
Robert J. McGarvey Elementary School 
Distance Learning 2020-2021 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
 
When does school start?  
For Tracks B, C, and D, school begins August 3. For Track A, school resumes August 24 
 
Are the overnight field trips in grades 4-6 cancelled?  
At the moment, all field trips are on hold and we are not scheduling new ones. We are still on the calendar for our 
Coloma, Monterey Bay Aquarium, and Alliance Redwoods trips. Under the current safety guidelines from our 
school district and Sacramento County Public Health, if these trips were to happen presently, they would be 
cancelled. 
 
Is there a new school calendar or amended school calendar?  
Paper copies of the revised EGUSD calendar were distributed with each student’s supplies/text books. The 
calendar is also available through links on our school’s website or by using this link 
http://www.egusd.net/schools/calendars/ 
 
How stringent is EGUSD going to be about attendance if parents are unable to sign on with little ones? We are 
required by Education Code (Section 52066(d)(5)(a) and (b)) to track daily attendance, including absences and late 
arrivals.  
 
Will there be homework during Distance Learning? 
Yes, all students will have regular/daily homework during Distance Learning just as they would during in person 
learning. 
 
Will students have textbooks and workbooks to use at home during Distance Learning? 
Yes, print copies of texts and workbooks will be distributed to all students at the beginning of the school year. 
Additionally, most of your student's textbooks can be found on the EGUSD Classlink portal. You can find this by 
logging in as follows: portal.egusd.net. Once there, your student will login either automatically - if the portal has 
been used before, or with their student login account. Once logged in, your student will see apps that are 
connected to the textbooks.  
 
When is Distance Learning over? Are we in Distance Learning all year?  
Distance Learning is a decision not made lightly. While we all agree in-person instruction is preferred for most of 
our students, right now it is just not safe for that to happen. We are in constant contact with Sacramento County 
Public Health regarding the status of COVID-19 infection rates, etc. If we reach the point where conditions permit 
a return to in person instruction, EGUSD has a transition plan for phasing back to regular classroom learning. 
 
How does Track Change minimum day look in Distance Learning?  
There are no track change minimum days during Distance Learning.  
 
Are teachers teaching from home or classroom?  
Teachers have the option to teach from their classroom or remotely.  

http://www.egusd.net/schools/calendars/
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What should I do if I have questions or concerns about Distance Learning? To discuss questions or concerns you 
have, please contact your child’s teacher via email or by calling the office. The teacher will respond within 24 
hours to answer questions or to help resolve the situation. If you have concerns after contacting the teacher, 
please call the office to speak with Mr. Villalta, our vice principal, or Mr. Gulden, our principal. 
 
How will children get access to Speech Therapists or be evaluated?   
If you believe your child should be assessed for Speech, please contact the school office or your child’s teacher. 
Assessments may be done in a one on one setting in person with necessary safety protocols in place (masks, 
distancing, transparent screen, etc).  Speech services will take place virtually until conditions allow for a return for 
regular instruction 
 
We worry about keeping our child 6 hours in front of the computer.  Do you have advice on how to proceed?   
We are excited to have developed a Distance Learning daily schedule that more closely resembles a regular school 
day. As such, your child will not be interacting with the screen for the entire synchronous instructional time. Your 
child’s teacher will schedule breaks during the day as they would during a regular school day. There will also be 
plenty of time where your child is working on something that does not require screen time unless they need to 
check in with the teacher for support. For example, at times, during the “live” parts of the day, your student may 
be working on practice math problems, writing about a book they are reading, taking a quiz, or jogging in place 
during a Brain Break.  
 
Our child’s teacher said Mondays are a shorter day and off earlier than Tues to Fri. Can you clarify this?  
For the last three years, we have had Early Out Thursday to provide time for teacher teams to collaborate. During 
Distance Learning, that has been shifted to Monday. On Early Out Mondays, Grades 1-6 “dismiss” at 11:05 while 
TK/Kindergarten “dismiss” at 11:10.  On Tuesday-Friday, “dismissal” is at 1:55 for all grades TK-6. 
 
