
 
 

  anuary 2015 

Telephone 916-683-4096                                      April 2015      Fax 916-683-4098 

 Mark Beard                                                             Dreena Freeman  

 Principal                                                                                                              Vice Principal  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates 

 
 4/1 1

st
 grade B & D Children’s Museum field trip  

 4/3 MINIMUM DAY/TRACK CHANGE –SPIRIT THEME 

BASEBALL DAY  

 ALL KINDER EARLY   8:00-11:30 

 GRADES 1 -6          8:15-12:30  

4/7 3:30-4:30- Volleyball game @ Feickert Elementary  

4/8 6:00-7:00 –CAASP Parent Night – MP Room  

4/9 6:00-7:30- Stone Lake Talent Show- MP Room 

4/10 Kinder & 6
th

 grade C & D track Promotion photos  

4/13-4/24   C Track CAASP Testing  

4/14 3:30-4:30- Volleyball game vs. Foulks Ranch 

 @ Stone Lake  

 6:00-7:00- PTO Meeting- Library  

4/16 3:30-4:30-Volleyball game @ Ehrhardt Elementary  

 6:00-7:30-4
th

 grade C & D track “Gold Dust or Bust” 

 Performance- MP Room  

4/21 4
th

 grade A & D track Coloma field trip 

 6
th

 grade A track Toby Johnson field trip  

4/26 RUNNING FOR RHETT RACE – CAPITAL PARK 

4/27 MINIMUM DAY/TRACK CHANGE 

 SPIRIT THEME MOUSTACHE AND TIE DAY  

ALL KINDER EARLY    8:00-11:30 

GRADES 1-6       8:15-12:30 

4/28 B-Track Returns to School 

4/27-5/8  D Track CAASP Testing  

4/29 6:30-7:30- Stone Lake Spring Choir Concert- MP Room  

 

School- wide Theme 

Problem solving 

    

Think it through! 

Dear Stone Lake Families, 

Spring is here, and it’s nice to see our former Stone Lake 

students coming back during their Spring Break to support 

our school and their former teachers. 

As I have mentioned in past Heralds, April is the start of 

state testing for our school.  Please make sure to read 

about the testing in this edition of the Herald and also 

mark your calendar for April 8th and attend our parent 

forum on the new testing that will take place this year.  I 

will share information regarding the test, and provide a 

forum for parents to ask questions.  This forum will start at 

6:00 p.m. in our multipurpose room and will take the place 

of my normal first Monday Coffee Klatch. 

As I always say, we have a lot going on these last few 

months of school and reading the Hawker Herald is a great 

way to stay connected and get the scoop. 

Respectfully, 

Mark Beard 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

California Assessment of Student Progress and Performance 

(CAASPP) 

The time has come for our third through sixth grade students to take the CAASPP.  We have created the 

schedule for testing and it’s listed below.  Our third and fourth grade students will be taking the test in 

the computer lab with their classroom teacher and Mr. Roberts.  Our fifth and sixth grade teachers will 

be taking the test in their classroom with the Chromebooks.  Mrs. Freeman and I will be in the 

intermediate classrooms assisting and helping to proctor the test. 

For more information on this year’s testing, please join me on April 8th at 6:00 p.m. in our multipurpose 

room. 

C-Track Testing: April 13-24 

D-Track Testing: April 28-May5 

A-Track Testing: May 18-May 29 

B-Track Testing: June 1-June 12 

 

 

 

On Grade Level Reading 

On Grade Level Reading is a district initiative that is 

a focus at our school this year and in the years to 

come.  The focus of this initiative is making sure 

that our students leave third grade reading at grade 

level as measured by fluency and lexile.  Research 

shows that students that leave third grade not 

reading at grade level have an extremely difficult 

time catching up in the years to come.  We have 

focused resources this year to offer intersession 

and after school reading academies to students 

that have been identified by their current teachers 

as reading below grade level.  This support is 

specifically offered for kinder through third grade 

students, and it will continue to be offered in the 

15-16 school year. 

 

New Face in the Office 

We have a new permanent member in 

our office, and her name is Ms. 

Shanice Brown.  Shanice comes to us 

from Monterey Trail High School and 

Barbara Comstock Morse Elementary 

School.  She will be a great addition to 

our Stone Lake family, so make sure to 

stop by and say hello to her. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stone Lake Programs and Services 

I recently sent out a survey to parents requesting that you share what programs and services you would 

like to see at Stone Lake, in addition to the programs and services that are currently offered that you 

would like to see continued.  I had about 50 parents respond to the survey.  Some of the parent 

comments/suggestions are listed below: 

*GATE program  *PE for students *Visual and performing arts *After school tutoring 

*Accelerated Learning *Art programs  *More student recognition *Foreign Language 

*More parent-teacher conferences  *Music programs  *Psychologist support  

*Programs to support students with special needs *Sports programs for more students 

I am happy to say that some of the above suggested services are already being provided, and we are in 

the process of working to create more supports, services and programs for our students.  I will continue 

to keep you updated on next steps. 

