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Attention all you goblins, zombies, and dragon slayers! It’s that 

time of the year  we get to go from house to house and get free candy. This is the one night of 

the year that we can take candy from strangers, but we should always be safe! Follow these tips to have a spooky (but 

safe) Halloween. 

 When you choose a costume, make sure it is the correct size. If the costume is too big, you could trip or fall. If it 

is too tight, it will be very uncomfortable. When choosing a costume, make sure that you don’t have a mask. A mask can 

obstruct (that means block or prevent) your vision so you might not be able see the cars.  

Another tip is to have glow sticks or flashlights with you at all times. Not only does this let your parents see you 

better, but it also lets drivers see you better too. Sadly, children are twice as likely to be hit by a car on Halloween. 

The next tip is self-explanatory (that means it explains itself), never trust strangers. Do I have to explain this? I 

think you all should know the saying “stranger danger” or “don’t trust strangers.” If you haven’t heard the saying… um 

let’s just put it this way, people aren’t always who they say they are.    

 Always let your parents check 

Halloween Safety 
By Bailey King 

your candy. Do not be annoyed when they check it. Your parents are just trying 

to protect you. 

Lastly, NEVER go trick-or-treating without an adult. That way, you don’t 

get lost or wander too far from 

home. Adults can make sure the 

houses you are trick-or-treating at 

are safe. They can keep you safe 

from adults as well as other trick-or-

treaters. Remember, if the porch 

light is not on, they are not giving 

out candy. 

If you follow these safety 

tips this Halloween, you'll have a 

fun and spooky night of trick-or-treating... 

 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Ftouchtonalarms.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2014%2F03%2Fhalloween-safety.gif&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.touchtonalarms.com%2Fhalloween-safety%2F&docid=LfOaz6BBOFIuLM&tbnid=0TXJcPoFJnjFOM%3A&vet=10ahUKEw
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Instruments are pretty fun to play with. In fact, 

there are six main categories of musical instruments and 

almost 300 in each. So there are over fifteen hundred local 

instruments. That’s a lot!  

 It was created by a man named Bartolomeo Cristo-

fori. He was born on May 4, 

1655. He was also born in 

Italy in a city called Padua. A 

tale is told that he served as 

an apprentice to the great vio-

lin maker, Nicolo Amati. At 

age thirty-three, Cristofori 

was recruited to work for 

Prince Ferdinando de Medici. 

Ferdinando was a lover 

and patron of music. He 

met Cristofori passing through Padua on his way home 

from a carnival he attended in a city called Venice. Ferdi-

nando was looking for a new technician to take care of his 

many musical instruments. The prince wanted to hire Cris-

tofori not just as his technician, but specifically as an inno-

vator in musical instruments. 

 Cristofori was hired as an inventor. He thought of 

making the piano, but he was more focused about the notes 

as he made and tested his invention. The prince was evi-

dently amazed with machines and would thus be naturally 

interested in the mechanical action that was at the core of 

Cristofori’s work on the pi-

ano. 

 During the remain-

ing years of the seventeenth 

century, Cristofori invented 

two keyboard instruments before he began his work on the 

piano. One was called the spinettone and another was 

called a spinet. Spinettone was a type of harpsichord. It is 

Who Invented The Piano 
By: Joanna Ly 

Day of the dead is also called,”Dia de los Muer-

tos,” in Spanish which is the language spoken in Mexi-

co. Day of the dead is a Mexican holiday that is cele-

brated everywhere, even here in America. The family of 

the dead person or soul visits their grave in the cemetery, 

pray, and put up brightly colored decorations. Some of 

the decorations they use on the grave sites are sugar 

skulls, candles, and papel picados, or paper cut out ban-

ners. The main thing to remember about this special hol-

iday is that it is a celebration of the loved ones that 

passed, not a sad time.   

The Day of the Dead is a special holiday which 

is cele-

brated 

for three 

days. 

Starting 

at mid-

night on 

Oct. 

31st, 

they 

celebrate the children, known as angelitos or little an-

gels. On November 1st and 2nd, they celebrate the 

adults that passed away. People who are Mexican make 

something called an ofrenda which is made out of pic-

tures of the person who passed away. This ofrenda is 

usually placed somewhere in the house. They also put 

out food and drinks that the person liked when he or she 

was alive. Something else the families put on the ofrenda 

are flowers. One of the most popular flowers for this tra-

dition are the bright, orange marigolds. The families 

clean the graves, play music, and also play cards around 

the grave. Toys are placed for the angelitos, along with 

candies and Mexican bread. 

