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H  a  l  l  o  w  e  e  n 
Have you ever wondered about 

the history behind Halloween 

superstitions and “trick-or-

treating”, or why it is bad luck for a black cat to cross 

your path? What about the powerful myth behind witch-

es? Halloween is a time of candy, costumes and spooky 

stories. But, what is this strange tradition really all 

about? 

Halloween originated from the Celtic festival in Sam-

hain. The day before November 1st (October 31), people 

thought the dead walked amongst them as ghosts. Peo-

ple put food and wine on their doorstep believing it 

would ward off the ghosts and spirits. Whenever people 

had to walk outside on October 31, they wore masks 

hoping to blend in with the actual ghosts. A church in 

Samhain celebrated All Saint’s Day, or All Hallow’s 

Day in the 8th century. All Hallow’s Day was later 

shortened to Halloween. 

Have you ever heard of souling or guising? Well, you 

may have heard of their modern name Trick or Treat. 

Souling originated in medieval Britain on November 

2nd. The poor would  bake cakes for the wealthy if, in 

return, they would pray for their long gone relatives. 

This is called souling. Guising was when people would 
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Where can you find giant tortoises that can live over 100 years, birds with 

blue feet, or the only type of marine lizard on the planet? That’s right! It’s the 

Galapagos Islands, one of the most unique places on earth. The Galapagos 

Islands are a group of nineteen volcanic islands over 500 miles west of Ecua-

dor. What makes it so special and different? Well, it is so far away from the 

mainland that it is very difficult for any outside animals to travel there. The 

animals that have live there have adapted and changed in very  

Galapagos Islands Continued on page 4 

“Elk Grove Long Ago”            p. 2 

“Chronicle Cliffhanger”            p. 2 

“One on One”                 p. 3 

“California Drought”            p. 4 

“New PE Program”              p. 5 

“Teacher’s Point of View”         p. 5 

“Guess the Staff”            p. 5 

“Word on the Blacktop”            p. 6 

Halloween Word Search            p. 6 

By Samantha Hall and Faith Provost 

Continued on page 2 

THE CARROLL 

CHRONICLE 
A NEWSPAPER FOR CARROLL ELEMENTARY SINCE 2013                            ISSUE no. 10, Fall 2015 



 

 

 give food, wine, or money.    

    Long ago, when women cured impossible illnesses, it 

was considered black magic. These women were then labeled 

as wise ones or “witches”. European immigrants then brought 

the idea of witches to America and they were later associated 

with Halloween. 

     Black cats are considered bad luck because witches 

could supposedly turn into them at night. It all started because 

of an English folktale which tells of a father and son who were 

walking home when they saw a black cat run in front of them. 

They then threw stones at it. Afterwards it ran to a nearby 

“witch's” cottage. The next morning, when they passed by the 

women that lived in the cottage the cat ran to, they saw she 

had bruises and cuts as if something like stones had been 

thrown at her. The father and son then made the false connec-

tion that the cat was a witch in another form. 

    We celebrate this holiday for some mysterious and in-

teresting reasons.  Halloween’s origins and traditions are quite 

strange, and current celebrations trace back to old myths and 

superstitions.  Halloween is an amazing yet unusual holiday. 

Halloween continued from page 1 

Elk Grove Long Ago 
By Ella Tracy 

We all know what Elk Grove is like now, but what about 

how it came to be. Have you ever thought about that? Let us 

start  over 150 years ago. James Hall, founder of our dear 

town, came in the 1850s to build the Elk Grove House and 

Stage Stop. It was built across the Monterey Trail for travelers 

between Sutter’s Fort and Monterey. During  that time, Elk 

Grove was part of a unit of local government called a town-

ship. Within the township, farmers were granted 80 acres of 

land with one house per 80 acres. That’s a lot of land! 

  A decade later (1860s) Elk Grove started to get settled. A 

railroad was built 

one mile east of 

Elk Grove. Imag-

ine being on the 

train passing 

through our town 

over 150 years 

ago! All you 

would see would be farms. The farming in Elk Grove was 

mainly dairy, wheat, and corn. The Main Street in Elk Grove 

had businesses that supported the farmers, a restaurant, a ho-

tel, and a bar. The law enforcement consisted of a constable to 

protect our town. 

  For nearly a century, people just farmed so Elk Grove 

wasn’t very exciting. In the 1950s and the years following, the 

town slowly came together. The constable was replaced by a 

deputy sheriff in the 1950s. In 2000 Elk Grove finally got a 

mayor. 

Fun Facts:  

How did Elk Grove get its name? Here are a few theories. 

1.   Elk roamed the land and came from the mountains    

to get water from the Cosumnes River. 

 

2.  A number of elk horns were found buried in the 

groves of elk trees. 

 

3.  James Hall lived in Missouri and there was an area 

near him called Elk Grove. 

 

The Chronicle Cliffhanger 
By Nika Mazloom 

  
 In each edition you will get some clues about the mys-
tery and get to know a little more about each character. At the 
end of the year the mystery will be solved. Can YOU solve it? 

 On the day of July 13, 1927 there was a piece of 

jewelry stolen from a museum in Elk Grove. Seventeen 

people were at the scene, yet only five people were sus-

pects: 

1. Chester Croft, a rich, rude employee at the muse-
 um. 

 
2. Elmer Livingston, a kind and fancy dressed 
 chauffeur. 

 
3. Eugene Archibald, a kind, handsome butler. 

 
4. Herbert Elswood, a poor, homeless father of 
 three. 

 
5. Thelma Farley, a sweet and obedient maid. 

 Continued on page 3 
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Cliffhanger from page 2 
It was a hot and sunny day. Many people were out and 

about. Some were out running errands, while others were 

just simply enjoying the weather. But, everyone felt a sen-

sation of mystery in the air. 

