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Theatre 
 

Grade 6: Lesson 1 
 
Title:  World Civilization Greek Chorus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
T
 
F
 
 
 
 
 
 
H

Standards Addressed 
 
Artistic Perception 
Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory Information Through the Language and Skills 
Unique to Theatre 
1.1 Use the vocabulary of theatre to describe theatrical experiences, such as action/reaction, 

vocal projection, subtext, theme, mood, design, production values, and stage crew. 
 
Creative Expression 
Creating, Performing, and Participating in Theatre 
2.3 Write and perform scenes or one-act plays that include monologue, dialogue, action, and 

setting together with a range of character types. 
 
Historical and Cultural Context 
Understanding the Historical Contributions and Cultural Dimensions of Theatre 
3.1 Create scripts that reflect particular historical periods or cultures. 
3.2 Differentiate the theatre traditions of cultures throughout the world, such as those in 

Ancient Greece, Egypt, China, and West Africa. 
 
Aesthetic Valuing 
Responding to, Analyzing, and Critiquing Theatrical Experiences 
4.1 Develop and apply criteria for evaluating sets, lighting, costumes, makeup, and props. 
 
Connections, Relationships, Applications 
Connecting and Applying What is Learned in Theatre, Film/Video, and Electronic Media to Other 
Art Forms and Subject Areas and to Careers 
5.1 Use theatrical skills to communicate concepts or ideas from other curriculum areas, such as

a demonstration in history/social science of how persuasion and propaganda are used in 
advertising. 
ime:  55 minutes 

loor Plan:  Classroom with an open area for presentations. 
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Materials Needed:   
• Pictures of locations in the world from history text or from another source, such as National 

Geographic 
• Butcher paper or large sheets of paper 
• Markers 
• Overheads from this lesson 
 
Purpose: 

The students will create a Greek Chorus style presentation based on world locations. 
 
Background: 

In ancient Greece, plays were performed only a few times a year at religious festivals 
honoring Dionysus, the Greek god of wine and fertility.  The plays were presented at contests in 
theatres built into hillsides which seated up to 17,000 people.  Since there was no electricity for 
lighting, sound, or special effects, the plays began early in the morning and lasted until the sun 
set. 

Greek actors wore masks and shoes with twelve inch high soles.  All the actors and 
audience were men.  It is believed that women, even upper class women, were not allowed to 
attend the performance but men of all classes attended.  Much of the action of Greek plays 
consisted of song and dance performed by a group called the chorus.  The chorus was very  
important to Greek plays and also spoke most of the lines. 

A Greek actor by the name of Thespis is credited by most historians as being the first 
playwright, and perhaps the first person, to have stepped out of the chorus to recite solo lines.  
To this day the word thespian in the English language refers to actors or people who work in the 
theatre. 
 
Key Questions: 
 What were the traits of the theatre of Ancient Greece, and how will the students use this 

information to create a reader’s theatre? 
 
Vocabulary: 

∗ Actor—a person, male or female, who performs a role in a play or an 
entertainment. 

∗ Dialogue—the lines or words spoken in a play between two or more characters. 
∗ Proscenium—the enlarged hole cut through a wall to allow the audience to view 

the stage. 
∗ Reader’s theatre—a performance created by actors reading a script rather than 

working from memory. 
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Steps of the Lesson 
1 Set up purpose/goals 
What is a Greek Chorus? 

Thoughts for the Teacher 
How are you making your purpose clear to 
the students? 
By presenting historic background and clear 
directions. 

2 Engage students 
The students will become engaged when 
performing The Standard of Ur. 

How can I effectively get the students 
interested in the content of the lesson? 
Through the use of historic art work. 

3 Learning Sequence 
See actual learning sequence below. 

What are the BIG idea(s) of your 
presentation?  How will students 
understand/experience the material that you 
present? 
Students will create and present a Greek 
Chorus style reader’s theatre. 

4 Assessment 
Performance of a Greek Chorus. 

How will you allow your students to deepen 
their understanding of content presented?  
(Reflect, revise, retell, refine, practice) 
Through self, peer, and teacher evaluation 
using rubric. 

