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Grade Three: Lesson 4 
 
Title:  Art Appreciation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Standards Addressed 
 

Artistic Perception 
Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory Information Through the Language and Skills 
Unique to the Visual Arts 
1.5 Identify and describe elements of art in works of art emphasizing line, color, shape, texture, 

space, and value. 
 
Historical and Cultural Context 
Understanding the Visual Arts in Relation to History and Culture 
3.1 Compare and describe various artworks from different time periods that use a similar 

theme. 
 
Aesthetic Valuing 
Responding to, Analyzing, and Making Judgments About Works in the Visual Arts 
4.1 Point out similarities and differences in selected works of art and describe them, using 

appropriate vocabulary of art. 
 
Connections, Relationships, Applications 
Connecting and Applying What is Learned in the Visual Arts to Other Art Forms and Subject 
Areas and to Careers 
5.3 Look at images in figurative artworks and predict what might happen next, telling what 

clues in the work support their ideas. 

Time:  30-45 minutes 
 

Floor Plan:  Regular classroom setting. 
 

Materials Needed:   
• Teacher’s choice of materials so the students can make a picture that tells a story. 
• Overheads: 

In Grandma’s Kitchen, by John Lim 
The Diving Board, by Norman Rockwell 
A Mad Tea-Party, by Sir John Tenniel 
Sandia/Watermelon, by Carmen Lomas Garza  

 

Purpose: 
To examine works of art that can tell a story. 

 

Background: 
Review the use of appropriate language and vocabulary.  Remind the students to use the 

terms line, color, mood, and pattern in discussions. 
 

Key Questions: 
 How did these artists tell a story? 
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Vocabulary: 
∗ Mood—the state of mind or feeling communicated in a work of art, frequently 

through color. 
∗ Composition—create, form, or design something by arranging separate parts to create 

a whole. 
∗ Theme—the idea the artist is trying to convey. 

 
 

Steps of the Lesson 
1 Set up purpose/goals 
Today we are going to discuss storytelling in 
art. 

Thoughts for the Teacher 
How are you making your purpose clear to 
the students? 
Every time an artist creates, he/she is telling us 
something.  The artist has something he/she 
wants us to know about the way he/she sees the 
world or the way he/she feels. 

2 Engage students 
Storytellers tell us stories and write stories.  
Artists use their artistic ability to tell a story.  
There are certain things they do to tell us the 
story. 

How can I effectively get the students 
interested in the content of the lesson? 
The students will be interested in The Diving 
Board because the subject is their age and they 
can relate to the theme. 

3 Learning Sequence 
 Introduce Norman Rockwell’s The Diving 

Board.  This is an example of a story he 
wanted to tell. What do you think he was 
trying to tell? 

 Mood—How is the boy feeling?  Why is 
he on the diving board? 

 Composition—Does the diving board look 
very long? (Yes.  That is because we are 
supposed to think of it the way the boy 
does, that it is very long and very high.)  
What about where the boy is on the board? 
(He’s right at the edge.  We know he is 
supposed to jump in… but will he?) 

 Theme (idea)—What do you think it is? 
 Introduce the remaining selections.  

Always include the artist’s name and the 
title.  Discuss the story each one tells. 

 Direct the students to create a picture that 
“tells a story.” 

What are the BIG idea(s) of your 
presentation?  How will students 
understand/experience the material that you 
present? 
When we look at art, we always try to 
determine the mood of the piece (how it makes 
us feel), the composition (the way it is laid 
out), and the theme (the idea the artist is trying 
to tell).  If you know these things you can 
discuss art with anybody—especially an artist. 

4 Assessment 
Assess the picture created by the student. 

How will you allow your students to deepen 
their understanding of content presented?  
(Reflect, revise, retell, refine, practice) 
Have the students present their artwork to a 
partner, a small group, or the class.  Have the 
students write what the mood and themes are. 

 
Consideration: 

 If you choose to have the class create artwork that “tells a story,” you might want to spread 
this over two lessons. 
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