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Grade 6: Lesson 4 
 
Title:  Group Choreography 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Standards Addressed 
 
Artistic Perception 
Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory Information Through the Language and Skills 
Unique to Dance 
1.5 Describe and analyze movements observed and performed, using appropriate dance 

vocabulary. 
 
Creative Expression 
Creating, Performing, and Participating in Dance 
2.7 Revise, memorize, and rehearse dance studies for the purpose of performing for others. 
2.8 Demonstrate the ability to cooperate and collaborate with a wide range of partners and 

groups (e.g., imitating, leading/following, mirroring, calling/responding, echoing, sequence 
building). 

 
Historical and Cultural Context 
Understanding the Historical and Cultural Dimensions of Dance 
3.3 Explain the various ways people have experienced dance in their daily lives (e.g., Roman 

entertainments, Asian religious ceremonies, baby naming in Ghana, Latin American 
celebrations). 

 
Aesthetic Value 
Responding to, Analyzing, and Making Judgments About Works of Dance 
4.2 Propose ways to revise choreography according to established assessment criteria. 
4.4 Distinguish the differences between viewing live and recorded dance performances. 
 
Connections, Relationships, Applications 
Connecting and Applying What is Learned in Dance to Learning in Other Art Forms and Subject 
Areas and to Careers 
5.3 Identify careers in dance and dance-related fields (e.g., teacher, therapist, videographer, 

dance critic, choreographer, notator). 

 
Time:  30 minutes 
 
Floor Plan:  Inside or outside area, general and self-space with marked boundaries. 
 
Materials Needed:   
• Stop/Go signal 
• Chalk for self-space and/or boundaries 
• Floor signs (Floor Pattern, Isolation, Level, Rhythm) 
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• Music (optional) 
 



H:\DATA\WORD\ARTS\LESSON\DANCE\6th-4.doc10-31-03 

Purpose: 
The purpose of this lesson is to continue basic Hip-Hop moves and rhythms to 

incorporate personal choreography.  The students will be able to work cooperatively and 
productively in groups of four. 
 
Background: 

It is assumed the students know previously taught dance steps and are familiar with 
general and self-space.  See previous lessons for extra support, if needed. 
 

Key Questions: 
 Are the students truly working collaboratively? 
 Do the students understand the vocabulary? 
 
 

Steps of the Lesson 
1 Set up purpose/goals 
Today we are going to explore basic Hip-Hop 
moves and continue working on and 
developing personal choreography. 

Thoughts for the Teacher 
How are you making your purpose clear to 
the students? 
Do the students understand the four 
requirements? 
Will the students create original choreography? 
Will the students grasp the various rhythms? 

2 Engage students 
Get the students into the activity and keep 
music on so that it gets them practicing their 
dance. 

How can I effectively get the students 
interested in the content of the lesson? 
Play upbeat music with a variety of different 
rhythms that they enjoy.  Tell the students that 
they will be performing it at the end of the 
class. 

3 Learning Sequence 
a) Introduce four panels (Level, Rhythm, 

Isolation, and Floor Pattern). 
b) Explain grouping. 
c) Give time to explore and create new 

choreography. 
d) Showcase at the end. 

What are the BIG idea(s) of your 
presentation?  How will students 
understand/experience the material that you 
present? 
By listening to rhythms of music, the students 
can explore free-style movement intertwined 
with Hip-Hop moves. 

4 Assessment 
Make sure the students understand that they are 
working together for a common goal of 
creating a dance.  

How will you allow your students to deepen 
their understanding of content presented?  
(Reflect, revise, retell, refine, practice) 
The students will perform in groups of three 
with original choreography. 
The students will be able to critique their own 
choreography. 

 
 
 

Actual Lesson Sequence 
 

1. This is our last lesson and you have learned a lot of information.  Our cumulative assignment 
will be a jig-saw learning assignment.  Today, I would like you to find a group of four.  You 
must have at least one boy and one girl in each group.  You have 10 seconds to find your 
groups and take a seat with them. 
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2. Once the students are in their groups, explain their instructions.  Now that you are all 
grouped up, let me tell you what your choreography must include. 
∗ Two different floor patterns for your locomotor movements (straight lines, zig-zags, 

diagonals, etc.) 
∗ Movements in two levels (locomotor or non-locomotor) 
∗ Use of at least two Hip-Hop moves from the previous lessons 
∗ A clear beginning pose and ending pose 
∗ Dancers need to move in unison where appropriate 

3. Let students work collaboratively and choose music if they would like.  Give ample time for 
practice and encourage them to perform for their classmates.  If necessary teach/use Grade 4: 
Lesson 4 regarding etiquette.  You may perform this on the stage in the multi-purpose room 
or for other classes. 

 
Closure: 
 Debrief and discuss problems and solutions to the groups’ choreography. 
 

 Other Considerations 
Special Needs:  Adjust the lesson according to the student’s abilities. 
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