 
Actual Lesson Sequence 

 
1. Share background information and overheads about Greek Theatre with the students.  How 

much time you spend on the introduction will vary depending on how much time you have 
for this activity.  It is not necessary to include all the background information to create a 
Greek Chorus. 

2. Using the overhead of the model of Greek Chorus, The Standard of Ur, assign parts and read 
this chorus with the class. 

3. The students will respond individually, in writing, to pictures of world locations. 
4. Your may either have pictures around the room with a large sheet of paper by each picture or 

you may use pictures in the text. 
Wall Method:  Tape several pictures of world locations on the wall of the classroom.  Next 
to each picture, place a large piece of paper.  Have the students walk around the room and 
write a response to each picture.  Responses may be brief, not more than one sentence per 
person, per picture.  Responses of only one or two words are also good.  Have the students 
move around the room until they are completed. 
Textbook Method:  Precut many small sheets of paper to be response papers.  Hand several 
response papers out to each student.  Instruct the students to turn to specific pages of the text 
and write a brief response to each picture.  Then collect the responses and bundle.  Keep 
track of which responses go to which pictures.  Continue until finished and all the papers are 
collected. 
Suggested images from Harcourt Brace Social Studies—Ancient Civilizations. 
Page 129—Ancient Egyptians 
Page 149—The Pyramids 
Page 168—Ancient Nubians 
Page 199—Ancient India 
Page 219—The Great Stupa 
Page 292—Palace of Knossos 
Page 309—The Parthenon 
Page 329—The Bridge of Tiber River 
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5. Divide the class into groups of about 3-5.  Each group then chooses a picture and is given the 
writing that goes with that picture.  Place the student directions on how to create a Greek 
Chorus on the overhead.  Allow the groups about 15 minutes to work. (See the overhead 
directions for the details.) 

6. The students practice the Greek Chorus and present it to the class. 
 
Assessment: 
Peer/teacher observation based on rubric. 
Advanced:  The student-written Greek Chorus includes, in a complete manner, the lines as 
required.  The speakers use clear and correct diction, articulation, and projection.  The movement 
or staging of the performance is interesting to view and made with clarity.  The performance is 
unique, expressive, and demonstrates a high level of understanding of Greek Chorus. 
Proficient:  The student-written Greek Chorus includes, in a mostly complete manner, the lines 
as required.  The speakers use adequate and correct diction, articulation, and projection.  The 
movement or staging of the performance is adequate but may not be very interesting to view.  
The performance demonstrates an adequate understanding of Greek Chorus. 
Approaching:  The student-written Greek Chorus does not include, in a complete manner, the 
lines as required.  The speakers do not use adequate and correct diction, articulation, and 
projection.  They may be difficult to hear or understand.  There is little or no attempt at 
movement or staging.  The performance demonstrates little understanding of Greek Chorus. 
 
Other Considerations: 

 Allow the students to perform in any language, including sign language.  
 As a class, you may create a Greek Chorus with the teacher acting as recorder on the 

overhead.  
 
Possible Extensions: 

 Read a classic Greek play. 
 Create a model of a Greek theatre. 

 
Sources: 
Jackson, Jeanie and Prince, Nancy, Exploring Theatre, San Francisco, California, West 
Publishing Company, 1997.  ISBN #0-314-07017-6. 
Ancient Civilizations, Harcourt Brace Social Studies, San Francisco, California, 2000. 
ISBN #0-15-309789-2. 
http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/tombs/explore   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/tombs/explore
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How to Create A  
Greek Chorus 

  
1. Choose some phrases from the writings 

that express your feelings about the 
picture. 

 
2. With one person acting as recorder, read 

aloud each of your phrases. 
 
3. Decide on three phrases to repeat three 

times. 
 
4. As a group, arrange the phrases in a way 

that is meaningful to you. 
 
5. Record your chorus on large paper so 

your group can read it. 
 
6. Assign parts. 
 
7. Practice your Greek Chorus. 
 
8. Present your Greek Chorus. 
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