
 
 

Glossary of Terms Used in the Music Lessons 

 
 
Accent Emphasis or stress on a note or chord. 
 
Accompaniment Vocal or instrumental parts that accompany a melody. 
 
Ballad A popular song that usually tells a story. 
 
Beat Unit of measure of rhythmic time. 
 
Chord Three or more tones sounded simultaneously. 
 
Composer One who creates musical or literary works. 
 
Composition Creation of original music by organizing sound.  Usually written 

down for others to perform. 
 
Counter Melody A melody that is played or sung at the same time as another 

melody. 
 
Downward Notes that go lower in tone. 
 
Eighth Note A note having 1/8 the duration of a whole note. 
 
Elements of Music Melody, harmony, rhythm, and form and the expressive elements 

of dynamics, tempo, and timbre (tone color). 
 
Folk Song A song of unknown authorship that has for generations been 

current among the people of a nation or region. 
 
Half Note A note having ½ the duration of a whole note. 
 
Harmony The simultaneous sounding of two or more tones. 
 
Hum To sing with the lips closed, not producing words. 
 
Instrument Mechanism that generates musical vibrations and transmits them 

into the air. 
 
Lullaby A song for lulling a baby to sleep.  Lull means to calm or soothe by 

gentle sound or motion. 
 
Lyrics The words of a song. 
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March to the Beat Walking with a regular steady step or pace that corresponds to the 
music which has characteristics of military music, including 
strongly accented repetitive rhythmic patterns with two counts per 
measure. 

 
Measure A grouping of a specified number of musical beats located between 

two consecutive vertical lines on a staff or a piece of music. 
 
Meter The pattern of beats by which a piece of music is measured. 
 
Mood The feeling that a piece of music gives (i.e., the mood of a lullaby 

is quiet and gentle). 
 
Notation Written music indicating pitch and rhythm for performance. 
 
Note 1. A tone of definite pitch as made by a voice or musical 

instrument. 
 2. A symbol for a tone, indicating the duration by its form and its 

pitch by the position on the staff. 
 
Off Beat A weak beat or any pulse between the beats in a measured 

rhythmic pattern. 
 
Ostinato A rhythmic or melodic accompaniment repeated continuously 

throughout the song. 
 
Piano A large keyboard instrument that, when played, produces sounds, 

typically over seven octaves. 
 
Quarter Note A note having ¼ the duration of a whole note. 
 
Rag A composition in ragtime. 
 
Ragtime Syncopated rhythm.  A type of American music popular from 

about 1890-1920 and characterized by strong syncopation in even 
time.  It was influential in the development of jazz. 

 
Refrain A phrase, verse, or verses repeated at intervals in a song or poem, 

usually after each verse. 
 
Rest A measured interval of silence between tones. 
 
Round A form in which a melody begins in one part and then is 

continually and exactly repeated by other parts in an overlapping 
fashion. 

 
Score The organized notation of all of the instrumental and/or vocal parts 

of a composition. 
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Silent Beat A unit of measure having no sound. 
 
Steady Beat An unchanging continuous rhythm. 
 
Syncopation The placement of rhythmic accents on weak beats or weak portions 

of beats. 
Tempo The pace at which music moves according to the speed of the 

underlying beat. 
 
Theme An important melody that occurs several times in a piece of music. 
 
Theme and Variation A compositional form in which a theme is clearly stated and is 

followed by a number of variations. 
 
Tie A curved line above or below two notes of the same pitch 

indicating that the tone is to be held unbroken for the duration of 
their combined value. 

 
Time Signature A sign, usually written as a fraction, at the beginning of the music 

to tell the musicians how many beats are in a measure, and which 
note gets one beat. 

 
Verse A division of a song, usually made up of four or more lines and 

often with a regular pattern in the number of lines and the 
arrangement of meter. 

 
Work Song A communal song that synchronized group tasks. 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes 
 

Whole: Half: 
 
 
Quarter: Eighth: 
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	Half Note A note having ½ the duration of a whole note.

