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Music 
 

Grade Three: Lesson 1 
 
Title:  We’ve Got Rhythm—Music in ¾ Time (Take Me Out to the Ballgame) 
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Standards Addressed 
 
Artistic Perception 
Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory Information Through the Language and Skills
Unique to Music 
1.1 Read, write, and perform simple rhythmic patterns, using quarter notes, eighth notes, half 

notes, dotted half notes, whole notes, and rests. 
1.2B Experience and perform music written in ¾ time signature. 
 (Note:  This benchmark is not from the State Content Standards.) 
 
Creative Expression 
Creating, Performing, and Participating in Music 
2.1 Sing with accuracy in a developmentally appropriate range. 
2.2 Sing age-appropriate songs from memory, including rounds, partner songs, and ostinatos. 
2.3 Play rhythmic and melodic ostinatos on classroom instruments. 
 
Connections, Relationships, Applications 
Connecting and Applying What is Learned in Music to Learning in Other Art Forms and Subject 
Areas and to Careers 
5.1 Identify the use of similar elements in music and other art forms (e.g., form, rhythm). 

 

ime:  30 minutes 

loor Plan:  Regular classroom setting. 

aterials Needed:   
 CD 1 #1, #6, #17, #24, and #29 or VAPA CDs #1- #5 
 Woodblocks, drums, and tambourines (optional) 

urpose: 
To demonstrate meter in ¾ time through movement. 
To build upon prior knowledge of rhythmic notation. 

ackground: 
The students should have experience finding the steady beat in music, and reading and 

laying quarter notes, half notes, and quarter rests. 
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Key Questions: 
 What does the ¾ time signature mean? 
 What rhythmic patterns can be played in ¾ time? 
 
Vocabulary: 

∗ Steady beats—an unchanging continuous rhythm. 
∗ Meter in three— ¾ meter indicates that the beats are grouped by threes with the 

quarter note representing one beat or pulse. 
∗ Time signature—a sign, usually written as a fraction, at the beginning of the music to 

tell the musicians how many beats are in a measure, and which note gets one beat. 
∗ Measure—a grouping of a specified number of musical beats located between two 

consecutive vertical lines on a staff or a piece of music. 
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Steps of the Lesson 
1 Set up purpose/goals 
 As a warm-up, review the musical notation 

taught in the previous lessons.  Write 
different quarter and eighth note patterns 
on the board, having the students clap them 
or tap them on their desks. 

 Listen to We’ve Got Lots in Common (CD 
1 #1 or VAPA CD #1).  Have the students 
clap a steady beat. 

Thoughts for the Teacher 
How are you making your purpose clear to 
the students? 

 Observe to see that the students remember 
these rhythmic notations. 

 
 
 Are the students able to keep a steady beat 

even when there is no melody note? 

2 Engage students 
Play Take Me Out to the Ball Game (CD 1 #24 
or VAPA CD #4).  Discuss where the students 
have heard this song before. 

How can I effectively get the students 
interested in the content of the lesson? 
Observe rhythmic responses among the 
students. 

3 Learning Sequence 
 Have the students take out their books and 

follow along, pages 22-23 (or see 
attachment), and sing as you play the song 
again.  Point out the dotted half note in the 
third measure and inform the students that 
the dot adds one beat to the half note which 
means it gets three beats. 

 Point out the time signature at the beginning 
of the song.  Inform the students that the “3” 
indicates that there are three beats in every 
measure.  Sing a few bars of the song again, 
clapping three beats per measure as you 
sing. 

 Have the entire class practice the three 
different rhythmic patterns shown on the top 
of page 23 (or see attachment).  If you 
cannot provide the instruments suggested, 
have the class come up with three different 
body movements to use (i.e., clap, tap the 
desks, pat their legs, etc.) 

 Once the students are successful in playing 
these patterns, divide them into three 
groups, assigning each a different pattern.  
Have them play their patterns along with the 
recording. 

 Invite the students to create their own 
rhythms in ¾ time to play along with the 
recording.  Help them write their ideas on 
the board. 

What are the BIG idea(s) of your 
presentation?  How will students 
understand/experience the material that you 
present? 
 
 See definitions of time signature and 

measure in the vocabulary list. 
 
 The quarter rests in the drum and 

tambourine patterns can be difficult for the 
students.  Encourage the students to nod 
on these rests to help them play 
successfully. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 You might want to try combining just two 

of the patterns before attempting all three! 
 
 
 
 Encourage the students to incorporate 

eighth notes into their rhythms. 

4 Assessment 
Play part of CD 1 #6 (or VAPA CD #2)  
Rockin’ Robin, CD 1 #17 (or VAPA CD #3)  
It’s a Small World, and CD 1 #25 (or VAPA 
CD #5) Waltz of the Dolls.  Have the students 
tell you which piece is in ¾ time (Waltz of the 
Dolls). 

How will you allow your students to deepen 
their understanding of content presented?  
(Reflect, revise, retell, refine, practice) 
 Observe rhythmic responses to the piece. 
 Can the students identify which song is ¾ 

meter? 
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