                       See “A Day” on  p. 5 

A Day To Remember 
By Maiya Lopez 

See “Piano” p. 5 

Illustration by Emily, Ms. Burnat 

Illustration by Maiya Lopez 
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 I’ve got a new scoop for you! Have you ever really 

noticed our wonderful garden right next to the D and F 

building? 

 The Carroll garden has been treated like royalty 

thanks to Ms. Deming and her little helping hands. So if 

you haven’t seen it, then you’re missing out on a lot . Here’s 

a little challenge for you guys. I dare you to go to the garden 

in your spare time even for a little bit.  I guaranteed you will 

not be disappointed. So if you ever pass by Ms. Deming or 

one of her students, thank them for making our school a 

little brighter. 

They planted 

pumpkins, but only 

two grew.  That 

didn’t stop them! 

They planted two 

hundred more and 

are still waiting for 

them to grow. They also planted ghost pumpkins which are 

white pumpkins. Can you imagine all the time it took to do 

this? 

 It all started as one messy dirt area with a whole 

bunch of weeds. Ms. Deming and her students were 

thoughtful enough to turn it into a pretty garden. It took a 

very, very long time to clean, but Ms. Deming’s little super-

heroes were there to do it. It 

took four garbage bags to 

clean only the weeds. 

 They used tools such 

as gloves, rakes, watering 

cans, and shovels. 

 Did you know that 

they hand watered their 

plants? Demetrius and Natalie watered all the plants on 

their own. 

Carroll Garden 

By Narjes Alkaikh 

See “Garden “ continued on  p. 5 

Winter is a fun season for taking a vacation. There 

are a lot of fun trips you can take. Some places are even 

really close to home. These vacation spots will hopefully 

be fun for you. 

One great place to go this 

time of year is Disneyland. 

They do amazing things 

for Halloween, Christmas, 

and New Years. Some 

rides and attractions are re-

themed to bring in the holiday spirit. At Halloween time, 

they have a huge Mickey pumpkin in the middle of Main 

Street that you can take pictures with. During this time, the 

Disney Villains have taken over Disneyland. You can even 

get special tickets to trick-or-treat there. During Christmas, 

it looks like a winter wonderland and they even have fake 

snow at night. It will probably be cold during this time so 

make sure to bundle up. If you’re lucky enough to get tick-

ets, you can ring in the New Year at Disneyland and watch 

the amazing fireworks. They have special shows and spe-

cial dining options. 

Another great place to go this time of year is Lake 

Tahoe. You can rent a cabin or stay at a hotel for a few 

days. It’s fun to play in the snow. You can build a snow-

man or have a snowball fight. You can even go sledding 

down a huge hill or try snowboarding or skiing. One more 

thing you can do is build a snow fort. 

 If you can’t go out of town, that’s ok. There are so 

many fun spots near you. One spot that isn’t too far is the 

Fab 40s. It’s an area in Sacramento where a lot of homes 

are decorated for the holidays with amazing lights. You 

can ride in a car and watch from inside or you can walk 

the streets. You can really feel the holiday cheer. Home-

End of Year Vacation 

Spots 
By Gavin Haymond 

See “Vacation” p.4 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/harshlight/8085454751
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 Do you like to sing? Well, your in luck. Our school has 

a primary choir that is open to all 1st-3rd graders. The three 

amazing teachers Mrs. Hickman, Mrs. Hill, and Mrs. Ghilain 

noticed that there weren’t that many activities to do after 

school for primary. The teachers all love music, and it’s been a 

while since the school had a choir, so they came up with the 

idea of a primary choir. 

Don’t worry if you’re shy, and too afraid to join. A 

choir is a group. You’re not singing by yourself. If you mess up, 

the teacher is there to conduct you. The teachers are also singing 

along with you in case you forget the words, so that way you 

won’t stand out if you don’t want to be noticed. These three 

teachers really love music! One of them also got to sing in a 

school choir. She even got to sing in Carnegie Hall in New 

York. Can you guess who the teacher is? It is Mrs. Hick-

man!  Mrs. Hill and Mrs. Ghilain also love music. All of these 

teachers think that music brings joy to people’s lives. They truly 

encourage you guys to come and join. 

