrate this 

milestone, and we will keep everybody posted as 

to when those activities will occur. 

As for the start of our 20th year, let me tell you, 

the excitement never gets old for me.  It was a 

great start, and for our B, C and D-track families, 

we hope the start has been seamless for you and 

your children as well.  A-Track families, we haven’t 

forgotten about you and look forward to seeing 

you on August 19th. 

Hopefully, I have included some interesting and 

quick reads in this Herald.  I have provided 

information about our important August 5th 

community meeting on the new social science 

curriculum, and I will take this opportunity to 

discuss this topic with our families and share the 

facts.  I have also shared some Q&A’s that were 

brought up via my 18-19 Parent Admin Survey 

that was sent out at the end of last year. 

Here’s to an Awesome 2019-2020! 

Respectfully, 

Mark Beard, Principal 

mhbeard@egusd.net 

 

 

Important Dates 

 
8/5 6:00-7:00- Coffee Klatch/Social Studies and Health 

Science focus- Library   

8/12 8:00-11:00- PTO RESTAURANT NIGHT- LEATHERBY’S   

8/13 6:30-7:30- PTO MEETING – LIBRARY  

8/16 MINIMUM DAY/TRACK CHANGE     

SPIRIT THEME: TOTALLY TYE DYE  

ALL KINDER EARLY  8:00 a.m. -11:31 a.m. 

Grade 1-6   8:10 a.m. -12:25 p.m. 

12:25-2:30- MINIMUM DAY MOVIE “SPIDERMAN” 

PRE-SALE TICKETS ONLY  

8/19 8:00-10:00- A TRACK PTO WELCOME BREAKFAST- MP 

ROOM  

 BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT A TRACK  

 5:30-6:15- Grades 1-3 Classroom Visits  

 6:15-6:30- Administrators Welcome- MP Room  

 6:30-7:15- Grades 4-6 Classroom Visits  

8/20 5:30-6:15- BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT- KINDER A TRACK  

8/29 6:30-7:30- Watch D.O.G.S. Kickoff Event- MP Room  

 

 

 

 

SETTING GOALS  

  

  REACH FOR THE STARS!! 

 

Stone Lake Elementary  

A California Distinguished School  

Hawker’s Herald  

 
Mark Beard, Principal         August 2019                       Patrina Baggett, Vice Principal  

                                    

mailto:mhbeard@egusd.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019-2020 EGUSD Parent Handbook 

Starting this year, we are requiring that ALL families and students read and review the 

district handbook that has been mailed to your homes and sent electronically by me last 

week. 

Part of the requirement is that parents please sign and return the back page of the 

handbook, below is what this form looks like. 

An email was sent home to families on July 25th in regards to this. 

 

Please contact me directly if you have any questions. mhbeard@egusd.net 

 

 August 5th Stone Lake Community Meeting 

 
There has been a lot of conversation over the last half year about what will be taught to students in 

the area of Social Science and Health for the upcoming year. 

On Monday, August 5th, I will be addressing this subject and provide the Stone Lake Community with 

the facts about the new curriculum, and what exactly will be taught to students and what is included 

in our new Social Science curriculum. 

Please join us in the MP room at 6:00 P.M. 

mailto:mhbeard@egusd.net


 

19-20 Back to School Night for A-Track 

Back to school night is one of, if not, the most important nights of the year.  It is so important that we 

even have a goal as a school to have 100% of our parents attend this night.  We even discussed as a 

staff how we can make it better for parents and not so rushed.  So we have made a few changes. 

Our B, C and D-Track Back to School Night was a success, and we look forward to welcoming back our A-

Track families.  So here is the schedule: 

A-Track 

1st-3rd Grades:  August 19th 5:30-6:15 

Administration Welcome: August 19th 5:30-5:45 in the MP Room 

4th-6th Grades:  August 19th 6:30-7:15 

A-Track Kinder: August 20th 5:30-6:15 

We are providing teachers a little more time for their presentations this year.  In addition, we are 

adding an administration welcome for parents in the MP Room. Ideally, Back to School Night is for 

parents only, but if your children do come we will have our yard supervisors in the MP room playing a 

movie as a place for kids to stay while parents attend Back to School Night.  On the kindergarten Back to 

School, our yard supervisors will watch children on the kinder playground while parents attend the 

event. 

