
DRESS AND GROOMING CODE GUIDELINES FOR STUDENTS  

(GRADES K-6) 

Parents or guardians have the primary responsibility for appropriate standards of dress and grooming.  The purpose of a 
dress and grooming code is to establish and maintain appropriate standards of dress and grooming that support a positive, 
wholesome, and safe learning and teaching environment, not to inhibit any person’s taste in attire or appearance.  Students 
should be clean and neatly dressed in a manner that will be decent, not hazardous to the health and safety of the students, 
and not disruptive or distracting from the educational program of the school.  The Elementary Education Division of the Elk 
Grove Unified School District believes that it is the responsibility of the schools to: 

* exercise their legal and ethical responsibility for establishing a classroom and campus atmosphere which 
creates the appropriate environment for learning and teaching; 

* establish and maintain appropriate standards of dress and grooming that support a positive, wholesome and 
safe learning environment; 

* enhance/support the classroom by providing guidance and direction in manners, decency, dress and grooming 
as elements of good citizenship; 

* acknowledge reasonable expression of individual taste or expression in clothing and grooming styles, but 
restrict dress or grooming which is distracting, dangerous, profane, inciteful/offensive to individuals or groups 
or simply inappropriate for a school setting; 

* support and encourage dress and grooming practices that will enable students to be successful in the world of 
work. 

1. Shoes must be worn at all times.  Shoes and shoe laces must match and be securely fastened to the foot. 

2. Clothing, hats, jewelry, and body markings must be free of writing, pictures, or any other insignia which are crude, 
vulgar, profane or sexually suggestive, or which advocate racial, ethnic or religious prejudice or the use of drugs 
or alcohol or gang affiliation. 

3. Students are allowed to wear hats only in outdoor areas during recesses.  Billed hats must be worn bill facing 
forward. 

4. Students will not be permitted to wear hair rollers, shower caps, hair rags, hair nets, or other such grooming items 
to school. 

5. No sagging pants are permitted.  “Saggy” pants are more than one size larger than the waist and cannot stay up 
without a belt.  Pants and bib overalls are to be properly fastened. 

6. All clothing shall be within the bounds of decency and good taste as appropriate for school.  Clothing that is 
disruptive to the learning environment will not be permitted. 

a. Clothes shall be sufficient to conceal undergarments at all times.  See-through or fish-net fabrics, halter tops, 
off-the-shoulder or low-cut tops, spaghetti straps, short/crop tops, tube tops, muscle shirts, bare midriffs and 
skirts or shorts shorter than mid-thigh are prohibited. 

b. Students must wear shirts at all times. 

7. Any apparel, jewelry, accessory, notebook, personal belonging, or manner of grooming which, by virtue of its 
color, arrangement, trademark, or other attribute which advocates drug or alcohol use, violence or disruptive 
behavior is prohibited. 

8. Any clothing or combination of clothing and/or accessories deemed or identified as gang apparel by the local law 
enforcement gang task force will not be permitted. Reference:  Education Code Section 48907 Elk Grove Unified 
School District BP 5145(a) and (b) 

Students violating the Dress and Grooming Code Guidelines will be issued a warning, may be provided appropriate 
clothing from the school’s clothes closet or may be sent home to change into appropriate clothing, if necessary.  
Confiscated items will not be released to the students.  Elitha Donner Elementary School is not responsible for 
loss or damage to any items worn to school. Parents must make arrangements to claim the item from the office.  
Repeated violations may result in disciplinary action according to Education Code 48900.  


