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Dear Stone Lake Families, 

Wow! November is officially here, and I have 

been seeing holiday adds already.  So 

holiday season here we come! 

November is always an exciting time at 

Stone Lake because we crown our Spelling 

Bee Champion. So that will be happening on 

November 8th. The winner will move on to 

represent Stone Lake at the district-wide 

competition. 

In other news, we have some news in 

regards to parent volunteers that is going to 

affect a lot of our families, so please take a 

look in the Herald for the article. 

I want to make sure to invite everybody to 

the next Coffee Klatch where we will be 

talking about the brand new kindergarten 

registration process that will be occurring at 

ALL EGUSD year around school for the 2019-

2020 school year. Don’t worry if you cannot 

attend this meeting, as there will be plenty 

of information about this process shared 

with our community in the months ahead. 

Have a wonderful month of November. 

Respectfully, 

Mark Beard 

mhbeard@egusd.net 

 

 

 

Important Dates 

 
11/2 Mrs. Trujano/Mrs. Alarcon EG Food Services field trip  

11/5 8:30-9:00- Coffee Klatch- Library  

11/7 5:30-6:30- School Site Council meeting- Library  

11/8 8:30-10:30-4th-6th grade Spelling Bee- MP Room  

11/9 D track Make Up photos  

11/12 HOLIDAY- NO SCHOOL- VETERAN’S DAY  

11/13 Mrs. Lunsford’s Port of Sacramento field trip  

 6:30-7:30- PTO Meeting- Library  

11/14 Mr. Vazquez’s Port of Sacramento field trip  

 9:00-10:00- Mrs. Wong’s Thanksgiving Show- MP 

Room 

11/15 Mrs. Anderson’s Port of Sacramento field trip  

 8:30-9:00- B Track Awards Assembly- MP Room 

11/16 MINIMUM DAY/TRACK CHANGE  

 SPIRIT THEME:  GNARLY NEON  

ALL KINDER EARLY     8:00-11:31 

GRADES 1 -6               8:10-12:25  

 

11/19-11/23     THANKSGIVING BREAK  

 
Schoolwide Theme 

Being Appreciative  

 Have you said “Thank You” today? 
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Holiday Traditions 

Poster 

 

During the months of December and January, Stone Lake families 

celebrate holidays in many unique and special ways.  We invite 

you to share the special traditions of your family through a poster.  

The posters will be on display in the front office and possibly the 

MP room if we have enough submissions.  Here are the details.   

The 12x18 sized poster must include: 

 Your full name 

 The name and date/s of the celebration  

 A description of the holiday/tradition 

 Photos and/or drawings  

Your teacher can provide you with the construction paper, but 

you have to complete the rest of the project!  Some things that 

can be highlighted are special foods that are eaten, clothes that 

are worn or games/activities played during the holiday.  Describe 

why and how your family celebrates this holiday.  Feel free to 

make it your own creation.  Add color and objects if you desire.  

Be creative!  Submit the poster to your teacher by Monday, 

November 26.  They will be returned in January 2019.  For more 

information contact ralarcon@egusd.net or Lwong@egusd.net. 
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What is an LCAP-Part One? 

Local Control and Accountability Plan (LCAP).  What exactly is this, and why should a parent 

care?  Well, this little section is not going to be enough room to share everything about the 

LCAP, but I want to share some relevant points. 

What is the LCAP? 

In simple terms, it is a plan that EGUSD must create to show how it is going to allocate funds 

that are received.  At the school site, each EGUSD school also creates its own site LCAP that 

somewhat mirrors the district’s but is more specific to the school, and it is the plan that the 

school uses to share how funds are being spent at the school site.  Each school sets goals in their 

LCAP based on these district priorities: 

 Goal 1: High Quality Classroom Instruction & Curriculum – All students will have 

access to standards aligned curriculum and receive high quality instruction to promote 

college, career, and life readiness and eliminate the achievement gap.  

 Goal 2: Assessment, Data Analysis & Action - All students will benefit from instruction 

guided by assessment results (formative, interim, and summative) and continuous 

programmatic evaluation.  

 Goal 3: Wellness - All students will have an equitable opportunity to learn in a 

culturally responsive, physically, and emotionally healthy and safe environment.  

 Goal 4: Family & Community Engagement - All students will benefit from programs 

and services designed to inform and involve family and community partners. 

Who helps with the LCAP? 

