
Elk Grove Unified School District 
Visual and Performing Arts Resources 

Music 
 

Grade Six: Lesson 1 
 
Title:  We’ve Got Rhythm—Reggae Rhythm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
T
 
F
 
M
•
•
•
•
 
P

s
 
B

l

 
 
H

 
Standards Addressed 
 

Artistic Perception 
Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory Information Through the Language and Skills 
Unique to Music 
1.5 Analyze and compare the use of musical elements representing various genres and cultures, 

emphasizing meter and rhythm. 
 

Creative Expression 
Creating, Performing, and Participating in Music 
2.3 Perform on an instrument a repertoire of instrumental literature representing various genres,

styles, and cultures with expression, technical accuracy, tone quality, and articulation—by 
oneself and in ensembles (level of difficulty: 1; scale; 1-6). 

 

Historical and Cultural Context 
Understanding the Historical Contributions and Cultural Dimensions of Music 
3.3 Describe distinguishing characteristics of representative musical genres and styles from two

or more cultures. 
 
Aesthetic Valuing 
Responding to, Analyzing, and Making Judgments About Works in Music 
4.2 Explain how various aesthetic qualities convey images, feeling, or emotion. 
ime:  20 minutes 

loor Plan:  Regular classroom setting. 

aterials Needed:   
 Silver Burdett Ginn, The Music Connection—Sixth Grade, Teacher’s Manual 
 Silver Burdett Ginn, The Music Connection—Sixth Grade 
 CD player 
 CD 1 #12 and #13 or VAPA CD #8 and #9 

urpose: 
To understand rhythms used in reggae and to perform a reggae song in an appropriate 

tyle. 

ackground: 
The students will benefit from having this lesson after the Voices of the World music 

esson. 
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Key Questions: 
 What characteristics give reggae music its style? 
 
Vocabulary: 

∗ Ska—Jamaican urban dance form popular in the 1960s, influential in reggae. 
∗ Blues—African-American form of secular folk music, related to jazz, that is based on 

a simple, repetitive poetic-musical structure. 
∗ Beat—unit of measure of rhythmic time. 
∗ Offbeat—a weak beat or any pulse between the beats in a measured rhythmic pattern. 
∗ Tempo—the pace at which music moves according to the speed of the underlying 

beat. 
∗ Reggae—Jamaican popular music style characterized by offbeat rhythms and chanted 

vocals over a strong bass part. 
 

Steps of the Lesson 
1 Set up purpose/goals 
Introduce the lesson by asking, “What is a beat 
in music?”  Lead the class in clapping a slow, 
steady beat together. 

Thoughts for the Teacher 
How are you making your purpose clear to 
the students? 
Do not spend too much time on the definition 
of beat (unit of measure of rhythmic time), but 
rather get quickly into the music. 

2 Engage students 
 Play the recording of One Love (CD 1 #12 

or VAPA CD #8) and discuss the 
information about reggae on page 16 (or 
see attachment), in the student textbook. 

 Set up a rock steady beat with the class 
about the same speed as the song One 
Love.  Have the students clap first on beat 1 
and 3 and then on 2 and 4.  This can be 
done with the song playing. 

How can I effectively get the students 
interested in the content of the lesson? 
If you can get a small drum, it can be used to 
establish the rock steady beat underneath the 
clapping activity. 

3 Learning Sequence 
 Ask the students, “How does the rhythm 

in One Love make this style reggae?”  (It 
is the rock steady.) 

 Have the students turn to page 18 (or 
make copies of the attached page) to the 
song Give a Little Love.  Play the 
recording (CD 1 #13 or VAPA CD #9) 
while the students follow along in their 
textbooks.  Encourage the students to: 
∗ Feel the steady beat, keep a steady beat 
∗ Sing along with the song 
∗ Clap on beat 2 of each measure 

What are the BIG idea(s) of your 
presentation?  How will students 
understand/experience the material that you 
present? 
Some students may be familiar with the music 
of Bob Marley.  His son, Ziggy, is also a 
reggae performer.  The students may recognize 
Ziggy’s reggae style as the person who 
performs the song from the PBS TV show 
Arthur. 
 
Steady beat is: 1, 2, 1, 2, 1, 2, 1, 2, 

4 Assessment 
The students should be able to successfully 
sing this song with repeated practice sessions.   
 

How will you allow your students to deepen 
their understanding of content presented?  
(Reflect, revise, retell, refine, practice) 
Plan a performance (graduation, PTA program 
or for other classes) using the stereo 
performance track (CD 1 #14).  This is an 
evaluation of how precise the students are 
becoming in their singing. 
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