Stone Lake Volunteers Must Be Fingerprinted 

We encourage ALL of our parents to get fingerprinted if you plan to volunteer.  This can be done at our 

district office and beginning August 5, 2019, the hours are listed below: 

8:30 – 4:30 Monday through Thursday (subject to change) 

Closed from 12:00 – 1:00 for Lunch 

*Closed Fridays 

Please follow the link below to get more information and to sign up ahead of time to get 

fingerprinted. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/elk-grove-unified-school-district-fingerprinting-appointment-

registration-56150161645 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/elk-grove-unified-school-district-fingerprinting-appointment-registration-56150161645
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/elk-grove-unified-school-district-fingerprinting-appointment-registration-56150161645


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I wanted to remind our community that we have a new way for our families to easily support our 

school.  All you have to do is access your Shutterfly account via our very own Stone Lake Shutterfly 

storefront, and a portion of your purchase comes back to our school.  It’s that easy!   

You do not have to create a new account or do anything different, again, just access your account 

via the link below.  Please share the link with any family and friends, and they can do the same 

thing. 

http://www.stonelakehawks.shutterflystorefront.com/ 

  

Early Out Wednesday 

Each Wednesday all of our 1st-6th grade students will be dismissed at 1:50 during the whole school 

year.  This is done so that our teachers have a built in time to collaborate, analyze student data and 

create plans for the future.   So please make sure to plan accordingly to accommodate for this change 

in schedule each Wednesday. 

Hawk Talks 

 
For the 19-20 school year, we will be starting a fun addition to our Positive Behavior 

Intervention and Supports.  Each week, one grade level will be asked to identify a student in 

each of their classes that has been an Awesome Hawk for the week.  The teacher will write-up a 

short description of why that student deserves the honor, and Stone Lake Administration will 

call the parents of these students on Friday letting them know about the honor.  What a great 

way to start of the weekend for that child!  So be on the lookout for a Friday call from Mr. Beard 

or Mrs. Baggett. 

http://www.stonelakehawks.shutterflystorefront.com/


 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Community Circles 

 
As your principal, it is my belief that the relationships between the adults at our school and your 

children impact the quality and character of our school more than any other factor.  Students 

that believe that the adults at Stone Lake care for them will be more connected to their school 

and more motivated to learn. 

One tool that some of our teachers will be implementing this year in their classrooms are 

Community Circles.  Community Circles are not new, but are becoming more a part of classrooms 

than ever before, and during our preservice days, we discussed Community Circles and the 

benefit of utilizing them in the classroom. 

Community Circles are basically structured opportunities provided by the classroom teacher 

when students meet in a circle to speak, listen, interact, build relationships with one another, 

expand on curricular topics and even share concerns.   Some possible outcomes of effective 

circles are: 

 Positive relationships with teachers and classmates, a sense of belonging 

 Understanding and valuing oneself 

 Understanding and valuing others 

 Positive problem solving behaviors 

Community Circles provide opportunities for students and teachers to build positive relationships 

and create collaborative and safe classrooms. 

 

 



 

Student Discipline at Stone Lake 

 
I truly believe that in elementary school, EVERY negative behavior can be a learning experience, an 

opportunity for growth and can be changed with the support of the adults in that child’s life.  It is 

my job to help with that support and believe in EVERY student in this school and their ability to grow 

academically, socially and behaviorally.  

The Elk Grove Unified School District has a defined and progressive set of interventions, 

remediations and consequences that schools follow when a student misbehaves. 

All of the below stated actions are things that we will possibly do with students before a student is 

suspended from school.   

• Parent Contact – verbal or written communication with the parent or guardian 

• Counseling – individual or group meetings of the student, which consist of teachers, 

counselors, administrators, parents, and the student to address the behavior issue and 

develop a plan of action to correct the student’s behavior. 

