
                August 27, 2013 
 
Dear Stone Lake Elementary Families, 
 
My name is Mark Beard, and I am very excited to have the opportunity to serve as your principal at Stone 
Lake Elementary School.  Stone Lake Elementary has a solid history of academic excellence, with 2012’s 
API approaching 900, and being named a California Distinguished School that same year. Academic 
excellence like this can only be accomplished with a dedicated teaching staff and the support of the 
community, and I know that the Stone Lake Community is active and supportive.  Please know that I am 
truly honored to be appointed to this position, and I am looking forward to being a part of the Stone Lake 
Elementary family and continuing our tradition of academic excellence. 
 
My wife and I live in Elk Grove with our two elementary aged children.  So I am currently living the 
‘elementary experience’ with all of you.  Professionally, I have been an educator in Elk Grove for over 15 
years.  My teaching career started at Florin Elementary, where I taught mostly 5th and 6th grade.  I then 
moved to Kennedy Elementary as the academic program coordinator.  In this position I operated an 
afterschool program for over 250 students and also oversaw five pre-kindergarten classes.  In 2008, I 
became the vice principal of Union House Elementary School.  I served the Union House Community for 
three years before I moved to my most recent site, Foulks Ranch Elementary School.  I have served the 
Foulks Ranch Community for the last two years.  I have also served as a JV Baseball coach at Florin High 
School, youth football coach in Elk Grove, and an assistant freshman football coach at Elk Grove High 
School.  So I truly enjoy working with kids in all capacities. 
 
One of the most important aspects of my work as Stone Lake Elementary’s Principal will be building 
positive relationships with the students, families, and teachers.  It will be very important for me to be 
visible in the hallways, classrooms and playground.  I will work hard to get to know all of you and your 
children, and hopefully this visibility will allow me to accomplish my three most important jobs; keeping 
our students safe, happy and focused on their academic success.   
 
Another important task for me is to make sure that lines of communication are always open between the 
administrative team and the community that we serve.  Please feel free to visit, call or email me with any 
questions or concerns that you have.  I will also be setting up monthly parent meetings.  Come join Mrs. 
Freeman and I at our monthly Coffee Klatch.  Our first Coffee Klatch has been scheduled for Friday, 
September 6th at 8:30 AM in our Library.  These meetings will be an informal opportunity for parents to 
meet with administration to ask questions and offer suggestions about topics that concern our school.  
They also will provide us an opportunity to share information about our school.  Please reserve the first 
Monday of every month to be a part of these open and ongoing conversations. 
 
In closing, I feel very lucky to be following Dr. Grewal as principal of Stone Lake Elementary.  She took 
pride in helping to make Stone Lake Elementary a highly successful school that revolved around high 
academic expectations and strong positive relationships with the community.  Mrs. Freeman and I are 
committed to continue, and with your support, build upon those same expectations.  
 
I am wrapping up my work at Foulks Ranch this week, and my first official day at Stone Lake Elementary 
will be Thursday, August 29th.  So make sure to stop by and say hello.  I again thank all of you in advance 
for welcoming me as part of the Stone Lake Elementary family.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Mark H. Beard 