The major component of a school site’s LCAP is for parents to be able to share what is important 

to them, and how they feel funds should be spent.  At Stone Lake, I try to get this feedback via 

my monthly Coffee Klatches, but also via the surveys that often get sent out.  Teachers also 

provide feedback, and then it is up to our school site council (equal number of parents and 

school staff) to sift through data to review goals, update and or change goals, and create a 

modified plan. 

I will share more information in the months to come about the LCAP. 



 

 

 

 

Attendance 

Students have to be in school in order to learn. We have parents quite often come into our 

office to inquire about attendance issues.  Our district and school handles absences based on 

California Education Code.  So here are some important terms to know based on Ed. Code: 

Truant 

Any student who is absent from school without a valid excuse three full days, or tardy or 

absent for more than any 30 minute period during the school day without a valid excuse on 

three occasions in one school year, or any combination thereof. 

Chronic Truant 

Any student subject to compulsory full-time education or compulsory continuation education 

who is absent from school without a valid excuse for 10% or more of the school days in one 

school year, from the date of enrollment to the current date. 

Chronic Absentee 

A student absent on 10% or more of the days, calculated by dividing total absences by the 

total number of school days the student is enrolled during the school year. Unlike truancy, 

this measure includes ALL absences – including excused absences – and assumes all 

excessive absence impedes learning. 

We continue to ask parents to be aware of your off-track breaks, plan your vacations 

accordingly, avoid early dismissals, and late arrivals. It is more important than ever for 

students to be at school, on time, and attend for the entire day.  Perfect attendance is based 

on students have zero absences, no lates and no early dismissals. 

Let me quickly share some numbers.  At Stone Lake last year, all of our students combined for 

125,464 days of school that they were enrolled. Out of those enrolled school days, we had a 

combined 4,204 student absent days. These numbers are not the worst in the district, but 

they are not the best either.  So we all have to work to make sure that our students attend 

school each day that they are healthy enough to attend school. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating the Diversity of Stone Lake 

 
Stone Lake is a very diverse school, with over 15 different languages spoken at our school by 
students and their families.   

This year our students are going to have a different focus each month. Grade levels will 
participate in a project that highlights that particular month’s theme; teachers will then identify 
projects from each of t heir classes to be displayed on the bulletin board in the front office. 

Come check out this month’s board in the front office!  

2018-2019 Schedule 
 

 
Mid-October through November 16th: American Indian and Alaska Native Heritage: 3rd Grade 

 
December: Holiday Celebrations Around the World 

 
January: Lunar New Year: Kindergarten 

 
February: Black History Month: 2nd Grade 

 
March: Women's History Month: 6th Grade 

 
April: Poetry Month: 5th Grade 

 
May: Celebrating Our Nation: 1st Grade 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Girls Basketball Coach Needed 

 

We are all set for coaches for our boys’ basketball team, thanks to Mr. Thandi and Mr. 

Sazama.  We are still in need of a coach to help Mrs. Houston with the girl’s team.  Mrs. 

Houston usually helps with the team, but she looks for a head coach to help with the X’s 

and O’s of the team. Please reach out and let me know if you are interested.  

mhbeard@egusd.net  

 

New 2019-2020 Kinder Registration Process 

 
Lining up for kindergarten registration at year around schools will be a thing of the past.  

This year ALL new kinder registrations will be RANDOMLY placed on a track, with a priority 

given to keeping siblings together on the same track. 

So what do this mean for families?  You will no longer need to stand in line in the hopes of 

making sure that you are first in line.  Registration packets will be available starting on 

January 9, 2019, and will be due back to the site on February 11, 2019, in order to receive a 

priority track selection number. 

I invite parents to attend the next Coffee Klatch on Monday, November 5th at 8:30 A.M. as 

this will be a topic of conversation. 

Moreover, MUCH MORE information will be shared about this topic in the next two months, 

so please be on the lookout.   
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Lexia Core 5 

 

Lexia Core 5 is a computer based program that we purchase as a school to help students master 

early literacy skills.  This program is utilized at school both in the school computer lab and also in 

the classroom via our Chromebooks.  This program is also available for parents to utilize at home, 

and is a major reason we utilize it. 

Below are some steps that you can take to access it at home 

1. Please make sure you are using current versions of Microsoft Edge or Google Chrome. 
These are the two browsers officially supported by the district. Firefox and Apple Safari 
may or may not work correctly with the portal. Microsoft Internet Explorer is no longer 
supported by Lexia. 

