2nd Grade Word Problems
1. 60 apples were on the shelf.  23 apples were sold.  How many apples are on the shelf now?
2. A children’s library sold 27 donated books.  Now they have 48. How many books were there to begin with? 
3. A fruit seller buys a carton of 90 apples.  Finding that 18 of them are rotten, he throws them away. He sells 22 of the ones that are left on Monday. How many apples does he have left to sell? 
4. Alyssa has cats, dogs and fish for pets.  She has 15 pets.  She has 10 goldfish and 2 cats.  How many dogs does Alyssa have?
5. Amanda has 14 fewer stuffed animals than Beth.  Beth has 40 stuffed animals.  How many stuffed animals does Amanda have?  
6. At the first stop, 25 people got on the school bus. At the second stop, 13 people got off. At the third stop, 17 people got on. How many people were on the school bus then?  
7. Avi drew 25 pictures to enter in the school art contest. Erick drew 27 pictures.  Avi spilled water on 8 of his pictures and ruined them.  How many pictures will Avi and Erick enter in the contest?
8. Benjamin measures his forearm and records the length as 15 inches. Then he measures his upper arm and realizes it’s the same! How long is one of Benjamin’s arms?  What is the total length of both Benjamin’s arms together?  
9. Ben has 36 crayons. Ana has 12 fewer crayons than Ben.  How many crayons does Ana have?  How many crayons do they have altogether? 
10. Brienne has 23 fewer pennies than Alonzo. Alonzo has 45 pennies.  How many pennies does Brienne have?  How many pennies do Alonzo and Brienne have altogether?  
11. Carol earned 16 more stickers than Peter. She earned 35 stickers. How many stickers did Peter earn?  MaryJo earned 47 stickers. How many more does Peter need to have the same amount as MaryJo? 
12. Colleen put 27 fewer beads on her necklace than Jenny did. Colleen put on 46 beads. How many beads did Jenny put on her necklace? If 16 beads fell off of Jenny’s necklace, how many beads are still on it? 
13. Diane needs 65 craft sticks to make a gift box. She only has 48. How many more craft sticks does she need? 
14. Emanuel had 53 cents. He gave 1 dime and 1 nickel to his brother. How much money does Emanuel have left? 
15. Evan has 20 fewer raisins than Kayla.  Kayla has 31 raisins.  How many raisins does Evan have?
16. Gemma is counting animals in the park. She counts 16 robins, 19 ducks, and 17 squirrels. How many more robins and ducks did Gemma count than squirrels? 
17. Greg had 1 quarter, 1 dime, and 3 nickels in his pocket. He found 3 nickels on the sidewalk. How much money does Greg have? 
18. In the morning there are 35 students in the cafeteria. 16 more students come in. After a few minutes, some students leave. If there are 31 students still in the cafeteria, how many students left the cafeteria?  
19. Jacob bought a piece of gum for 26 cents and a newspaper for 61 cents. He gave the cashier $1. How much money did he get back? 
20. Jada has some apples.  17 apples are green.  15 apples are red.  6 apples are yellow.  How many apples does Jada have?
21. Jeannie got a pedometer to count her steps. The first hour, she walked 43 steps. The next hour, she walked 48 steps.  How many steps did she walk in the first two hours?  How many more steps did she walk in the second hour than in the first?  
22. Jenny had 39 collectible cards in her collection. Tammy gave her 36 more. How many collectible cards does Jenny have now? 
23. Joe has 19 more toy cars than Larry.  Larry has 8 toy cars.  How many toy cars does Joe have?

24. John read 15 more pages than Marcy. Marcy read 38 pages. The book is 82 pages long. How many pages did John read?  How many more pages does John need to read to finish the book?  

25. Joseph collected 49 golf balls from the course. He still had 38 fewer than his friend Ethan. How many balls did Ethan have? If Ethan gave Joseph 24 golf balls, who had more golf balls? How many more? 
26. Justin has 19 bottle caps.  Elijah has 71 bottle caps.  How many fewer bottle caps does Justin have than Elijah?

27. Katia is hanging decorative lights. The strand of lights is 46 feet long. The building wall is 84 feet long. How many more feet of lights does Katia need to buy to equal the length of the wall? 
28. Kiko’s brother says that he will trade her 2 quarters, 4 dimes, and 2 nickels for a one-dollar bill. Is this a fair trade? How do you know? 
29. Lucas had 67 baseball cards.  His friend gave Lucas some more baseball cards.  Now Lucas has 95 baseball cards.  How many baseball cards did his friend give Lucas?  

30. Maria made 60 cupcakes for the school bake sale. She sold 28 cupcakes on the first day. How many cupcakes did she have left? 
31. Mark wants to place 3 bananas in each basket.  If he has 15 bananas, how many baskets will he need? 
32. Max has 42 marbles in his marble bag after he added 20 marbles at noon. How many marbles did he have before noon? 
33. Mike, Dennis, and April all collected coins from a parking lot. When they counted up their coins, they found they had 24 pennies, 15 nickels, 7 dimes, and 2 quarters. They put all the pennies into one cup and the other coins in another. Which cup had more coins? How many more? 