Music is a wonderful thing to learn. Think of it as anoth-

er language. You could learn a whole new language! Believe it 

or not, learning music makes you smarter. Albert Einstein once 

said, “Life without playing music is inconceivable  to me. I live 

my daydreams in music. I see my life in terms of music… I get 

most of joy in life by music.” 

This opportunity is incredible. If you want to join, fill 

out the form. You don’t even have to audition to be in it. The 

rehearsals are from 2:30-3:30 on 

Wednesdays and Thursdays. During rehearsals, you do 

some warm ups to get your voice ready to sing. Then 

after you do all your vocal exercises, you start working 

on your music pieces by going over the lyrics, melody, 

and harmonies. 

Now for a sneak peek. This year’s theme is 

Broadway, New York City (NYC). So you will be sing-

ing songs from Broadway musicals. In the fall, you do a 

concert to show off all your hard work. The concert is 

on November 15, at 6:00.  Does the choir sound inter-

esting to you? Who knows, maybe you could be the 

next superstar! 

 

Our School Choir  

By Zoey Milburn 

Continued on next column 

owners decorate 

for both Halloween 

and Christmas. You 

don’t have to go on 

the exact holiday. 

Last time I went I 

saw Santa and he was handing out candy canes! An-

other time he was handing out hot chocolate! The 

best part is the whole experience is free. 

Another spot is the Winter Wonderland at 

Cal Expo. They have light displays that represent 

landmarks of the world like the Taj Mahal and The 

Great Wall of China.  

Finally, you could also go to a pumpkin 

patch near you. Some even have petting zoos. You 

can find your way through a corn maze or go do arts 

and crafts. Fog Willow and Keema’s are pumpkin 

patches that are really close. 

If you ever think about going out of town or 

going on a day trip, consider all these options. 

 What’s your favorite vacation spot? 

“Vacation” Continued from page 3 

https://pixabay.com/en/music-note-music-note-musical-notes-1967480/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/boltron/4231880505
https://www.flickr.com/photos/bensonkua/3131722054
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Italian for “big spinet”. A spinet is a smaller type of harpsi-

chord. He also created a harp like instrument called a 

clavicytherium. 

Bartolomeo Cristofori was admired and respected in 

his own lifetime for his work on the piano. He died on Janu-

ary 27,1731 at age 75. Cristofori brought many others joy 

with this powerful instrument and the piano still exists to-

day.   

 Can you guess 

how long it takes for 

them to grow? Well if 

you guessed 100 days, 

you’re right. Can you 

imagine waiting a hun-

dred days for a plant to 

grow? 

 They also 

planted lima beans, 

which grew, but were eaten by insects, along with red, 

yellow, and orange tomatoes. 

 

My grandfather died before I was born, and he 

was Mexican, so we celebrate this tradition also. There 

are Aztec dancers at the cemetery dancing in traditional 

clothes decorated with bright feathers. They drummed, 

danced in a circle, and burned incense. It was quite inter-

esting and very crowded. We also visited an outdoor festi-

val later that day that had folkloric dancers and very, very 

tall sugar skull puppets on stilts. There was all kinds of 

Mexican artwork and food to enjoy. It was a really fun 

day, and I learned a lot. Some simple and fun ways to 

learn more about the Day of the Dead, is by watching the 

movies Book of Life and Coco. Dia de los Muertos is a great 

holiday to celebrate and remember the friends and family 

that have passed on. 

 

“A Day” Continued from page 2 

“Garden” Continued from p. 3 “Piano” continued from p. 2 

Illustration by Xandyre, Ms. Burnat 

Hand watering the 2nd grade garden 
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             Last Issue’s Staff Member:  Guess this issue’s Staff Member 

  Look for the answer in the next issue of the Chronicle!         Mrs. Milburn 

Word on the Blacktop: What will you be for Halloween? 

Kristen 

Perkins/1st 

I am going to be a deer. 

Alex 

Perkins/1st 

I will be Captain  

America 

Aiden 

Burnat/1st 

I am going to be a 

Zombie 

Crystal 

Leon/2nd 

I will be an angel. 

Brianna 

Hill/2nd 

I will be a gossip vam-

pire. 

Joshua 

Ghilian/3rd 

Not sure yet, maybe a 

werewolf. 

McKenna 

Noya/ Kinder 

I want to be Lily from 

Peter Rabbit. 

Yohanna 

Lee/1st 

I’m not sure, I might be 

a knight. 

Peter 

Leon/2nd 

I am going to be Foxy. 

Navreen 

Nelson/2nd 

I want to be a Fortnite 

character. 


