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Grade Kindergarten: Lesson 1 
 
Title:  Line 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Standards Addressed 
 
Artistic Perception 
Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory Information Through the Language and Skills 
Unique to the Visual Arts 
1.3 Identify the elements of art (line, color, shape/form, texture, value, space) in the 

environment and in works of art, emphasizing line, color, and shape. 
 
Creative Expression 
Creating, Performing, and Participating in the Visual Arts 
2.5 Use lines in drawings and paintings to express feelings. 
 
Aesthetic Valuing 
Responding to, Analyzing, and Making Judgments About Works in the Visual Arts 
4.2 Describe what they see (including both literal and expressive content) in selected works of 

art. 
4.3 Talk about how and why they made a selected work of their art. 

 
Time:  30-45 minutes 
 
Floor Plan:  Regular classroom setting. 
 
Materials Needed:   
• Paper 
• Pencils/crayons/pens 
 
Purpose: 

To introduce lines as one of the basic elements of art. 
To introduce artistic vocabulary and terminology. 

 
Background: 

The students should be familiar with lines. 
 
Key Questions: 
 How many kinds of lines are there? 
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Vocabulary: 
∗ Line—a point moving in space. 
∗ Vertical—straight up or down. 
∗ Horizontal—lying flat, or a line parallel to the ground. 
∗ Curved—a line having no straight part. 
∗ Thick—having great depth. 
∗ Thin—having little depth. 
∗ Zig zag—a line with a series of short, sharp angles in alternate directions. 
∗ Diagonal—a slanting line. 

 
 

Steps of the Lesson 
1 Set up purpose/goals 

 On the overhead or at the board, 
demonstrate and discuss what a line is. 

 Define a line as a point moving in space.  
Lines can vary in width, length, curvature, 
color, or direction. 

 Create combinations to demonstrate how 
different AND expressive lines can be. 

Thoughts for the Teacher 
How are you making your purpose clear to 
the students? 
See the attached sheet for ideas. 

2 Engage students 
 At this time introduce the painting, 

“Bedroom at Arles” by Vincent Van 
Gogh.  Have the students describe lines 
used in the painting and have them discuss 
which lines are thick, thin, horizontal, 
vertical, or curved. 

How can I effectively get the students 
interested in the content of the lesson? 
After demonstrating, comparing, and 
discussing how different lines can be, 
introduce “meaning” into lines.  For example, a 
straight horizontal line is calm and a zig zag 
line shows excitement. 

3 Learning Sequence 
 Give the students paper and 

pens/crayons/pencils and ask the students 
what kind of line we’re supposed to be in 
when we go to lunch.  (Students should 
respond with “A straight, quiet line…!”  If 
not, prompt students.) 

 Demonstrate at the overhead or board, 
what a line that is straight and quiet might 
look like. 

 Have the students draw their own “quiet 
lunch line.” 

 
 Now draw the kind of line we’re NOT 

supposed to be in at lunch—a LOUD and 
MESSY line. 

What are the BIG idea(s) of your 
presentation?  How will students 
understand/experience the material that you 
present? 
 
 
 

 Draw a thin, straight line. 
 
 
 Thinking and then drawing the thoughts is 

the “artistic process.”  That is what artists 
do all the time. 

 Demonstrate for the students that the 
opposite of thin, straight and quiet would 
be thick, curvy, or zig zag and loud! 

4 Assessment 
Assess the students by asking them to verbally 
identify different types of lines taught during 
the lesson by pointing to examples of lines in 
the classroom. 

How will you allow your students to deepen 
their understanding of content presented?  
(Reflect, revise, retell, refine, practice) 
Review the discussion and tell the students to 
look for vertical, horizontal, straight, curved 
lines during the school day. 

 



After describing the lines in the print, “Bedroom at Arles” by Van Gogh,  discuss how 
artists use lines to make their paintings.  It is a very basic and simple work and one that 
kindergartners can relate to.  Additional discussion could then be about their own 
classrooms and the lines they see. 

 
Lines 
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Vertical 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Horizontal   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Diagonal 
 
 
 
 
 
Curved 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Zigzag    
 
 
 
 

Where are lines in your classroom? 
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