
Discover California  

4th Grade Project 
      Final Project Due Date:  _____________________________ 

 

We live in a truly remarkable state with a rich and varied past.  As native Californians, we may overlook 

significant historical sites the Golden State has to offer.  Through this project you will become an expert on one 

historical site and share your expertise with your classmates.  Hopefully, you will be inspired to explore a 

historical site! 

 

Purpose:   
The purpose of this project is to expose students to California Historical Sites and to inspire a desire for future 

visits and investigation.  

 

Project:   

 You will visit a California Historical Landmark.   

 Before your visit, you will conduct research to answer essential questions before your visit. 

 After the visit, you will write a journal entry describing your visit. 

 Following your visit, you will create a poster board that will serve as a “scrapbook” of your experience.   

 During the third trimester, you will share your experience with the class through one of the following: 

* An oral presentation telling about your experiences  

* Show a video of your visit with you acting as a tour guide around the historical site 

 

This is a project that will take place in school and at home.  Parents can support students by: 

* Reviewing the assignment 

* Helping with time management and encouraging completion of tasks in a timely manner 

* Helping to gather supplies 

* Taking the student to visit the site   

 

Thank you for your support, 

 

 

Please review this packet and sign and return the bottom portion of this form by _____________________ 

 

We have read and understand the requirements of the Discover CA Project. 
We understand the final project is due and presentations are on ______________________. 

 

 

Parent Signature: _____________________________________________ 

 

Student Signature: ____________________________________________ Student Number: __________ 

 

My historical site is: _________________________________________________________________ 

  

(If you need more time to research historical sites and make a decision, that is fine…just let your teacher know 

that you are working on picking your choice.) 



Assignment:   
 

1. Do some research to pick a historical site to visit.  You can use the list provided in the packet or visit 

this website for more options: www.donaldlaird.com.  There are several important California landmarks 

within minutes of Elk Grove!  We strongly encourage students to visit landmarks that are new or 

unfamiliar to them.  Have fun! 

 

2. Select a site you are interested in researching, and which your family can visit before April 1st.  BE 

CAREFUL!  You should do a little research before choosing a site.  Some historical sites ONLY 

have a plaque in a spot and nothing really to look at or observe.  Each student in our class will need to 

become an expert on a unique site – no duplicates – so, sign up early for your first choice! 

 

3. Plan a day to visit your site with your family.  Get it on your calendar.  Get directions to your site. 

 

4. Next, before your visit, research your site.  Take notes on the provided pages and save them to help you 

with your project.  Keep a record of where you find your information – websites, books, brochures – 

these will become your Works Cited.  You need to know:  

* What is the site?   

* Where is it located? 

* Who founded and/or used it? 

* When was it first discovered/built? 

* Why is it/why was it important to California history? 

 

5. On the day of your visit, write a journal of your experience.  Think about the following: 

* How did you get there?  How long did it take?  Who was with you? 

* What was your first impression when you saw it?   

* Did you take a tour or walk around on your own?   

* What did you see?  

* What impressed you the most?  What new things did you learn?   

* Was anything surprising?   

* Would you recommend visiting this site to others?  Who would enjoy your site?   

 

6. While visiting your site, take photos and collect any “artifacts” that you could use for your poster.  If 

there is a visitor’s center, you might find a brochure, informational articles on your site, books, etc. 

 

7. You have two choices for your oral presentation:  

* Give a 3-5 minute oral presentation telling the class about your visit and explaining your poster  

* OR Show a video of you acting as a tour guide around the historical site.  If you choose to do the 

video, be prepared with information ahead of time so you can act as “news anchor” giving as much 

information as possible during your tour on the video.  Share your poster after the video. 

 

8. After your visit, begin designing your poster (please use the THIN poster board: 28” X 22”).  Please 

do NOT use the foam board because your teacher plans on hanging these from the ceiling during Open 

House.  You will display the information collected through your research and visit to your California 

historical site.   Here is what should be included on your poster: 

* The name of your site with a picture/photo/graphic that best represents your site 

* Historical Information on your site (you can use your research you found before your visit) 

* CA map with the following labeled: Sacramento, your site, 3-5 other cities or landmarks 

* Your name & date of your visit 

* Your journal entry 

* Any other photos & “artifacts” collected on your visit 

* Works Cited ON THE BACK OF YOUR POSTER (see handout in packet for Works Cited info) 

http://www.donaldlaird.com/


CA Historical Landmarks Info 
You can get a list of California Historical Landmarks through: 
* Wikipedia (search “California Historical Landmarks” for a list by County with some links) 
* Google (will almost always lead to California State Parks site which gives a list and info) 
* www.donaldlaird.com (scroll down to “California State Historical Landmarks” link for a list by county as well as 

photo links)    
 
Here’s a sample list of historical landmarks.  You can pick one from this list or do your own research from any of 
the above websites.  Remember, every student in our class must pick a different site (no duplicates!).   

