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Art 
 

Grade Three: Lesson 1 
 
Title:  Line Drawing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Standards Addressed 
 
Artistic Perception 
Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory Information Through the Language and Skills 
Unique to the Visual Arts 
1.5 Identify and describe elements of art in works of art emphasizing line, color, shape, texture, 

space, and value. 
 
Creative Expression 
Creating, Performing, and Participating in the Visual Arts 
2.4 Create artwork based on the observation of objects and scenes in daily life, emphasizing 

value changes. 
 
Historical and Cultural Context 
Understanding the Visual Arts in Relation to History and Culture 
3.3 Distinguish between and describe representational, abstract, and nonrepresentational works 

of art. 
 
Aesthetic Valuing 
Responding to, Analyzing, and Making Judgments About Works in the Visual Arts 
4.1 Point out similarities and differences in selected works of art and describe them, using 

appropriate vocabulary of art. 

 
Time:  30-45 minutes 
 
Floor Plan:  Regular classroom setting. 
 
Materials Needed:   
• Drawing paper 
• Crayola markers 
• Overheads: 

The Gourmet, by Picasso 
Self-Portrait, by Picasso 

 
Purpose: 

To introduce and discuss the use of line in art.  
 To create a line drawing. 
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Background: 
The students need to have at least a minimal understanding that there are elements in art.  

You might want to remind them of all the elements of art (line, color, shape/form, texture, and 
space). 
 
Key Questions: 
 What kind of lines did Picasso use? 
 
Vocabulary: 

∗ Contour—an object’s edge and surface ridges. 
∗ Cubist—several points of view at once.  
∗ Blind contour drawing—to look only at an object, not the page, while drawing it. 
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Steps of the Lesson 
1 Set up purpose/goals 
 The Open Court lesson, The Life of Picasso, 

may be introduced here. 
 Today we are going to make a drawing using 

lines. 

Thoughts for the Teacher 
How are you making your purpose clear to 
the students? 
 

2 Engage students 
Present information about Picasso (biography 
information sheet which is included). 

How can I effectively get the students 
interested in the content of the lesson? 
Present Gourmet. Tell the students that Picasso 
painted many of his paintings in different shades 
of blue.  How do you think he was feeling when 
he painted in blue?  (Blue Period—the tones are 
blue) 

3 Learning Sequence 
 A gourmet means a chef or cook.  Why do 

you think Picasso named this painting 
Gourmet? 

 Introduce Picasso’s Self-Portrait.  Direct the 
discussion to the thick lines and the unusual 
angles.  Point out the difference between the 
way the little girl looks in The Gourmet and 
the way the face and head look in Self-
Portrait.  Introduce the term contour to refer 
to the line of her dress and the shape of her 
head. 

 Let’s go back and look at what kind of lines 
we can use in art and what kind of lines 
Picasso used. 

 Today you are going to use lines to make a 
picture, but like Picasso, it is going to be a 
little different.  You are going to use thick 
lines to do the contour, which is outlining the 
shape of something.  

 Discuss what it means to be blind.  Today we 
are going to create a Blind Contour Drawing 
of a model. (Provide specific still life items, 
such as playground equipment, items from the 
classroom, seasonal objects.)  You can’t look 
at your drawing as you are drawing it.  

 Notice if the object has curved edges, straight 
edges, or both.  Allow your eye to move 
slowly along the edges or contours of the 
model as you slowly draw.  Let it touch the 
paper at all times and concentrate on the 
model, not your paper. 

What are the BIG idea(s) of your 
presentation?  How will students 
understand/experience the material that you 
present? 
Contour is the edge of something and we can 
decide what our picture will look like by what 
kind of lines we use (thick, thin, straight, wavy). 

4 Assessment 
The assessment is the student artwork. 

How will you allow your students to deepen 
their understanding of content presented?  
(Reflect, revise, retell, refine, practice) 
This drawing might be done more than once as it 
may take the students a try or two to get the hang 
of it.  Have them compare their first and last 
drawing. 
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Biography of Pablo Picasso 
 

 Pablo Picasso is often credited with being the most famous artist of the twentieth century.  
During his 75-year artistic career he created thousands of works, no only painting, but also 
sculptures, prints, and ceramics, using all kinds of materials.  He is known as the creator of 
modern art.  He probably changed art more profoundly than any other artist of this century. 
 Picasso was born on October 25, 1881, in Malaga, Spain.  His father, Jose Ruiz, was an 
artist.  He chose to use the name Picasso, the last name of his mother, Maria Picasso.  He was an 
artistic prodigy.  At the age of 14 he completed the one-month qualifying examination of the 
Academy of Fine Arts in Barcelona in one day.  He then went to the Academy of San Fernando 
in Madrid.  He returned to Barcelona in 1900 where he spent a great deal of time in the city’s 
famous cabaret of intellectuals and artists, Els Quatre Gats. 
 First famous for his pioneering role in Cubism, Picasso continued to develop his art with 
a pace and vitality comparable to the accelerated technological and cultural changes of the 
twentieth century.  Each change embodied a radical new idea, and it might be said that Picasso 
lived several artistic lifetimes. 
 Between 1901 and 1904, Picasso frequently moved between Barcelona and Paris.  He 
spent his days in Paris studying the masterworks at the Louvre and his nights enjoying the 
company of fellow artists at cabarets like the Lapin Agile.  His paintings during this time had a 
blue tonality, which is how the years became labeled as his “blue period.” 
 Picasso underwent a radical change in color and mood in 1905 and 1906.  He became 
fascinated with the acrobats, clowns and wandering families of the circus world.  He started to 
paint in subtle pinks and grays, often highlighted with brighter tones.  The years are known as his 
“rose period”. 
 In 1907 Picasso painted Les Demoiselles d”Avignon, which marked the beginning of the 
Cubist movement.  Cubism was equally the creation of Picasso and Georges Braque. 
 Picasso created many artworks during the 1920s.  He designed theatre sets and painted in 
Cubist, Classical and Surreal modes.  He pioneered wrought iron sculpture with an old friend, 
Julio Gonzalez, between 1929 and 1931.  In the early 1930s he did a large quantity of graphic 
illustrations. 
 When the Nazi Luftwaffe bombed the civilian target of Guernica in late April of 1937, 
Picasso responded with his great anti-war painting, Guernica.  During World War II Picasso 
lived in Paris, where he turned his energy to the art of ceramics.   

From 1947—1950 he pursued new methods of lithography.  In the 1950s he created large 
retrospective exhibits of his works.  He began to paint a series of works conceived as free 
variations on old master paintings. 
 In the 1960s, he produced a monumental 50-foot sculpture for the Chicago Civic Center. 
 In 1970, Picasso donated more than 800 of his works to the Berenguer de Aguilar Palace 
Museum in Barcelona. 
 Pablo Picasso died on April 8, 1973 in Mougins, France at the age of 91. 
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