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Theatre 
 

Grade 3: Lesson 4 
 
Title:  Movement for Non-Animate Characters 
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Standards Addressed 
 
Creative Expression 
Creating, Performing, and Participating in Theatre 
2.2 Create for classmates simple scripts that demonstrate knowledge of basic blocking and the 

stage areas. 
 
Connections, Relationships, Applications 
Connecting and Applying What is Learned in Theatre, Film/Video, and Electronic Media to Other
Art Forms and Subject Areas and to Careers 
5.2 Develop problem-solving and communications skills by working collaboratively in 

theatrical experiences. 
ime:  40-50 minutes 

loor Plan:  Classroom floor. 

aterials Needed:   
 Toys students bring to class 
 The Wizard of Oz (movie) 

urpose: 
The students will demonstrate their ability to move like a non-animate object by 

erforming an improvised and/or planned scene. 

ackground: 
The students have had little background for the lesson.  This activity is designed to get 

hem to be less intimidated by performance. 

ey Questions: 
Do humans move in the same way as inanimate objects? 
Can inanimate objects show emotion? 
If you act as an inanimate object, is it hard to show emotion? 
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Steps of the Lesson 
1 Set up purpose/goals 
Your body can be an instrument to act like an 
inanimate object. 

Thoughts for the Teacher 
How are you making your purpose clear to 
the students? 
By using visual/verbal clues. 

2 Engage students 
Have the students volunteer or as a class 
imitate their stuffed animal. 

How can I effectively get the students 
interested in the content of the lesson? 
Bring your own favorite stuffed animal from 
home and place it in different positions.   Then 
you try to imitate it. 

3 Learning Sequence 
a) Act like your stuffed animal. 
b) Have the class do the same. 
c) Show The Wizard of Oz clip. 
d) Follow lesson plan. 
 

What are the BIG idea(s) of your 
presentation?  How will students 
understand/experience the material that you 
present? 
The purpose of this lesson is for the students to 
see how they can communicate with body 
movement.  This can be positive or negative. 

4 Assessment 
Have a class discussion about how real, living, 
breathing animals and inanimate objects move 
differently.  Allow the students to respond and 
tell how they move differently. 

How will you allow your students to deepen 
their understanding of content presented?  
(Reflect, revise, retell, refine, practice) 
Have the students write down an inanimate 
object on paper.  Place these pieces of paper in 
a hat.  Then hand out the papers to everyone in 
the class. Try to make sure that no one got the 
paper they wrote on.  Have them act out the 
object. 

 
Actual Lesson Sequence 

 
1. Talk to the students about the toys/objects they brought to class, why they like them, and how 

they think they might move if they were able. 
2. Watch a short clip of The Wizard of Oz that shows the Tin Man, the Scarecrow, and the Lion. 
3. Talk with the students about the different movements each of the characters had that helped 

them to be a Tin Man, Scarecrow, or Lion.  Discuss the contrast between human movements 
and non-humanistic movements.  Write these on the board. 

4. Divide the students into small groups and have them prepare a five to ten minute 
improvised/written story that incorporates all of their objects. 

5. Give the students a class period to rehearse.  Be sure to watch the rehearsals and help the 
students portray their objects. 

6. Watch the performances, paying close attention to the movement of the objects portrayed. 
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