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Standards Addressed 
 
Artistic Perception 
Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory Information Through the Language and Skills 
Unique to the Visual Arts 
1.3 Identify the elements of art in objects in nature, in the environment, and in works of art, 

emphasizing line, color, shape, and texture. 
 
Creative Expression 
Creating, Performing, and Participating in the Visual Arts 
2.1 Use texture in two-dimensional and three-dimensional artworks. 
 
Historical and Cultural Context 
Understanding the Visual Arts in Relation to History and Culture 
3.3 View and then describe art from various cultures. 
 
Aesthetic Valuing 
Responding to, Analyzing, and Making Judgments About Works in the Visual Arts 
4.1 Talk about their own artwork and the work of classmates, focusing on selected elements of 

art (e.g., shape, texture, line, color). 
 
Connections, Relationships, Applications 
Connecting and Applying What is Learned in the Visual Arts to Other Art Forms and Subject 
Areas and to Careers 
5.2 Compare and contrast folk art objects from various time periods and cultures. 

Time:  60-90 minutes (two 30-45 minute sessions) 
 
Floor Plan:  Regular classroom setting. 
 
Materials Needed for the Lesson:   
• A copy of the sculpture, Family, by Marisol 
 
Materials Needed for the Art Project:   
• 9 x 12 pieces of cardboard 
• Markers/crayons 
• Scissors 
• Colored yarn/string 
• White glue 
• Newspaper 
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Purpose: 
To identify and produce a piece of Mexican folk art—narika 

 
Background: 

The students should know that texture is the surface quality of materials, either actual 
(tactile) or implied (visual).  In kindergarten, the students were taught that texture is the way 
something feels when you put your hands over it. 
 
Key Questions: 
 How is narika made? 
 
Vocabulary: 

∗ Narika—a form of Mexican artwork made with yarn. 
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Steps of the Lesson 
1 Set up purpose/goals 
 The Open Court unit on folk tales may be 

introduced, as the artwork is applicable. 
 Introduce Marisol’s sculpture, Family.  The 

purpose of this lesson is to find out what 
folk art is. 

Thoughts for the Teacher 
How are you making your purpose clear to 
the students? 
By relating folk art to folk stories. 

2 Engage students 
You have been reading folk tales in your 
anthology.  You know that folk tales are stories 
of the people—usually legends.  Folk Art is 
art by the people. 

How can I effectively get the students 
interested in the content of the lesson? 
Using the art print and reading a folk tale. 

3 Learning Sequence 
 Folk art usually tells a story. 
 Folk art is not formal or on canvases. 
 Folk art is usually put on natural or 

everyday materials or items. 
 Marisol was an artist from South America.  

She liked to use interesting materials in 
her artwork.  Family is NOT a painting, 
but rather is a sculpture, however Marisol 
painted on the sculpture. 

 Your art project today is going to have 
texture.  You are going to make a narika, 
which is a form of Mexican artwork made 
with yarn.  (Note to teacher:  You might want to 
draw the shape on cardboard one day and glue the 
yarn on the cardboard another day.) 

 Draw the outline or shape of an animal, 
house, or other simple drawing, trying to 
fill all the available space on the 9 x 12 
cardboard. 

 Fill in the spaces of your drawing with 
glue and gently press the yarn or string 
into the shape winding it in spirals as you 
fill.  (It is best to work from the middle 
outward.) 

 You can link two or three shapes together 
by outlining them with one color yarn.  Be 
imaginative! 

What are the BIG idea(s) of your 
presentation?  How will students 
understand/experience the material that you 
present? 
 What does it look like it is made of?  

(wood and old doors) 
 How do you think the sculpture would 

feel?  Would it be smooth or rough?  
Probably rough.  It would have texture. 

 How do you know your art project, a 
narika, has texture? 

 Texture is one of the elements of art.  
What are other elements of art?  (line, 
color, shape/form, value, space) 

4 Assessment 
One assessment piece is the student’s narika.  
Assess the students’ understanding of texture 
as an element of art. 
 
 
 
 

How will you allow your students to deepen 
their understanding of content presented?  
(Reflect, revise, retell, refine, practice) 
What things besides form could be used to 
make a piece of art with texture?  What 
artwork can you identify that has texture? 
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