• Personal Responsibility – students participate in directed activities such as written 

apologies, restitution, school/community service, conflict resolution skills. 

• Detention – Students participate in behavior modification for a period of 30 minutes to 1 

hour during non-instructional time. 

• Community Service - Student may be assigned work performed in the community or on 

school grounds in the areas of outdoor beautification, community or campus betterment, 

and teacher, peer, or youth assistance programs. 

• Parent Conference – a formal meeting between the parents or guardians and school 

personnel to discuss the student’s needs. 

• In-School Suspension – assignment of student to separate supervised activity during the 

school day with the intent of correcting inappropriate activity. 

With that being said, there are certain behaviors that require immediate suspension from school.  

These behaviors involve acts of violence, drug possession, weapon and dangerous item 

possession, and robbery or extortion. 

Please take a closer look at the newly developed EGUSD Discipline document that is linked later in 

the Herald.  

 

 



 

Stop, Walk and Talk at Stone Lake 

 

This year we will continue our school-wide program that explicitly teaches our students the steps 

that we want them to take when dealing with a situation that involves bullying.  While there is not 

enough room to share everything, the gist of what we’re teaching the students centers around this: 

 If someone treats you or somebody else in a disrespectful way, use the school-wide 

“STOP” phase and the timeout signal. 

 If the person stops, then our words were able to end the behavior. 

 If the person does not stop, WALK away and find help. 

 When you walk away, don’t look at or talk to the person, find a trusted adult and seek 

support. 

Our teachers will teach lessons in the classroom that include the following topics: 

Lesson 1—Bully Prevention Introduction 

Lesson 2—Social Responsibility Skills (Stop/Walk/Talk) 

Lesson 3—Gossip 

Lesson 4—Inappropriate Remarks 

Lesson 5—Cyberbullying 

We take bullying incidents seriously, but we also look at it as a behavior that can be changed, and 

that is our work when we encounter a bullying situation.  We also believe in progressive discipline 

when it comes to bullying.  Consequences for this behavior can include: 

 Student/Admin. Conf. with incident documented 

 Parent/Admin Conf. with documentation of incident  

 Suspension 

 Expulsion 

 



 

 

 

EGUSD Incident Reporting System 
Elk Grove Unified School District’s online Incident Reporting System is now live. EGUSD encourages 

students, parents and community members that “if you SEE something, or KNOW something, to SAY 

something.” In addition to being able to tell a teacher or school official, file a hand-written report or 

inform the District’s Safety and Security Department, parents and students in the communities of Elk 

Grove Unified now have access to an online incident reporting tool for reporting any one of these four 

types of incidents 24/7: 

 Bullying - Bullying includes verbal, non-verbal, physical or emotional acts against another 

student either in person, via electronic device or online. 

 Damage or Harm to School or Property - Damage or harm to school property includes 

intentional destruction to the school or school property in a harmful or malicious manner. 

 Discrimination or Harassment - Discrimination or Harassment includes acts against another 

person on the basis of gender, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, religion, age, or personal 

beliefs either in person, via electronic device or online. 

 Harm to Self or Others - Harm includes intent or desire to injure yourself or others. 

 

EGUSD is focused on providing multiple systems of support for the wellness of all students. In addition 

to the District’s awareness campaign for helping students gain access to mental health services, this 

online incident reporting system is another form of support that District leaders and staff hope will help 

students maintain Healthy Body, Healthy Learning and Healthy Mind. 

Please review the Frequently Asked Questions document and if you have further questions, please 

contact your home school. 

 

 

Stone Lake Basketball Teams 

 

It’s never too early to start thinking about basketball.  Stone Lake participates in the EGUSD 5th and 6th 

Grade Basketball League.  We usually have a boys’ team and a girls’ team.  Mrs. Houston will once 

again help coach the girls, but we are definitely in need of some parent help.  So if you are interested 

in helping to coach either team, please stop by the school and chat with me or feel free to send me an 

email. mhbeard@egusd.net  

 

http://www.egusd.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Incident_Reporting_System_FAQs-1.pdf
mailto:mhbeard@egusd.net


 

Stone Lake Social/Emotional Survey for Students 

Stone Lake students will once again participate in the administration of the EGUSD Social 

Emotional Survey this fall.  It is important for me, as our principal, to know how our students feel 

about our school and their well-being.  That is why I opt-in to have our 3rd- 6th grade students 

participate in this survey.  This gives us an even larger sample size to look at. 

