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Visual and Performing Arts Resources 
Theatre 

 
Grade 1: Lesson 4 
 
Title:  Homes 
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Standards Addressed 
 
Artistic Perception 
Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory Information Through the Language and Skills
Unique to Theatre 
1.1 Use the vocabulary of theatre to talk about theatrical experiences, such as play, plot 

(beginning, middle, and end), improvisation, pantomime, stage, character, and audience. 
 
Aesthetic Valuing 
Responding to, Analyzing, and Critiquing Theatrical Experiences 
4.2 Identify and discuss emotional reactions to a theatrical experience. 
ime:  40-50 minutes 

loor Plan:  Classroom floor. 

aterials Needed:   
 The Three Little Pigs, by Margot Zemach 

urpose: 
To connect theatre skills to literature being studied. 

ackground: 
Besides reading the story, the students have had little background for this lesson.  Few 

ave performed in front of others.  This activity is set up to get them to be less intimidated by 
erformance.  For full academic meaning, the students would have read The Three Little Pigs, by 
argot Zemach from the Open Court Literature. 

ey Questions: 
Is there a beginning, middle, and end to the story? 
Which Little Pig had the best plan? 
How is standing like a brick house different than a stick or straw house? 
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Steps of the Lesson 
1 Set up purpose/goals 
Ask the students if they have ever seen 
someone plan really well when they come to 
school.  How can you tell if someone planned 
well?  How can you tell if someone did not?  
Write down the responses. 

Thoughts for the Teacher 
How are you making your purpose clear to 
the students? 
By using visual/verbal clues. 

2 Engage students 
Have two students come to the front of the 
classroom.  Ask them to draw a picture of a 
house on a piece of paper.  Give one a dark 
crayon, give the other an eraser.  Which one 
will have the most success? 

How can I effectively get the students 
interested in the content of the lesson? 
Talk about two squirrels.  One squirrel gets 
prepared for the winter by storing nuts and the 
other just wants to play.  When the snow 
comes, which squirrel will be happier? 

3 Learning Sequence 
a) Read the story. 
b) Become statues. 
c) Work on voices. 
d) Movement. 
e) Changing acting roles. 
 
 

What are the BIG idea(s) of your 
presentation?  How will students 
understand/experience the material that you 
present? 
The students will identify how a plot unfolds 
as the wolf goes to the three houses and has 
different success rates.  They will see how the 
pigs, through their own efforts, will have 
different results. 

4 Assessment 
What was the beginning, middle, and end of 
the story?  Who were the characters?  What 
was the setting? 

How will you allow your students to deepen 
their understanding of content presented?  
(Reflect, revise, retell, refine, practice) 
Use another story with an obvious beginning, 
middle, and end.  Have the students follow the 
same plan as this lesson. 

 
 

Actual Lesson Sequence 
 

1. Working individually and simultaneously, the students become statues of pig, wolf, straw 
house, stick house, and brick house. 

2. Working in a group, the students develop character voices for the following.  Wolf voice: 
“Little pig, little pig let me come in.”  Pig voice:  “Not by the hair of my chinny, chin, chin.”  
Practice simultaneously and share some of them. 

3. Working individually and simultaneously, the students begin when the leader says, “Go,” and 
freeze when the leader says, “Stop.”  Suggestions are:  build a house of sticks, build a house 
of bricks, sneak like a quiet wolf, blow a house down without actually using air from the 
mouth (have your body show the hard effort of a mighty hard blow), climb down a chimney. 

4. With the students in small groups the leader reads the: 
• First part of The Three Little Pigs.  In A/B pairs, the entire class enacts the first scene 

(first pig and wolf) then switchs parts. 
• Middle part of The Three Little Pigs.  In threes, the entire class enacts the middle scene 

(second pig, first pig, and wolf). 
• End part of The Three Little Pigs.  In fours, the entire class enacts the ending (three pigs 

and wolf). 
5. Have the class come together and have each group share their ending scene. 
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