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Music 
 

Grade Four: Lesson 3 
 
Title:  Voices of the World—Songs from Three Different Cultures:  Korea, Mexico, and 
Kenya 
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Standards Addressed 
 
Creative Expression 
Creating, Performing, and Participating in Music 
2.1 Sing a varied repertoire of music from diverse cultures, including rounds, descants, and

songs with ostinatos, alone and with others. 
 
Historical and Cultural Context 
Understanding the Historical Contributions and Cultural Dimensions of Music 
3.2 Identify music from diverse cultures and time periods. 
3.3 Sing and play music from diverse cultures and time periods. 
3.4 Compare musical styles from two or more cultures. 
ime:  45 minutes 

loor Plan:  Regular classroom setting. 

aterials Needed:   
 Silver Burdett Ginn, The Music Connection—Fourth Grade, Teacher’s Manual 
 Silver Burdett Ginn, The Music Connection—Fourth Grade 
 CD player 
 CD 7 #12, #13, #17, #23 or VAPA CD #17, #18, #19, #20 
 Map of the world or globe 

urpose: 
To sing and compare three songs from three different cultures. 

ackground: 
People from every culture sing and use music to express themselves.  Locate Korea, 

exico, and Kenya on the world map or globe. 

ey Questions: 
What is the purpose of each song? 
How does geographical region affect what is expressed in song? 

ocabulary: 
∗ Phrase—a musical idea comparable to a sentence or a clause in language.  May be 

complete or incomplete. 
∗ Steady beat—an unchanging continuous rhythm. 
∗ Ballad—a popular song that usually tells a story. 
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Steps of the Lesson 
1 Set up purpose/goals 
Introduce the idea of world cultures by having 
the students listen and follow along to the 
recording of Voices of the World (VAPA CD 
#17), page 174 (or see attachment). 

Thoughts for the Teacher 
How are you making your purpose clear to 
the students? 
 Explain that the students will be listening to 

songs form three different cultures:  Korea, 
Mexico, and Kenya. 

 Guide the students into comparing and 
contrasting the style and function of each 
song, noting the importance of geography 
and culture. 

2 Engage students 
Introduce the Korean folk song, Bluebells, 
page 175 (or see below). (CD 7 #13 or VAPA 
CD #18).  Play it once for listening and then 
play it again and have the students sing along. 

How can I effectively get the students 
interested in the content of the lesson? 
Discuss the purpose of the song as written 
above the music on page 175 (or see 
attachment). (“In the springtime, young girls 
gather the edible roots of the Doraji plant that 
grows in the hills and valleys.”) 

3 Learning Sequence 
 Introduce the Kenya folk song Ochimbo, 

page 178 (CD 7 #17 or VAPA CD #19).   
Play it once for listening and then play it 
again and have the students sing along. 
(See the teacher’s manual for more ideas 
on performance and participation 
enjoyment.) 

 Introduce the Mexican ballad El Payo 
(The Cowpoke), page 182 (CD 7 #23 or 
VAPA CD #20).   Play it once for 
listening and then play it again and have 
the students sing along. (See the teacher’s 
manual, page 182, 9a, for further cultural 
connection or see attachment.) 

What are the BIG idea(s) of your 
presentation?  How will students 
understand/experience the material that you 
present? 
 Discuss the purpose of this song as written 

above the music on page 178 (or see 
attachment). 

 Discuss how this song is different than 
Bluebells in style and function. 

 Explain that this song is a ballad, which is 
a simple story sung in simple poetry.  
Discuss how this song is different from 
the other two (i.e., Bluebells is about the 
beauty of nature, Ochimbo has a repeated 
rhythmic phrase with percussion). 

4 Assessment 
The students will be able to demonstrate an 
understanding of the differences by 
participating in the discussion and singing 
along with the music in the appropriate style. 

How will you allow your students to deepen 
their understanding of content presented?  
(Reflect, revise, retell, refine, practice) 
Ask the students if they know any ballads. 
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Bluebells, bluebells, lovely bluebells 
Deep in the mountains my bluebells grow 
Gathering bluebells in wide valleys 
Baskets of bluebells will overflow. 

“Boys and girls of Africa learn the customs of 
their people through singing and dancing.  The 
Ochimbo bird is a symbol of a certain group, 
and in this song the singers are asking a favor 
from the bird.” 
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