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SUCCESSFUL AGRICULTURE PATHWAY AT ELK GROVE HIGH SCHOOL RECEIVES 
TWO OUTSTANDING DEPARTMENT HONORS 

The Awards Highlight Academy’s Commitment to Mentor Future Generations of Farmers 

 

ELK GROVE, Calif. – August 14, 2019 – The Elk Grove Unified School District (EGUSD) 

commends the Elk Grove High School Agriculture Department for receiving two honors in the 

category of program leadership by the California Agricultural Teachers’ Association during its 

annual conference, which was held June 23-27, 2019. Formally known as the Sustainable 

Agriculture & Green Education Academy (SAGE), the program was recognized as having an 

“Outstanding Agriculture Program” for its student work-based learning and leadership 

development opportunities. The SAGE Academy also received an “Overall Outstanding 

Agriculture Department” award and now qualifies for the National Association of Agricultural 

Educators award opportunity to be announced in October 2019 in Indianapolis. 

 

The CATA’s objectives are to promote and improve the teaching of agriculture in California and 

to foster the welfare of those engaged in this work. The SAGE Academy instructors expand 

those objectives by offering a variety of courses and work-based learning opportunities to 

encourage its students to lead by example on and off the farm fields and also aims to provide its 

students with an “Ag family” environment.  

 

The Elk Grove High School SAGE Academy instructors are Mike Albiani, Courtney Bamert, Amy 

Erman, Colleen Lawson, Wesley Messer, Sierra Meyers and Shannon Welch. Elated by these 

top commendations, school principal Dr. Eugene Christmas, III, expressed his pride by saying, 

“Elk Grove High School is honored that the California Agricultural Teachers’ Association has 

bestowed these two awards on our School. These are huge honors for our agriculture 

department, the SAGE Academy, the entire faculty and student body. I am proud of all the 
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support that are community gives to our agriculture program each year. Elk Grove High School 

remains committed to implementing a high quality educational experience for its students, and 

these two awards speak to everyone’s dedication toward shaping our future generations of 

agricultural students.” 

 

Programs applying for the statewide recognition must select their department size as a 

department with one instructor, with two-to-three instructors or with four or more instructors. In 

order to be selected as a CATA Outstanding Agriculture Program, programs must meet the 

following requirements: 

● Agriculture Education Program Overview and Curriculum 

● Industry Partnerships 

● Professional Development Opportunities for Instructors 

● Reference Letters 

● Student Leadership Opportunities 

● Work-based Learning Opportunities 

 

There is one winner in each department size category. The three total winners are then 

considered to receive the “Overall Outstanding Agriculture Department” award.  

 

 

About the Elk Grove Unified School District 

The Elk Grove Unified School District (EGUSD) is the fifth-largest school district in California 

located in southern Sacramento County. EGUSD covers 320 square miles and includes 67 

schools: 42 elementary schools, nine middle schools, nine high schools, five alternative 

education schools, an adult school, one charter school and a virtual academy. Offering a 

multitude of educational programs, including over 70 career-themed academies and pathways 

within 15 industry sectors, we prepare our students for college and career by supporting them 

with the means to be creative problem solvers; self-aware, self-reliant, and self-disciplined; 

technically literate; effective communicators and collaborators; and engaged in the community 

as individuals with integrity. We integrate rigorous academics with career-based learning and 

real world workplace experiences and ensure that Every Student is Learning, in Every 

Classroom, in Every Subject, Every Day to Prepare College, Career and Life Ready Graduates. 
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For more information about the Elk Grove Unified School District, please visit www.egusd.net 

and follow us @ElkGroveUnified on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn, YouTube and 

Eventbrite. 
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