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Grade Kindergarten: Lesson 3 
 
Title:  Voices of the World—Comparing Music from Other Places  

Bluebird, Bluebird (African American) and Lost My Gold Ring (Jamaican) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Standards Addressed 
 
Artistic Perception 
Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory Information Through the Language and Skills 
Unique to Music 
1.2 Identify and describe basic elements in music (e.g., high/low, fast/slow, loud/soft, and 

beat). 
 

Creative Expression 
Creating, Performing, and Participating in Music 
2.1 Use the singing voice to echo short melodic patterns. 
2.3 Play instruments and move or verbalize to demonstrate awareness of beat, tempo, 

dynamics, and melodic direction. 
 

Historical and Cultural Context 
Understanding the Historical Contributions and Cultural Dimensions of Music 
3.1 Identify the various uses of music in daily experiences. 
3.2 Sing and play simple singing games from various cultures. 
 
Aesthetic Valuing 
Responding to, Analyzing, and Making Judgments About Works in Music 
4.1 Create movements that correspond to specific music. 
 

 
Time:  20-25 minutes 
 
Floor Plan:  Regular classroom setting. 
 
Materials Needed:   
• Silver Burdett Ginn, The Music Connection—Kindergarten,  Page 48 
• CD player 
• CD 3 #31, CD 5 #23 or VAPA CD #4 and #5 
• World map or globe 
 
Purpose: 

To sing and compare two songs from two different cultures. 
To recognize the song, Bluebird, Bluebird has a downward melody. 
To move/clap to steady beats and silent beats. 

 
Background: 

Locate Alabama and Jamaica on a map.  Tell the students that they are going to learn 
songs from these two areas. 
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Key Questions: 
 As the students are singing the song, Bluebird, Bluebird, are their voices matching the 

downward movement of the melody? 
 Can the students understand the differences between the two songs as you explain the 

different geographical areas? 
 
Vocabulary: 

∗ Downward—notes that go lower in tone. 
∗ Steady beat—an unchanging continuous rhythm. 
∗ Silent beat—a unit of measure having no sound. 
∗ Rest—a measured interval of silence between tones. 

 
Steps of the Lesson 

1 Set up purpose/goals 
Play Bluebird, Bluebird, CD 3 #31 or VAPA CD #5.  
Show the students again where Alabama is on the map.  
Play the song again and have the students listen and 
follow the melody.  Encourage the students to sing the 
words, “Oh Johnny, I am tired,” as it occurs. 

Thoughts for the Teacher 
How are you making your purpose clear to the 
students? 
Use hand gestures to indicate that the melody follows 
downward movement.  Check to see if the students are 
singing this movement. 

2 Engage students 
Lead the children to sing along as you play the song 
again.  Invite the students to move to the phrase “Oh 
Johnny, I am tired.”  Does their movement match the 
way the music moves? 

How can I effectively get the students interested in the 
content of the lesson? 
 The students should be able to learn this simple 

melody.  Keep them involved by allowing them to 
sing and move to downward melody. 

 Game for “Bluebird, Bluebird” 
The children form a circle, with two children (bluebirds) in the 
center.  The children join hands and hold them up high to be 
“windows.”  As the recording plays, the children sing along, 
and the bluebirds go in and out through the windows.  On the 
words Oh Johnny, I am tired, the children, with hands still 
joined, lower their hands and bodies to close the windows so 
that the birds cannot go in or out.  Each bird then chooses a 
girl for verse 2, or a boy for verse 3, to take its place.  The 
windows open and the game continues as the music plays. 

3 Learning Sequence 
 Tell the students, “You are now going to listen to a 

song from Jamaica.  Show where Jamaica is on the 
map again.  In this song the singer has lost 
something.  Listen to the song and find out what it 
is.” (A gold ring.) 

 Also point out that the singer is ready to go all the 
way to Kingston to find his ring. 

 Help the students locate Kingston, Jamaica on a 
world map. 

 Play Lost My Gold Ring, CD 5 #23 or VAPA CD #4. 

What are the BIG idea(s) of your presentation?  How 
will students understand/experience the material that 
you present? 
As you play the song, clap and move to the beat of the 
music.  Freeze whenever the music ends.  Help the 
students notice the silent beats and rests in the song. 
 

4 Assessment 
As an observation assessment, play the recording again, 
leading the children in singing the song while walking to 
the beat.  Encourage the children to join you as you clap 
on beats 1 and 3 and rest on beats 2 and 4.  Assess the 
students’ involvement and ability to move/clap to the 
song. 

How will you allow your students to deepen their 
understanding of content presented?  (Reflect, revise, 
retell, refine, practice) 
Some students will be able to move naturally to the 
music and feel the timing of the beats 1 and 3.  Allow 
practice in this activity for the students to master the 
objective. 
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