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ELK GROVE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT ANNOUNCES MATH TEACHER MICHAEL 

STEELE AS A 2018 TEACHER OF THE YEAR  
 

 
ELK GROVE, Calif. – September 19, 2018 – The Elk Grove Unified School District called on a 
patrol of people to help surprise 2018 Teachers of the Year with the honor. One 2018 Teacher 
of the Year, Michael Steele — a math teacher at Franklin High School, was awarded his title by 
not just the prize patrol of officials, but also his mother, who works concessions at Franklin. 
 
Michael Steele grew up in the Elk Grove Unified School District and became interested in 
mathematics while in Mr. Knock’s math class at Harriet Eddy Middle School. He was inspired by 
the interesting teacher he had and now uses his passion for math to inspire his own students at 
Franklin High School. Steele was once again drawn to math while in Mr. Richmond’s 
pre-calculus class at Laguna Creek High School. 
 
Steele connects with students to help them engage in class and speak up, something he has 
learned to do himself as a teacher. He wants students to feel confident in his class, and the 
evidence of Steele’s success as a teacher is shown by his student’s love for the class and the 
letters of thanks and gifts he receives from current and former students.  
 
As a 2018 Elk Grove Unified Teacher of the Year, Steele went on to be honored as a 
Sacramento County Teacher of the Year. The Sacramento County Office of Education  
announced Friday, August 24 at a countywide teacher recognition dinner the two selections 
made for Sacramento County Teacher of the Year, which were selected by a committee of 
education professionals who interviewed each local district Teacher of the Year. View the video 
of Mr. Steele’s acceptance speech at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hXbgJtAg2NM 
 
 

About the Elk Grove Unified School District 

The Elk Grove Unified School District (EGUSD) is the fifth-largest school district in California 
located in southern Sacramento County. EGUSD covers 320 square miles and includes 67 
schools: 42 elementary schools, nine middle schools, nine high schools, five alternative 
education schools, an adult school, one charter school and a virtual academy. Offering a 
multitude of educational programs, including over 70 career-themed academies and pathways 
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within 15 industry sectors, we prepare our students for college and career by supporting them 
with the means to be creative problem solvers; self-aware, self-reliant and self-disciplined; 
technically literate; effective communicators and collaborators; and engaged in the community 
as individuals with integrity. We integrate rigorous academics with career-based learning and 
real world workplace experiences and ensure that Every Student is Learning, in Every 
Classroom, in Every Subject, Every Day to Prepare College, Career and Life Ready Graduates. 
 
For more information about the Elk Grove Unified School District, please visit www.egusd.net 
and follow us @ElkGroveUnified on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn, YouTube and 
Eventbrite. 
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