Below is an excerpt of the letter that will come out from our Superintendent, Chris Hoffman about 

this survey: 

Educators nationwide have recognized the importance of social emotional skills as an important 
aspect of preparing students for success in college, career, and life. Evidence shows that social 
emotional skills such as self-efficacy and social awareness are linked to greater student success 
and provide valuable insights that test scores do not capture. In addition, the positive culture 
and climate of a school and its clear, consistent expectations play a vital role. Elements such as 
students’ sense of belonging and security at school can influence academic development. 
 
At Stone Lake, we have a survey window of between October and November.  This survey will be 
done electronically, and it will be done in the computer lab during the students’ computer time.  
No classroom instructional time will be used for the survey, and it should only take the students 
about 20 minutes to complete. 
 
While the survey has many question, allow me to share a few questions and our Stone Lake 2018-
2019 results in regards to these questions: 
 

1. Do you feel safe at school: 91% of our students said Yes, all of the time or Yes, most of 
the time.  

2. Does Stone Lake promote academic success: 96% of our students said Yes, all of the time 
or Yes, most of the time. 

3. Do students know what the rules are: 95% of our students said Yes, all of the time or 
Yes, most of the time. 

 
The above results are just a few of the types of questions that this survey asks, and the type of 
information that it provides our school.  This information is shared with staff, and we discuss the 
implications of some of the results. 
 
The survey will be available for parents to look at via our school website and in our front office, 
and parents will be given a letter that will share the exact dates and also an opportunity to opt 
your child out.  



 

PTO Corner 

Welcome back!  
We hope everyone was able to make it to our Welcome Back Breakfast on the first day of 
school July 18th from 8-10 am.  If you missed it, feel free to attend the A track Welcome 
Back Breakfast on August 19th from 8-10 am.  
 

Jamba Juice Cards 
Back by popular demand, Jamba Juice Fundraiser Cards on sale now!  This card comes pre-
loaded with 6 buy-one-get-one free smoothie offers.  This $35 value can be purchased for 
only $10 per card.  40% of the proceeds come back to our PTO! See order form that was 
sent home or pick one up in the office.  
 
Membership Drive 
The PTO is now enrolling members!  There will be a friendly competition between the tracks 
to see what classroom can get the most members in the first 2 weeks of school! The class 
that wins from each track will receive an ice cream sandwich party!  100% membership in 
any class will get a pizza AND ice cream sandwich party. Grab a membership form from your 
teacher, or the office today!  

Dates to Remember: 

August 12th:   Leatherbys restaurant night 
August 13th:   PTO meeting in Library at 6:30 p.m. 
August 19th:   Welcome Breakfast in MP room 8am - 10am  

 
ELK GROVE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

DISCIPLINE POLICY 

2019-2020 

The following link provides an inclusive and detailed look at the EGUSD discipline policy, which are 

the policies that all EGUSD schools follow when dealing with student discipline. 

This entire document is new, but it really gives a great glimpse as to California Education Code 

violations, and the menu of consequences that administrators utilize to deal with behaviors. 

Please follow this link to get more information: http://blogs.egusd.net/stonelake/discipline/ 

 

 

http://blogs.egusd.net/stonelake/discipline/


 

18-19 Administrative Effectiveness Survey 

Results 

First of all, thank-you to the families that shared with me their feedback in regards to the 18-19 

school year.  Your positive comments were appreciated, and your comments in regards to areas 

of growth and improvement are valued and taken seriously. 

Below are some of the concerns that were brought up by our families, and I will have another 

section like this in our next Herald as well: 

1. There needs to be more input from parents of reoccurring themes in curriculum that 

intend to indoctrinate our students toward a specific set of beliefs and opinions that are 

not balanced. 