2. Access the student portal from the Stone Lake Blog or directly at portal.egusd.net 
3. Log in with full studentID@egusd.net and password (i.e. 99123456@egusd.net 

password:34561029) 
4. Once logged in, Click Core5 (not Lexia Strategies). It will log in automatically. 

 

These steps should get you started with Lexia Core 5.  If you need any support, please feel free to 

chat with your child’s teacher. 

PTO Corner- November 2018 

2nd Annual Craft & Vendor Fair December 8th 10am-2pm  
The Stone Lake PTO is sponsoring a Holiday Craft & Vendor Fair.  It is a wonderful 
opportunity to get the word out about your business or community based organization.  
Please see flyer in the office for more information to sign up your business or email 
yearbook@stonelakepto.org    
 
 
Fall Festival Silent Auction 
Thank you everyone for your help and participation in the Fall Festival.  Our silent auction of 
classes and experiences had some awesome responses!  Follow our Instagram for pictures 
of these fun events!  We will have spots open for the 1st Grade Picnic (date TBD, $20) and 
the Holiday Crafts Class put on by Mrs. Tadich & Mrs. Pizante (December 4th after school 
$25).  Please email vicepresident@stonelakepto.org to sign up.  
 
Paint & Sip Night 
Stone Lake PTO is hosting a Paint and Sip night on November 27th from 6:30-8:30 at Mike’s 

Diner.  Cost is $30 and includes your first glass of wine! This fundraising evening is for 

adults only. To sign up contact us via the event on Facebook ( 

https://www.facebook.com/events/193650521557455/?ti=icl ) or email 

vicepresident@stonelakepto.org  

 
Ornament Crafts & Sip Night 
Stone Lake PTO is also hosting a custom ornament crafts & sip night on December 6th from 

6:30pm-8:30pm at Mike’s Diner.  Cost is $30 and includes your first glass of wine and you 

go home with a half dozen fully personalized ornaments.  To sign up contact us via the 

event on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/events/1572960262808191/?ti=icl )  or email  

vicepresident@stonelakepto.org  

 
Drive through dinner is postponed.   
 
Follow us on Facebook @StoneLakePTO  & Instagram @stonelakepto 
 
Dates to remember:     Paint & Sip night November 27th   
    Ornament & Sip night December 6th  

Holiday Craft & Vendor Fair December 8th 
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EGUSD History Social Science Adoption 

There have been some recent news stories that have shed some light on the new History 

and Social-Science Materials that are currently being piloted in EGUSD.   

On July 14th, 2011, the state of California passed The FAIR Education Act (SB 48). Basically, 

this law added language to Ed. Code that mandated that our teaching of history and social-

science includes the contributions of various groups, including the following: European 

Americans, lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender Americans, persons with disabilities. 

This new law directs governing boards to ONLY ADOPT INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS THAT 

“ACCURATELY PORTRAY” THE ABOVE MENTIONED GROUPS. 

So what does this mean? 

 Currently Elk Grove is piloting new Social Studies materials in certain K-6 classrooms.  

Here at Stone Lake, materials are being piloted in a Mrs. Gutierrez’s class, Mrs. 

Lunsford’s class, and Mrs. Houston’s class. 

What grades could students see some of these topics? 

 In second grade students specifically learn about families and the diverse types of 

families (e.g., immigrant families, families with lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender, 

adoptive families, families with different religious traditions, etc.). 

 In third grade students learn about American heroes on the national level such as 

Benjamin Franklin, Martin Luther King Jr., Abraham Lincoln, as well as leaders from 

all walks of life. 

Parents are encouraged to come and preview the curriculum that is being considered and 

share feedback. The next opportunity for parents to do this will be November 6, 2018 from 

2:00 P.M. until 8:00 P.M. at the district office in the Café Express. 

Other dates include: 

Tuesday, November 13   Wednesday, November 14th      Friday, December 14th 



 

 

 

 

 

 

EGUSD Family and Staff Wellness Series 

11/29/2018  Secondhand Trauma 

Presenter: Adriana Weyandt, Psy.D 

Site: Board Room A 

01/23/2019   Mindfulness  

Presenter: Apryl Love, MHT 

   Site: Samuel Jackman Middle School 

 
We as that parents please register at: 

https://www.eventbrite.com 

Please call with any questions or concerns call:  916-686-7568 ext 67067 

 

Stone Lake Calendar for 2019-2020 

 

 

The question I receive most often is in regards to our Stone Lake calendar, and if Stone 

Lake will be switching calendars.  I want to reiterate to our community that Stone Lake will 

continue to be on a year around calendar for the 2019-2020. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

5th and 6th Grade Family Life 

Spring will be here soon enough, and as the time of year brings many things to Stone 

Lake, family life is one of those things, and it is something that is taught to our 5th and 

6th grade students.   

