
 
 

Glossary of Terms Used in the Art Lessons 

 
 
Abstract Artwork in which the subject matter is stated in a brief, simplified 

manner; little or no attempt is made to represent images 
realistically, and objects are often simplified or distorted. 

 
Aesthetic Perception A response to art or the environment involving positive thoughts, 

sensations, and feelings. 
 
Background The part of the picture plane that seems to be farthest from the 

viewer. 
 
Balance The thing in which the elements in visual arts are arranged to 

create a feeling of equilibrium in an artwork.  The three types of 
balance are symmetry, asymmetry, and radial. 

 
Blind Contour Drawing To look only at an object, not the page, while drawing it. 
 
Color The visual sensation dependent on the reflection or absorption of 

light from a given surface.  The three characteristics of colors are 
hue, intensity, and value. 

 
Complementary Colors Colors opposite one another on the color wheel.  Red/green, 

blue/orange, yellow/violet are complementary colors. 
 
Composition To create, form, or design something by arranging separate parts to 

create a whole. 
 
Contour An object’s edge and surface ridges. 
 
Contour Drawings The drawing of an object as though the drawing tool is moving 

along all the edges and ridges of the form. 
 
Contrast Differences between two or more elements (e.g., value, color, 

texture) in a composition; juxtaposition of dissimilar elements in a 
work of art.  Also, the degree of difference between the lightest 
and darkest parts of a picture. 

 
Cool Colors Colors often associated with cool places, things, or feelings.  The 

family of colors ranging from the greens through the blues and 
violets. 

 
Cubist Several points of view at once. 
 
Cubism A movement in art, especially of the early 20th century, 

characterized by a separation of the subject into cubes and other 
geometric forms in non-realistic arrangements. 
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Elements of Art Sensory components used to create and talk about works of art:  
line, color, shape/form, texture, value, space. 

 
Fine Art Art produced for the artist’s satisfaction other than for direct 

commercial purposes. 
 
Form 1.  A three dimensional volume or the illusion of three dimensions;      

 related to shape (which is 2-D). 
2. The particular characteristics of an artwork’s visual elements 

 (as distinguished from its subject matter or content). 
 
Harmony The principle of design that creates unity within a work of art. 
 
Hue Refers to the name of a color. 
 
Intensity The brightness or dullness of a hue. 
 
Intermediate Color A color made by mixing a secondary color with a primary color, 

such as blue-green, yellow-green, yellow-orange, red-orange, etc. 
 
Landscape A picture of any kind of land, such as mountains, valleys, rivers, 

lakes, etc. 
 
Line A point moving in space.  Line can vary in width, length, 

curvature, color, or direction. 
 
Medium The material and technique used by an artist to create a work of art. 
 
Mixed Media Any artwork that is made with more than one medium. 
 
Monochromatic A color scheme involving the use of only one hue that can vary in 

value or intensity. 
Mood The state of mind or feeling communicated in a work of art, 

frequently through color. 
 
Oil Paint Color that is thinned in oil. 
 
Pattern Anything repeated in a predictable combination. 
 
Perspective Techniques for creating a look of depth on a two-dimensional 

surface. 
 
Pigment Any coloring matter, usually a fine powder, mixed with a liquid or 

binder to make paint, ink, dyes, or crayons. 
 
Portrait Any painting, drawing, photograph, or sculpture of a face or 

person. 
 
Positive Shapes or spaces that are or represent solid objects. 
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Printmaking The transferring of an inked image from one surface (from the 
plate or block) to another (usually paper). 

 
Primary Colors Red, yellow, and blue.  From these all other colors are mixed. 
 
Principles of Design The organization of artwork.  They involve the ways in which the 

elements of art are arranged (e.g., balance, contrast, dominance, 
emphasis, movement, repetition, rhythm, subordination, variation, 
unity). 

 
Proportion The size relationships of one part to the whole and of one part to 

another. 
 
Relief A raised surface. 
 
Rhythm When an artist repeats lines, shapes, or colors. 
 
Sculpture Three-dimensional artwork that is either in the round (to be viewed 

from all sides) or bas relief (low relief in which figures protrude 
slightly from the background). 

 
Seascape A picture depicting a view of the sea. 
 
Secondary Colors Colors that are mixtures of two primaries.  Red and yellow make 

orange, yellow and blue make green, blue and red make violet. 
 
Shade Color with black added to it. 
 
Shading A technique for darkening or adding black or darkening a area by 

repeating several lines close together. 
 
Shape A two-dimensional area or plane that may be open or closed, free-

form or geometric.  It can be found in nature or is made by 
humans. 

 
Space The emptiness or area between, around, above, below, or contained 

within objects.  Shapes and forms are defined by the space around 
and within them, just as spaces are defined by the spaces and forms 
around and within them. 

 
Still Life A picture of small inanimate objects, such as fruit, bottles, flowers, 

books, etc. 
 
Style A set of characteristics of the art of a culture, a period, or school of 

art.  It is the characteristic expression of an individual artist. 
 
Symmetry A type of balance in which both sides of a center line are exactly or 

nearly the same. 
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Texture The surface quality of materials, either actual (tactile) or implied 
(visual).  It is one of the elements of art. 

 
Theme The idea the artist is trying to convey 
 
Tint A color with white added to it. 
 
Three-Dimensional Having a height, width, and depth (also referred to as 3-D). 
 
Two-Dimensional Having height and width but not depth (2-D). 
 
Unity A principle of design that connects a variety of elements of art and 

principles of design into a work of art with harmony and balance. 
 
Value Lightness or darkness of a hue or neutral color.  A value scale 

shows the range of values from black to white. 
 
Warm Colors Colors often associated with fire and the sun and remind people of 

warm places, things, and feelings.  Warm colors range from the 
reds through the oranges and yellows. 

 
Watercolor Transparent pigments mixed with water.  Paintings done with this 

medium are known as watercolors. 
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	Line A point moving in space.  Line can vary in width, lengt