Historical Site Name County 

California Missions (Pick one!) Throughout CA 

Gold discovery site (#530), Marshall Gold Discovery State Historic Park, Coloma El Dorado 

Marshall Monument (#143), Marshall Gold Discovery State Historic Park, Coloma El Dorado 

Angel Island Marin/San Francisco 

E.B. Crocker Art Gallery (#599), in Sacramento  Sacramento 

Governor's Mansion (#823), in Sacramento        *may not be available (private 

residence) 

Sacramento 

Old Sacramento (#812) Sacramento 

State Capitols, site of first and second at Sacramento (#869)  Sacramento 

Sutter's Fort (#525), in Sacramento Sacramento 

Alcatraz San Francisco 

Barbary Coast Trail in SF (designated path that connects 20 historical sites) San Francisco 

El Camino Real (# 784) (as Father Serra knew it and helped blaze it) San Francisco 

Golden Gate Bridge (# 974) San Francisco 

Golden Gate Park San Francisco 

Presidio of San Francisco (# 79)  San Francisco 

Telegraph Hill (# 91) in San Francisco San Francisco 

Union Square (# 623) San Francisco 

Winchester Mystery House (#868), San Jose Santa Clara 

Benecia Capitol (#153) – one of four California capitol locations, Benicia Solano 

Site of State Capitol at Vallejo (#574), Vallejo Solano 

Bodega Bay and Harbor (#833) Sonoma 

Fort Ross (#5) Sonoma 

Jack London State Historic Park (#743) in Santa Rosa Sonoma 

Luther Burbank Home and Gardens (#234) in Santa Rosa Sonoma 

Presidio of Sonoma (Sonoma Barracks) (#316) Sonoma 

Woodland Opera House (#851) Yolo 

Bok Kai Temple (#889) Yuba 

 
 
 

http://www.donaldlaird.com/landmarks/index.html
http://www.donaldlaird.com/landmarks/index.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sutter%27s_Mill
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marshall_Gold_Discovery_State_Historic_Park
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coloma,_California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marshall_Gold_Discovery_State_Historic_Park
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coloma,_California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Sacramento_State_Historic_Park
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sutter%27s_Fort
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/El_Camino_Real_(California)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_Gate_Bridge
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Telegraph_Hill,_San_Francisco
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_Square,_San_Francisco,_California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winchester_Mystery_House
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Benecia_Capitol&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benicia,_California
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Site_of_State_Capitol_at_Vallejo&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vallejo,_California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bodega_Harbor
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Ross
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jack_London_State_Historic_Park
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luther_Burbank_Home_and_Gardens
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presidio_of_Sonoma
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodland_Opera_House
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bok_Kai_Temple


 

Discover California  

Project Scoring Guide   

  

Discover California Project Required Component Points 
 

Students can earn full credit if written work, pictures, graphics, and illustrations are appropriate, neat, 
and professional. 

 

 Poster Essentials: 
 Name of site 
 Date established 
 Your name & date of visit 
 Picture or graphic of site 

 
_____/10 

 Poster Research/Historical Information: 
 What is the site?   
 Where is it located? 
 Who founded and/or used it? 
 When was it first discovered/built? 
 Why is it/why was it important to California history? 

 
_____/25 

 Journal Entry (included on poster): 
 How did you get there?  How long did it take?  Who was with you? 
 What was your first impression when you saw it?   
 Did you take a tour or walk around on your own?   
 What did you see?  
 What impressed you the most?  What new things did you learn?   
 Was anything surprising?   
 Would you recommend visiting this site to others?  Who would enjoy your 

site?   

 
_____/25 

 Poster “Enhancements”: 
 Map labeled with Sacramento, historical site, and 3-5 nearby 

cities/landmarks  
 At least 5 photos and/or site “artifacts” with captions included 

 
_____/15 

 Works Cited: 
 Site the books, internet sites, etc. used for research 
 Did you glue the bibliography to the back of the poster? 

 
_____/5 

 Overall Appearance: 
 Does your project show personal best?  Is your work completed neatly? 
 Does your project show thoughtful planning and look professional? 
 Is your written work free of spelling and grammatical errors? 

 
_____/10 

  

Total Points for Discover California Project  
_____/90 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discover California  

Sample Notes Page 

These notes will NOT be collected.  These pages are for your reference  
and are meant to serve as a guide as students begin to research their site.   
REMEMBER TO KEEP TRACK OF WHERE YOU GET YOUR INFORMATION  

(title/author of book, website address, etc.).   
You will need to cite your sources in a Works Cited page for the back of your poster. 

 

Required Component Notes 
What is the site?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Where is it located?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who founded it and/or 
used it? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name: ________________________ 



When was it first 
discovered/built? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why is it/was it 
important to CA 

history? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Discover California Project  

CA Map 
 
As part of your Discover California project, please include a California map (you can cut out the one provided 

below or you can use your own).  On the map, be sure to identify and label: 

* Sacramento 

* The location of your historical site 

* 3-5 other cities or landmarks located close to your historical site and/or were significant to your 

site in some way 

 


