Dear Parents,
One of the writing tools your child will be able to explore this year is our classroom blog:   Fill in name of blog (as a hyperlink).  A weblog, or blog as they are commonly called, is a special type of web page that allows me to post about classroom activities, assignments, and current topics of interest. Students – and parents – can add comments, which will appear on the blog, once I have approved them. 
The blog is a great school-to-home connection, but will also make it possible for me to connect our classroom with teachers and students in other parts of the state, nation, or world.  Providing students with a real audience for their writing can positively impact their literacy skills, and encourage them to read and write beyond the school day.  

Equally important, our classroom blog is a powerful tool for me to teach your child how to use the Internet safely, effectively, and ethically – essential skills for 21st century learning!
Before your child may start posting to the blog, I ask that you read through this letter and then discuss and sign the following form:
_____________________________________________________________________
Blogging Terms and Conditions

Students using blogs are expected to act safely by keeping personal information out of their comments.  Personal information includes family name, phone number, or home address.
Students using blogs are expected to treat blog sites as classroom spaces. Inappropriate language or content will not be posted. 
Students who do not follow these terms and conditions may lose their privilege to participate in blog discussions. 

I have read and understood the blogging terms and conditions.  I agree to uphold them.

Student’s signature: _________________________________
Date: ________________
Parent/Guardian signature ____________________________
Date: __________________

Note: Students who do NOT have permission to post to the blog, will be provided with a notebook and equal access (paper/pencil) to all online projects.
