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Grade Kindergarten: Lesson 2 
 
Title:  Meet the Composers—Chopin for Little Ones 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Standards Addressed 
 
Artistic Perception 
Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory Information Through the Language and Skills 
Unique to Music 
1.2 Identify and describe basic elements in music (e.g., high/low, fast/slow, loud/soft, and 

beat). 
 
Creative Expression 
Creating, Performing, and Participating in Music 
2.1 Use the singing voice to echo short melodic patterns. 
2.2 Sing age-appropriate songs from memory. 
2.3 Play instruments and move or verbalize to demonstrate awareness of beat, tempo, 

dynamics, and melodic direction. 
 
Aesthetic Valuing 
Responding to, Analyzing, and Making Judgments About Works in Music 
4.1 Create movements that correspond to specific music. 
4.2 Identify, talk about, sing, or play music written for specific purposes (e.g., work song, 

lullaby).  

 
Time:  20-25 minutes 
 
Floor Plan:  Regular classroom setting. 
 
Materials Needed:   
• Silver Burdett Ginn, The Music Connection—Kindergarten 
• CD 5 #24 and #25 or VAPA CD #2 and #3 
 
Purpose: 

To develop an awareness of the concept of “tempo.” 
To introduce the students to the music of Frederic Chopin. 

 
Background: 

The students will need to be familiar with the skill of listening for differences and 
similarities. 
 
Key Questions: 
 What is tempo? 
 Who was Frederic Chopin? 
 Why did he write music for the piano? 
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Vocabulary: 
∗ Composer—one who creates musical or literary works. 
∗ Tempo— the pace at which music moves according to the speed of the underlying 

beat. 
∗ Beat— unit of measure of rhythmic time. 
∗ Piano—a large keyboard instrument that, when played, produces sounds, typically 

over seven octaves. 
 
 

Steps of the Lesson 
1 Set up purpose/goals 
Prepare the students for comparing fast and 
slow tempos by asking them, “What kinds of 
things do you do fast?  What things do you do 
slowly?” 

Thoughts for the Teacher 
How are you making your purpose clear to 
the students? 
You may want to act out some of their ideas to 
get the students actively involved. 

2 Engage students 
 Tell the students that you are going to play a 

song for them, and ask them how it is like 
their fast/slow ideas.  Play Little Red Wagon 
(CD 5 #24 or VAPA CD #2). 

 Encourage discussion linking their fast/slow 
activities to the music.  (Some parts of the 
song have a fast tempo, some slow). 

 You may want to pick one fast activity and 
one slow activity to act out during the 
appropriate parts of the recording during a 
second listening. 

How can I effectively get the students 
interested in the content of the lesson? 
Be sure to watch the students closely as they act 
out the chose activity.  This will give you an idea 
if they understand slow/fast tempos. 

3 Learning Sequence 
 Introduce the term “tempo,” telling the 

students that the tempo is the speed that the 
music moves.  Inform them that all music 
has a tempo, and that often, the tempo 
changes in a song.  Listen to Little Red 
Wagon a third time, and have the students 
stand during the parts with a fast tempo, and 
sit during the parts with a slow tempo. 

 Tell the students that a long time ago, there 
lived a composer who wrote some pieces 
designed to “show off” how well students 
could play.  His name was Frederic Chopin.  
Have the students pretend to play the piano 
as you play Chopin’s Etude, OP. 10, No. 5 
(CD 5 #25 or VAPA CD #3). 

What are the BIG idea(s) of your 
presentation?  How will students 
understand/experience the material that you 
present? 
 Assess, through observation, which students 

understand the change in tempo within the 
music. 

 
 
 
 Watch how the children move their fingers 

on their “pianos.”  This again provides an 
informal assessment of which the students 
understand the concept of tempo. 

4 Assessment 
Discuss whether this piece had a fast or slow 
tempo.  Ask why Chopin chose to write this 
piece with a fast tempo? (To better show off 
piano skills.) 

How will you allow your students to deepen 
their understanding of content presented?  
(Reflect, revise, retell, refine, practice) 
Follow up this activity by providing Chopin’s 
music as a background for creative writing or art 
activities. 
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