34. Mr. Arnold has a box of pencils. He passes out 27 pencils and has 45 left. How many pencils did Mr. Arnold have in the beginning? 
35. Mr. Brown’s class was studying the life cycle of toads. Tom brought 41 tadpoles to class. Sara brought 15 to class. They put them all in an aquarium. After a few days 19 tadpoles changed into toads. How many tadpoles are still in the aquarium?  
36. Olivia has 45 sparkle markers.  Makayla has 28 sparkle markers. How many more sparkle markers does Olivia have than Makayla?
37. Owen has 4 dimes, 3 nickels, and 16 pennies. How much money does he have? 
38. Ricardo has 3 quarters, 1 dime, 1 nickel, and 4 pennies. He gave 68 cents to his friend. How much money does Ricardo have left? 
39. Rita has 19 more pennies than Carlos. Rita has 27 pennies. How many pennies does Carlos have? 
40. Robert gave Sandra 1 quarter, 5 nickels, and 2 pennies. Sandra already had 3 pennies and 2 dimes. How much money does Sandra have now? 
41. Robin invited 12 girls and 9 boys to her party. Her mom said she could invite 25 friends in all. How many more friends could Robin invite?  
42. Sally collects stickers. She arranges them in 5 rows of 4. How many stickers does Sally have?

43. Sam, Tom, and Jim want to share a box of chocolates so that they each get the same amount.   If there are 18 pieces in the box, how many will each child get?
44. Samantha has 37 beads.  Andrea has 76 beads.  How many fewer beads does Samantha have than Andrea?
45. Sarah is saving money in her piggy bank. So far, she has 3 dimes, 1 quarter, and 8 pennies.  How much money does Sarah have?  How much more does she need to have a dollar?  
46. Some baseball cards were on the table.  Sam took 42 baseball cards.  Then there were 26 baseball cards on the table.  How many baseball cards were on the table before?
47. Some players are on the basketball court.  14 players left.  Then there were 16 players on the basketball court.  How many players were on the basketball court before?
48. Susan has 37 pennies.  M.J. has 55 pennies more than Susan.  How many pennies does M.J. have?   How many pennies do they have altogether?  
49. Tanya has 3 bags of oranges. If each bag has 4 oranges, how many oranges does she have?
50. Tasha has 44 books. She put 16 books on a shelf. She put 12 books in her book bag and the rest on her desk. How many books did she put on the desk?  
51. The blue team has 5 more girls than the red team.  The red team has 18 girls.  How many girls are on the blue team?

52. The rocket puzzle has 51 pieces.  The speed boat puzzle has 100 pieces.  How many fewer puzzle pieces does the rocket puzzle have than the speed boat puzzle?

53. The shelter rescued 27 kittens in June. In July, it rescued 11 more. In August, it rescued 40 more. How many kittens did the shelter rescue during those 3 months?  If 64 of those kittens found homes by August, how many still needed homes? 
54. There are 2 quarters and 14 pennies in the top drawer of the desk and 7 pennies, 2 nickels, and 1 dime in the bottom drawer. What is the total value of the money in both drawers? 
55. There are 24 more pieces of candy in the purple box than in the red box.  The red box has 15 pieces of candy.  How many pieces of candy are in the purple box?  

56. There are 24 penguins sliding on the ice. There are 18 whales splashing in the ocean. How many more penguins than whales are there? 
57. There are 25 children on the soccer team. 15 are boys and the rest are girls. How many soccer players are girls?  
58. There are 29 students on the playground. 15 students went inside to get water. Then Mrs. Jones brought her students outside to play. Now there are 40 students on the playground. How many students did Mrs. Jones bring to the playground? 
59. There are 30 beads on the floor. There is the same number of red beads as white beads. A student picks up the white beads. How many beads are still on the floor?
60. There were 15 frogs in the pond. Some frogs jumped out. Then 8 frogs jumped in the pond. Now there are 20 frogs in the pond. How many frogs jumped out? 
61. There were 18 carrots and 15 potatoes in the garden. The rest of the plants were tomato plants. There were 51 plants in the garden. How many tomato plants were in the garden? 
62. There were 45 students on the playground. 23 students joined them. Then 35 students went inside. How many students are still on the playground? 
63. Tyler earned 50 points at the Beanbag Toss game.  Jack earned 21 points at the Beanbag Toss game.  Andrew earned 20 points at the Beanbag Toss game.  If Tyler and Jack put their points together, how many more points would they have than Andrew?

64. Zoe stood on one foot for 55 seconds.  Felipe stood on one foot for 38 seconds.  How many more seconds did Zoe stand on one foot than Felipe?