If a student arrives late to a class Zoom, will it count as a tardy?  
Yes. We are asking students to login at 7:55 a.m. (“first bell”) with instruction starting at 8:00 a.m. (“second bell”). 
 
Will students be able to check out books from the library? 
Yes, we are working on a system whereby books may be reserved from home using our library circulation system. 
Then books would be scheduled for curbside or office pick up. 
 
A challenge from the spring version of Distance Learning was teacher home internet connection cutting off. How 
will this be managed?   
If a teacher is unable to conduct instruction remotely due to connectivity issues, they will be able to teach from 
their classrooms. This was not an option for teachers in the spring. 
 
How are teachers going to maintain the students attention if, for instance, my son is at home and I am at work, 
unable to remind him to stay focused?  
Our teachers are experts in getting students’ attention. It is expected students will be distracted here and there – 
it happens in the physical classroom just as it does in the virtual one. Teachers will be guiding students in both the 
use of their technology and how to interact in the virtual classroom.  
 
What are the options for families when all adults are working and unavailable to provide support for their 
Distance Learning student?   
Many of our staff members are parents/guardians in addition to their roles as educators. While we understand the 
challenges associated with Distance Learning and the working parents, there is not a quick fix for this need.  
  



Since some EGUSD teachers will be using Zoom with students using EGUSD Chromebooks, what precautions has 
the District taken?  

 Teachers will be providing the links and meeting passwords to their Zoom meetings. Teachers have been 
instructed to invite students through Google Classroom.  

 Students will not be able to initiate their own meetings on EGUSD Chromebooks and should not accept 
any meetings from people they don’t know.  

 By default, the waiting room will be enabled. This will require teachers to admit the invitees to the 
meeting after the meeting starts. This practice will avoid unwanted guests at the meeting. 

 By default, all participants will be muted upon entry. Teachers will be able to unmute a participant during 
a meeting. 

 By default, not all participants will be able to share their screen without the teacher giving permission to 
the participant. 

 Teachers will monitor student activity in Zoom rooms to prevent cyberbullying, inappropriate 
language/content, etc. 

 
How often are the teachers going to have one-on-one meetings with students?  
There are times built into the daily schedule for small group or one-on-one instruction. These are primarily during 
the afternoon hours Tuesday-Friday. 
 
Are there going to be early one-on-one meetings to develop rapport and relationships between classmates as 
well as student and teacher?  
Developing rapport and creating a safe virtual classroom environment are top priorities. Our teachers are getting 
very creative in how to Each day will begin with a Morning Meeting with activities designed to build a strong sense 
of community and set children up for success socially and academically. Additionally, teachers will hold individual 
“get to know you” meetings early in the year that will provide time to meet as well as to assess student needs 
academically, socially, and emotionally. 
 
What do I do if my child needs a Chromebook? What if there is a problem with the device?  
If your child needs a district Chromebook to access Distance Learning, you may check one out through our school 
office. Please call us for an appointment 793-3400.  If you have problems with a district issued device, you may 
contact our Technology Services Department by phone (916-686-0245) or email (stusupport@egusd.net) 
 
Could you explain what the “D” or “Distance Learning” days mean on the revised district year round calendar? 
How do they differ from what we currently are experiencing? 
As long as we are in full distance learning mode as a district, those days are regular distance learning days and are 
no different from any other distance learning day. The reason for these days being on the calendar is when 
EGUSD revised the year round calendar to push back the start date, we had to make up the nine instructional days 
somehow. Those days became the “D” days. They look different on the calendar in anticipation of the time when 
we are back doing in person instruction. Because we don’t have the capacity to have all four tracks on campus at 
the same time, on those nine days, one track of students is engaged in DL while the others are on campus.  
 