 

 

 

Physical Education 

One of the services that was brought up quite a bit in the Survey Monkey done by parents was P.E. for 

our students.  I am a huge proponent of P.E. and understand its importance in making for well-rounded 

students.  There are a few things that are currently happening at Stone Lake and will also start next year 

that deals with P.E.  First, starting next week, teachers will post their P.E. times on the school website.  

This will make public the fact that our students participate in P.E.  Second, starting on April 1, 2015, our 

school will start a voluntary Walking Wednesday program where our students and teachers will meet on 

the track for 15 minutes of walking to start our school day.  This will be a weather permitting activity that 

will start each spring and end in June.  I am currently taking classes out for “P.E. With the Principal” each 

Friday afternoon.  This has been a blast for me to do.  Lastly, for next school year our school will have a 

full-time P.E. teacher to teach P.E. to our intermediate students 40 minutes per day, two times per week.  

Ideally, we would want this to be offered to all students but this is a start, and it’s something that will 

really benefit our intermediate students. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Sixth Grade Science Trip 

Our current sixth graders enjoyed an Awesome trip to Alliance Redwoods in 

Occidental, California during the week of March 2nd.  Over 100 of our sixth graders zip 

lined through the redwoods, enjoyed night hikes, learned about the ecology of the 

area, and just as important, bonded as a group of sixth graders. 

The trip could not have happened without the support of the parent chaperones 

listed below.  Their energy and efforts made the trip memorable for all of us.  The 

coordinators of the camp raved about the Awesome behavior of our students and 

the tremendous support of our parent chaperones. 

We are planning our trip for next year, and the trip is tentatively planned to happen 

in September.  Current fifth grade parents, please be on the lookout for a letter 

regarding the 15-16 Sixth Grade Trip to Alliance Redwoods and the deposit that will 

be needed to secure your child’s spot. 

Special thanks to these Awesome  parent chaperones: 

Greg Lyall Thomas Lee Tina Martinez   Ethel Realin 

Alimou Diallo Adam Miller Jennifer Sakazaki  Kami Grant 

Lisa Flores Loc Le  Suzanne Dodge   Karla Miller 

Deepak Singh Ken Welter Craig Ruggles   Jaime Campos 

Nick Fisher Bryce Perry 

These parents can attest to the wonderful experience our sixth graders had, and I 

want them to know that the trip would not have been possible without their 

support! 

Lastly, this trip could not have happened without the support of our Stone Lake PTO 

and our fabulous sixth grade teachers!  Thank-you!!!!!! 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GATE at Stone Lake 

Our program for our GATE students continues 

to be evolving as we receive guidance from our 

district office.  There have been a few things 

that have been clarified.  Formal identification 

of GATE students will start in third grade, and 

we have started the process of testing all third 

grade students.  We are using the Naglieri Non-

Verbal Aptitude Test (NNAT).  

We are still trying to get our visual and 

performing arts academy started, but ran into 

issues at the district level.  We are working 

through the struggles and hope to get the 

program started in the next few weeks. 

We are also still having our after school science 

academy.  This academy is overseen by Ms. 

Mehas.  We also are going to be having a fifth 

and sixth grade Mathletes team that will be 

starting. 

Please be on the lookout as I will be sending an 

email in the future that will give further 

information regarding GATE. 

Stone Lake Vision 

Our Leadership Team has been working 

on creating a school vision for Stone Lake 

that will guide our future work.  We 

worked to make the vision embody all the 

things that are important at our school. 

 

Stone Lake Vision Statement 

Stone Lake Elementary School will 

continue a tradition of high academic 

achievement in collaboration with staff, 

families, and students.  We will provide a 

safe environment that promotes hard 

work, independence, respect, 

responsibility, and tolerance while 

encouraging all learners to be successful 

in a culturally diverse society.  Our 

efforts, along with our partnership with 

the Stone Lake community, will enable 

all students to take pride and ownership 

in their school and continue on their path 

to college and career readiness. 

 

Stone Lake PTO-We Need You 

 

Participating in our PTO is a great way to really get involved in our school.  Our PTO meets on the 

second Tuesday of each month, and this meeting is open to all parents.  We encourage parents to 

attend the next PTO meeting as we will be voting to approve building a permanent shade structure in 

our kindergarten play yard.  We would love to have parent input on this large expenditure. Also 2015-

2016 PTO Board member nominations will be presented at the upcoming PTO General Meeting on 

Tuesday, April 14 @ 6 PM.  Nominations can be submitted to Kristen Beckner at 

vicepresident@stonelakepto.org.   

 

mailto:vicepresident@stonelakepto.org


 
 

 

 

 

 

Mathletes is Coming 

 

We will be offering another fun and 

exciting after school program for select 

fifth and sixth grade students.  Mrs. 

Moreno will be forming a Mathletes 

Team that will be going over to Toby 

Johnson on May 8th to compete against 

Franklin Region Elementary Schools.  

The rules limit teams to 20 students, 

and Mrs. Moreno will be sharing 

information and sign-up sheets with 

our B-Track students before they go off 

track. The rest of our students will 

receive the information next week.  

The sign-up form has the criteria for 

students to participate, and we hope 

this starts a tradition of Stone Lake 

Mathlete Teams. 


