
Elk Grove Unified School District 
Visual and Performing Arts Resources 

Music 
 

Grade Two: Lesson 2 
 
Title:  Meet the Composers— Piotr I. Tchaikovsky,  (March of the Tin Soldier)  
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Standards Addressed 
 
Artistic Perception 
Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory Information Through the Language and Skills
Unique to Music 
1.1 Read, write, and perform simple rhythmic patterns, using quarter notes, eighth notes, half 

notes, and rests. 
 
Creative Expression 
Creating, Performing, and Participating in Music 
2.1 Sing with accuracy in a developmentally appropriate range. 
 
Historical and Cultural Context 
Understanding the Historical Contributions and Cultural Dimensions of Music 

3.1 Identify the uses of specific music in daily or special events. 
3.3 Describe music from different cultures.
ime:  30 minutes 

loor Plan:  Regular classroom setting. 

aterials Needed:   
 Silver Burdett Ginn, The Music Connection—Second Grade, Pages 10 and 11 
 CD player 
 CD 1 #6 and #7 or VAPA CD #14 and #15 
 Story of The Nutcracker, by E.T.A. Hoffmann (optional) 
 Assorted rhythm instruments (optional) 

urpose: 
To understand that steady beat is even. 
To understand the rhythm of a song includes sounds of different lengths. 
To compare and recognize the steady beat in the music of the famous composer, Piotr I. 
Tchaikovsky. 

ackground: 
Check to see that the students can keep a steady beat by clapping or tapping with their 

ands. 

ey Questions: 
Was there a clear difference between the beat (one, two, three, four) and the rhythm 
(beats organized in music) of the song?  Can the students show the difference? 
Who was Frederic Piotr I. Tchaikovsky? 
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Vocabulary: 

∗ Steady beat—an unchanging continuous rhythm. 
∗ Rhythm—the combinations of long and short, even or uneven sounds that convey a 

sense of movement. 
∗ Score—the organized notation of all of the instrumental and/or vocal parts of a 

composition. 
∗ Quarter note—a note having ¼ the duration of a whole note. 
∗ Composer—one who creates musical or literary works. 

 
 

Steps of the Lesson 
1 Set up purpose/goals 
 Listen to the song Shake Hands, Mary (CD 

1 #6 or VAPA CD #14), clapping a steady 
beat. 

 Sing the song while keeping the steady 
beat. 

Thoughts for the Teacher 
How are you making your purpose clear to 
the students? 
Watch for student involvement as they keep a 
steady beat. 

2 Engage students 
As the students sing the song, have one half of 
the class keep the steady beat on their laps, 
while the other half claps the rhythm of the 
lyrics. 

How can I effectively get the students 
interested in the content of the lesson? 
Observe the students that keep a steady beat 
and assign them to be leaders of the first half of 
the class, while you lead the other half of the 
class in the rhythm and movement of the 
music. 

3 Learning Sequence 
 Introduce Tchaikovsky’s March from the 

Nutcracker.  Read about Tchaikovsky 
below.*  Play the March (CD 1 #7 or 
VAPA CD #15) and keep the steady beat.  
Tell the students that the steady beat is 
going to change. 

 As the steady beat changes, tap the beat on 
various parts of the body:  lap, shoulders, 
head, knees. 

 Show the students that the change happens 
every eight beats. 

What are the BIG idea(s) of your 
presentation?  How will students 
understand/experience the material that you 
present? 
The patterns in the music will help the students 
know when to change the location of the beat.  
The change happens every eight beats.  Count 
aloud to show the students how compositions 
are arranged according to meter. 

4 Assessment 
Repeat the March and observe how the 
students are keeping the steady beat and 
following the change in the music.  If the 
students can follow the music, they have met 
the objective. 

How will you allow your students to deepen 
their understanding of content presented?  
(Reflect, revise, retell, refine, practice) 
The students enjoy using rhythm instruments.  
This is a great way for the students to reinforce 
how to keep the beat steady and even while 
using different rhythmic sounds. 

 
*Frederic Piotr I. Tchaikovsky (1840-1893) was one of the most famous Russian composers of all 
time.  He first trained to be a lawyer, but changed to the study and composition of music in his 
early twenties.  He wrote many beautiful pieces of music.  Some of the most famous are his 
ballets, including The Nutcracker, Swan Lake, and Sleeping Beauty, all stories for children. 
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