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Standards Addressed 
 
Artistic Perception 
Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory Information Through the Language and Skills 
Unique to Music 
1.1 Read, write, and perform simple rhythmic patterns, using quarter notes, eighth notes, half 

notes, dotted half notes, whole notes, and rests. 
1.3 Identify melody, rhythm, harmony, and timbre in selected pieces of music when presented

aurally. 
 
Historical and Cultural Context 
Understanding the Historical Contributions and Cultural Dimensions of Music 
3.1 Identify the uses of music from diverse cultures and time periods. 
 

Aesthetic Valuing 
Responding to, Analyzing, and Making Judgments About Works in Music 
4.2 Create developmentally appropriate movements to express pitch, tempo, form, and 

dynamics. 
4.3 Describe how specific musical elements communicate particular ideas or moods in music. 
ime:  25-30 minutes 

loor Plan:  Regular classroom setting. 

aterials Needed:   
 Silver Burdett Ginn, The Music Connection—Third Grade, Teacher’s Manual 
 Silver Burdett Ginn, The Music Connection—Third Grade 
 CD player 
 CD 1 #15, #16 or VAPA CD #6 and #7 (no words) 

urpose: 
To learn about Scott Joplin, his music, and to listen to two selections of his music. 
To discover elements of ragtime and dance rhythms through listening and moving to the 
music. 

ackground: 
The students need to know or review the difference between the steady beat and the 

hythm of a music. 
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Key Questions: 
 Who is Scott Joplin? 
 Why is he important? 
 Why is his music unique? 
 
Vocabulary: 

∗ Rag—a composition in ragtime. 
∗ Ragtime—syncopated rhythm.  A type of American music popular from about 1890-

1920 and characterized by strong syncopation in even time.  It was influential in the 
development of jazz. 

∗ Juba—a Southern plantation Black dance of the 19th century, characterized by a 
lively rhythm marked by clapping the hands. 

∗ Syncopation—the placement of rhythmic accents on weak beats or weak portions of 
beats. 
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Steps of the Lesson 
1 Set up purpose/goals 
 Ask the students what popular dances they 

have seen on television.  Which is more 
important in these dances—the melody, the 
harmony, or the rhythm? 

 Read together the student text, pages 14-15 (or 
see attachments), Ragtime Rhythms. 

 Refer to the picture of the dancers on page 14 
(or see attachments). 
∗ What does this picture communicate? 
∗ Why are they performing this particular 

style of music? 
 What do you think is the background of these 

entertainers? 

Thoughts for the Teacher 
How are you making your purpose clear to the 
students? 

 Lead the students to understand that people 
move to the rhythm when they dance.  The 
style of the dance is directly related to the 
rhythm of the music, as well as the style of the 
music being played. 

 Discuss with the students the background of 
slaves on plantations.  What was their form of 
entertainment and expression of culture? 

2 Engage students 
 Play about a minute of Maple Leaf Rag (CD 1 

#15 or VAPA CD #6) and ask the students to 
tap a steady beat on their laps as they listen. 

 “Is the steady beat what makes this music 
interesting?” 

 Look at the rhythm patterns on page 15 (or see 
attachments), and practice clapping the pattern.  
Use the recording to help with the “feel” of the 
rhythm. 

 Compare the difference between the rhythm of 
the song and the steady beat by dividing the 
class in half.  One group claps the steady beat, 
while the other group claps the rhythm with the 
teacher. 

How can I effectively get the students interested 
in the content of the lesson? 
 Check to see that the students understand that 

the rhythm of the melody makes the music 
interesting. 

 Observe if the students are clapping the 
rhythm and including the “feel” of the music. 

3 Learning Sequence 
 Read Spotlight on R. Nathaniel Dett and the 

Juba Dance in the teacher’s manual, page 15 
(or see attachments).  Play Juba Dance (CD 1 
#16 or VAPA CD #7) and ask the students to 
compare this piece of music with Maple Leaf 
Rag.  Write their ideas on the board. 

 Invite the students to stand and move to the 
music. 

 Play music and ask the students to follow your 
movements. 

What are the BIG idea(s) of your presentation?  
How will students understand/experience the 
material that you present? 
 Check to see that the students can compare the 

two musical pieces. (Both are piano pieces, 
both are live, both have a steady beat.) 

 Lead the students to discover that Juba Dance 
has fewer contrasting sections which sets the 
musical rhythms apart from one another. 

 Direct the students to use self-space when 
moving to music (no bumping or pushing) and 
check that they are following your 
movements. 

4 Assessment 
 The students will be able to demonstrate an 

understanding of Scott Joplin and his Ragtime 
music by listening and clapping the rhythms of 
his music. 

 The students should also gain an understanding 
that Joplin’s music evolved from African 
American slaves’ expression of dance. 

How will you allow your students to deepen 
their understanding of content presented?  
(Reflect, revise, retell, refine, practice) 
 Check that the students’ clapping and 

movement reflect the steady beat and rhythm 
of the music. 

 Did they master the clapping pattern that was 
introduced? 
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