
Elk Grove Unified School District 
Visual and Performing Arts Resources 

Music 
 

Grade Three: Lesson 4 
 
Title:  Sing a Song—Learning to Sing in Harmony (Make New Friends) 
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Standards Addressed 
 
Artistic Perception 
Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory Information Through the Language and Skills 
Unique to Music 
1.1 Read, write, and perform simple rhythmic patterns, using quarter notes, eighth notes, half 

notes, dotted half notes, whole notes, and rests. 
1.3 Identify melody, rhythm, harmony, and timbre in selected pieces of music when presented

aurally. 
1.6 Identify simple musical forms (e.g., AABA, AABB, and round). 
 
Creative Expression 
Creating, Performing, and Participating in Music 
2.1 Sing with accuracy in a developmentally appropriate range. 
2.2 Sing age-appropriate songs from memory, including rounds, partner songs, and ostinatos. 
 

ime:  20 minutes 

loor Plan:  Regular classroom setting. 

aterials Needed:   
 Silver Burdett Ginn, The Music Connection—Third Grade 
 CD 2 #2 or VAPA CD #12 
 CD player 
 Any song with harmony (more that two voices singing different pitches) 

urpose: 
To create harmony by singing a round. 

ackground: 
The students should be familiar with the concept of steady beat.  They should also have 

ad some experience with singing and playing rhythmic ostinatos. 

ey Questions: 
What is harmony? 
How can we create harmonies with our voices? 

ocabulary: 
∗ Harmony—the simultaneous sounding of two or more tones. 
∗ Round—a form in which a melody begins in one part and then is continually and 

exactly repeated by other parts in an overlapping fashion. 
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Steps of the Lesson 

1 Set up purpose/goals 
 Introduce this lesson by having the students 

listen to a recording of a song you enjoy 
that uses harmonies. 

 Ask the students how many people they 
think are singing.  Are they all singing the 
same thing? 

 Introduce the term “harmony” as “two or 
more different tones sounding at the same 
time.” 

Thoughts for the Teacher 
How are you making your purpose clear to 
the students? 
Almost any group singing will work for this, 
from the Hallelujah Chorus to the Beatles. 

2 Engage students 
 Tell the students that in this lesson, they 

will begin to learn how harmonies are 
created. 

 Have the students follow along in their 
books (page 48 or see attachment) as you 
play Make New Friends (CD 2 #2 or 
VAPA CD #12). 

How can I effectively get the students 
interested in the content of the lesson? 
Observe rhythmic responses among the 
students as they tap the steady beat. 

3 Learning Sequence 
 Ask the students to describe how a round 

works. 
 Tell the students that both parts sing the 

same melody but start at different times. 
 Play the song again to teach the melody. 
 Divide the class into two groups.  Find the 

Roman numerals above the music that tell 
the students when to begin singing their 
part. 

 Practice the song as a two-part round. 

What are the BIG idea(s) of your 
presentation?  How will students 
understand/experience the material that you 
present? 
 Help the students identify a round as a 

follow-the-leader process. 
 The students need to be thoroughly 

familiar with the melody to sing a round. 

4 Assessment 
Listen as the students sing Make New Friends 
as a round.   
 
 

How will you allow your students to deepen 
their understanding of content presented?  
(Reflect, revise, retell, refine, practice) 
Observe the students as they sing the round.  
Listen for clarity of the two parts and whether 
the students are singing on the beat. 
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