Are you currently considering applying for a waiver from the state to be able to open school? 
California schools have been closed for in-person instruction since mid-March 2020 due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. School closures to in-person instruction were part of a broader set of recommendations intended to 
reduce transmission of COVID-19. The California Department of Public Health developed the “COVID-19 and 
Reopening In-Person Learning Framework” to support school communities as they decide when and how to 
implement in-person instruction for the 2020-21 school year. This framework permitted schools and school 
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districts to reopen for in-person instruction at any time if they are located in a local health jurisdiction that has not 
been on the county monitoring list within the prior 14 days. If the local health jurisdiction has been on the 
monitoring list within the last 14 days, the school must conduct distance learning only, until their community has 
been off the monitoring list for at least 14 days. In addition, the district superintendent must submit the request 
that must then be approved by the County Public Health Department. 
Source: https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/In-Person-Elementary-
WaiverProcess.aspx 
 
Any updates on library open for book pick up? 
Yes! We are planning for online book reservations and curbside pickup of library books. Mrs. Dagler, our library 
technician, will be working on plans as soon as we have all texts and workbooks in hands of students and teachers. 
We hope to begin this by late August. 
 
Do you foresee this DL model until January? 
California schools have been closed for in-person instruction since mid-March 2020 due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. School closures to in-person instruction were part of a broader set of recommendations intended to 
reduce transmission of COVID-19. EGUSD is in daily contact with Sacramento County Public Health regarding 
monitoring of conditions in our community. Robert J. McGarvey, and all public schools in Sacramento County, will 
be in Distance Learning until all of the requirements are met for us to return to in person instruction. 
 
Will there be school photos? Are we going to have a yearbook this year? 
If we are able to bring students on campus for instruction at any point, we will try to schedule our portrait vendor 
for school photos. We are moving forward with creating a 2020-21 yearbook one way or another, even if it means 
having families share photos of students. 
 
How will grading work this year? 
Grading will look like it did prior to school closure in March 2020. Assignments and tests will be graded and 
students will be assessed based on mastery of standards. Report cards will reflect the academic grades as well as 
the marks for content standards and the Behaviors that Support Learning. 
 
How do we get a hotspot? 
To request an internet “hot spot” please contact our school office. We will provide you with the information 
necessary to submit a request to our EGUSD Technology Services Department. 
 
Will we be able to request a chrome book in the middle of the year if needed? 
Yes. If at some point during the school year you determine you need a Chromebook, please contact our school 
office and we will get you set up with a device. 
 
I saw a student would be “TARDY” if they are not logged in by 8am. If there are technical difficulties and a 
student is not able to login, how are we to contact the teacher or notify the school of this situation? 
We ask every student to login by 7:55 a.m. to allow a few minutes for computer updates and other issues to run 
their course. If you are having trouble with login, please email your child’s teacher and/or give the school office a 
call to let us know, 793-3400. 
 
Can you re-consider the removal of Perfect Attendance Awards for those kids whom may not receive academic 
awards? 
Due to health concerns related to COVID-19, we want every family to be vigilant about their children’s health 
status. This means keeping children home when they have symptoms like coughs, fevers, etc. to avoid the possible 
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spread of the virus. We do not want students to hide symptoms so they can come to school in order to maintain 
perfect attendance. Our McGarvey PBIS team will be revising our awards in light of Distance Learning. More 
information will be shared as we revamp our student recognition practices. 
 
Is it possible to record the Zoom sessions during class so we can go back to it at another time? 
Due to privacy and consent issues, we cannot record or photograph Zoom sessions. 
 
How many students are in each class during distance learning? 
We have not changed our class sizes during Distance Learning. Our TK-3 classes are still 24 students and our 4-6 
classes are 28 students (though we can add two to these numbers to avoid offloading students to another school). 
 
Can students attend the virtual Back to School Night with a parent?  
Yes. Though we designed the presentation with adult family members in mind, children may participate with 
parent/s guardians if you wish. 
 