Mr. Beard: Any EGUSD curriculum that is adopted always has a parent 

feedback opportunity.  Teachers teach the adopted material in relationship to 

the standards.  Stone Lake is a public school and must follow adopted 

standards. 

2. School and district’s policy not celebrating 3rd grade straight A’s.  It is hard to explain to 

a child that worked hard all year to maintain A’s in all 3 trimesters. 

Mr. Beard: As a school, we have decided to hold off on the academic awards 

for the little Hawks until their intermediate years.  This is not a district policy. 

3. Not having good after school programs and no consistency in extra-curricular activities 

like Talent shows, Math Olympiads, science Olympiad etc. School may offer it one year 

and may not the other year, there needs to be consistency so that students are better 

prepared. 

Mr. Beard:  I believe we have good after school options, but extra-curricular 

activities often depend on adult availability.  We are ALWAYS looking for new 

opportunities for our students, so that is why there is change sometimes as 

well. 

4. I'd like to know how restrooms are monitored to ensure student safety. 

Mr. Beard: Our restrooms are continuously monitored and cleaned.  Our 

custodian, yard supervisors, teachers and administration all monitor.  It’s 

continuous. 

5. Safety. Teacher's should get additional training on how to address bullying in the school 

and the classrooms. 

Mr. Beard: Bullying is constantly discussed at our school in many different 

forums.  Our teachers will also receive additional training before October. 

Again, I will add more comments and address those comments/questions in subsequent 

Heralds.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stone Lake Shade Structure 

 
The shade structure is coming!!!  August will most likely be a month of more construction 

at Stone Lake, as the long awaited shade structure will be installed. 

Materials for the structure were delivered on July 27th  

The approximately 30'x40' gabled roof shade structure will be built close to the grass field 

and provide additional shade for our students.  Eventually, we place tables under the 

structure that will provide a nice place for our students to read and even a place where our 

classroom teachers will be able to bring their classes out for instruction. 

IXL Is Here! 

Stone Lake students will have access at school and home to IXL.  IXL is a computer-based 

instructional tool that ALL teachers will use to help support the learning of certain 

standards that they are teaching in Math and English Language Arts. 

This program offers our teachers a comprehensive curriculum that matches to our 

standards. More importantly, it also will help teachers pinpoint exactly what your child is 

struggling with, and then will allow teachers to provided additional practice in the skills 

that need extra support. 

As the year progresses, please feel free to email me and share your thoughts and 

experiences with IXL.  If you have further questions about the program, feel free to contact 

your child’s teacher or myself. 

 



 

 Stone Lake S.T.O.R.M. is Coming! 

The Explore powered by S.T.O.R.M., was created from the idea that kids should have the 

opportunity to explore many different disciplines and areas of learning while they’re young. 

Additionally, that this exploration should be led by a highly skilled professional who knows 

how to create an engaging and fun experience for kids. The Explorers Program coming to 

Stone Lake after school offers exciting enrichment courses in several different disciplines, 

including those listed below: 

Science   Coding  Dance  Martial Arts 

Graphic Design  Engineering  Magic  Tumbling 

HOW DOES IT WORK? 

This is a one-of-a-kind “on site” after school program that teaches kids key life skills, all in a 

fun, positive, safe and structured environment. With every lesson, a structured curriculum 

is prepared to ensure that superior quality instruction is delivered to all students. Students 

will participate in (TWO) 1 hour rotations of engaging enrichment to enhance the quality of 

their skill building techniques one day each week.  The cost is $99.00 dollars per month per 

student; classes will be held on Wednesday’s from 2:00 - 4:00. 

ENROLL TO EXPLORE 

Registration will open soon!  Please understand that we can only accommodate up to 60 

students, so register soon as space is limited. Waitlisted students, will be on a “Next in line” 

system. this means that if any student defaults on their monthly membership, the student 

who is next in line will be provided the opportunity to join program. We look forward to 

being a part of the Stone Lake family!  More information to come soon!!! 