Many times parents have questions about what is taught.  Please look at these two 

dates as an opportunity to hear about what exactly is taught to our 5th and 6th graders. 

Two district preview nights for 5th and 6th grade Family Life Education have been 

scheduled as follows: 

 

Thursday, January 10, 2019 

7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

Robert L. Trigg Education Center Board Room 

and 

Wednesday, February 6, 2019 

7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

Robert L. Trigg Education Center Board Room 

Parents will have the opportunity to view the approved family life videos.  The 5th grade 

video is Always Changing, About You, and the 6th grade video is We're Growing Up. 

The Health/Family Life Program Specialist, Kelli Quan-Martin, will be available to answer 

questions parents may have.  You are also welcome to attend either of the preview 

nights. 

 



 

 

  

Book Fair Success Part II 

Let me share some of the numbers from our book fair: 

 Sold $15,000 in books at the Stone Lake Enchanted Book Fair!   

 This was one of our most successful years and we are so grateful to the parents, staff and 
volunteers that supported the event over the last two weeks!   

 we were able to fill all of our teacher wish lists and get over $2,200 in books into our 
classroom libraries.   

 We were also able to add over $2,000 in books to the Stone Lake library with some funds 
leftover for purchases throughout the year.   

 

 

 

 

 

Stone Lake Library for 2018-2019 

 
Don’t forget!!!!  Our library will now be open Wednesdays through Fridays from 7:45-3:10.  Yes, 

before school and after school!!!  Yahoo!!! 

 

 

Coffee Klatch Time 

Monday, November 5th will be our next Klatch.  Stone Lake Administration holds these meetings with 

parents to discuss what is happening at Stone Lake and provide all parents the opportunity to connect with 

the administrative team. This is a great forum for parents to ask questions and connect with other parents. 

Below is the schedule for this year’s Coffee Klatches. Please mark your calendars for the dates and times 

that work for you.  

Nov 5th: 8:30 A.M. Jan 7th: 5:30 P.M.  Feb 4th: 8:30 A.M.  Mar 4th: 8:30 A.M.   

Apr 1st: 5:30 P.M. May 6th: 8:30 A.M.  June 3rd: 5:30 P.M. 

 



 

 

 

Parent Volunteers at Stone Lake 

 
There is not a more significant factor in our school’s Awesomeness than the tremendous support 

we receive from parents.  One way many parents support our school is by volunteering in the 

classroom on an ongoing and even sometimes less frequent manner. 

Unfortunately, and fortunately at the same time, we are going to have to institute a new 

requirement for any and all volunteers that come on to our campus.  EGUSD, based on Board Policy 

requires ALL parent volunteers to be fingerprinted. 

As elementary schools, we have waited to get a final decision from the district office as to exactly 

how this would affect parents and which ones (e.g., just parents chaperoning overnight trips, 

coaches, etc.).  We have received word that this means all parents. 

I know this is going to impact many of you, and the last thing our school wants to do is put road 

blocks in the way of parents volunteering, but we also know that this is being done for the safety of 

kids. 

So here are what parents that volunteer a lot at Stone Lake need to do ASAP before EGUSD parents 

swamp the district office.  I encourage our parents to head down to the district office at 9510 Elk 

Grove-Florin Rd. and get fingerprinted.  This can be done Mon&Wed from 8:30 A.M.-10:30 A.M. or 

Tu&Th from 2:30 P.M.-4:30 P.M. It is free. 

Parents can continue volunteering as of now, as this new requirement will be enforced starting 

January 3rd 2019.  I will share that this is a Stone Lake date, and not a district deadline date, as I 

want to try and give parents an opportunity to get this done before we just say no to our parents 

wanting to volunteer.  

There will be A LOT more information coming out about this, and it will also be a topic of 

conversation at this Monday’s Coffee Klatch at 8:30 A.M. in the library. 

As usual, please contact me if you have any questions.   



 

 

 


