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Elk Grove Unified School District – Excellence by Design 

April 22, 2021 

Dear Elk Grove Unified Staff,  

Yesterday evening (April 21, 21) we lost a beloved educator and one of our cherished 
namesakes, Mrs. Irene B. West. We send our deepest condolences to the West family and 
Principal MacNeill at Irene B. West Elementary has shared a letter with his community to inform 
them about her passing and the school will look at ways they can pay tribute to her and her 
contributions to so many children and families in our community. 

Mrs. West was a huge proponent of early education, helping kids develop a passion for 
learning, and making learning fun. As a teacher in the 60s, she developed hundreds of games 
to support math and language arts. She was all about faith and family and believed that 
educators are poised to have a huge impact on a child’s trajectory. Her favorite quote was, “If 
you can’t be a highway, then just be a trail. If you can’t be the sun, be a star. It isn’t by size that 
you win or you fail, be the best of whatever you are.” –Favorite proverb of Irene B. West 

Mrs. West became the first African American teacher in the city of Elk Grove in 1962.  She 
served as a teacher at Elk Grove Elementary, James McKee Elementary, and Florin 
Elementary.  She later became the principal of John Reith Elementary and Cosumnes River 
Elementary.  Mrs. West retired as the principal of Franklin Elementary in 1989. She was an 
honored member of the Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority and Shiloh Baptist Church and Irene B. 
West Elementary was named in her honor upon opening in 2002.  

Mrs. West stayed active in this school community by attending school events and even 
participated in an “Evening with Mrs. West” at the school campus in 2018.  She was known for 
visiting campus every December to deliver See’s candy to the staff as a thank you for their hard 
work. Mrs. West had a vision for students and families that focused on early education, 
developing a passion for learning, and making learning fun. 

The details of the memorial services for Mrs. West will be shared once they are made available. 
The West Family respectfully asks for privacy at this time and appreciates the love and support 
from all. 

Mrs. West will be missed. 

 