 A grand place that many people enjoyed going to 

on these types of days was the Elk Grove museum, which 

had once been known as the Elk Grove House.  It was 

always busy, especially today, because there was one new 

exhibit. An ancient, one hundred fifteen carat diamond 

necklace had been shipped all the way from New Jersey. 

The necklace had belonged to a museum that planned to 

close down. Now, I won’t tell you the name of the other 

museum because it is very, how to put it...secretive. The 

day went fine until at 4:27 p.m., when everyone in that 

area heard a scream, “THE NECKLACE HAD BEEN 

STOLEN!” 

 “NECKLACE STOLEN FROM ELK GROVE 

MUSEUM” was the headline for the Elk Grove Weekly 

newspaper the next day. Many detectives were on the 

case, but there was one special detective. His name was 

Bert Anderton. He had been on the case all day long 

looking for fingerprints. The idea came to him to inter-

view the suspects. He thought he might be able to figure it 

out by their nervousness, or at least get some clues. 

 “Yesterday, what exhibit were you at, at 4:27 

p.m.?”  “I don’t exactly know. I was just walking around, 

doing what I always do, watch people do stuff, and wait 

for my lunch break. I never even looked at my watch. I 

don’t even know why I have it. Now, let me be,” replied 

Chester Croft. The detective soon realized that this was 

what many people said. “ Aye,yi,yi. This is probably one 

of the most difficult mysteries I’ve ever had to crack,” 

Bert thought to himself.  To be continued! 

Here are a few clues to help Bert crack the case: 

 1. It was a two person crime. 

 2. Both people were very kind. Good luck! 

 

One on One With 

Our Fearless Leader 
By Olivia Edmiston 

Have you ever wondered 

what it’s like to be a prin-

cipal? Here is a little bit 

about our very own prin-

cipal. 

Mr. Hauder was born on 

January 7, 1954 in Lin-

coln, Nebraska where he 

lived till 4 years of age, then moved to California. As a 

student he was a very talkative and silly kid. Before be-

coming a principal, Mr. Hauder had many jobs, includ-

ing a math specialist, a reading specialist, taught 4th and 

5th grade, was a salesman, and ran a couple of stores 

before getting into education. Mr. Hauder was hired at 

Carroll in 2006 when the school was not fully built.  

Mr. Hauder finds out about your learning by 

looking at your report cards, recent tests, and observa-

tions in classrooms. The best part of being at school for 

Mr. Hauder is walking in classrooms and having kids 

talk to him. The most interesting part of his job is that 

he’s always learning new things all the time. If he could 

be in someone else's shoes for the day, he would want to 

be a kid in a classroom and compare that to when he was 

a student. 

What does the future hold for Mr. Hauder? If 

and when Mr. Hauder retires he wants to open a chil-

dren's book store with a variety of books. 

Next time you see Mr. Hauder you'll know a lit-

tle more about him.  
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unique ways over time. In fact, some of the animals that 

live there can’t be found anywhere else on Earth!  

 The Galapagos Tortoise is a giant tortoise that can 

weigh over 500 pounds and live for well over 100 years. 

The Marine Iguana is 

the only species of liz-

ard that can swim in 

the water. The Galapa-

gos Islands are also 

home to one of the 

smallest species of penguins, the Galapagos Penguin. They 

are the only penguins found north of the equator in the 

wild. Though the Blue-Footed-Booby (a type of aquatic 

bird) can be found in other areas of Central and South 

America, over half of the population nest on the Galapa-

gos Islands. These funny-looking birds have turquoise blue 

feet, a color that comes from the fish they eat. 

 With the Galapagos Islands being such a special 

place and home to so many cool animals, the United Na-

tions has identified it as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, 

which means that it is one of our planet’s treasures. 97% of 

the land across the island is a national park, and 27,000 

square miles of surrounding ocean is protected. People 

only live on five of the islands, about 25,000 people in to-

tal, but many come to visit and study the island and its 

environment each year. Maybe one day, one of those peo-

ple can be you! 

The California Drought 
By Evyn Behr 

   

 The severe drought in California has been 

going on for five blazin’ years now. Governor Brown 

called for a 25% reduction to California’s urban wa-

ter use this year. Lakes and rivers are drying out all 

across California. California’s snowpack is as low as 

it's been in over 500 years. This is as low it’s been 

since Christopher Columbus came to the Americas. 

The snowpack provides 30% of California's water 

supply. This means that if the snow pack dries up, 

30% of California’s water will be gone!!!  

 An example of the effects of the drought is 

Lake Oroville. In 2011, the level was 800 feet out of 

910 feet of capacity. In 2015, the water levels were 

683 feet 

out of 

910 

feet, 

and 

lakes 

all over California are the same. 

    One thing that might help slow the drought is 

El Niño.  An El Niño is when the Pacific Ocean 

warms up causing unusual wet weather. Scientists 

believe that this may be one of the largest El Niño in 

history. If El Niño hits Southern California, they 

don't have enough facilities to store the water. North-

ern California has many reservoirs and aqueducts to 

hold the waters of El Niño. Therefore, Northern Cal-

ifornia stores a majority of the water for the entire 

State of California.  It would be more beneficial to 

California if El Niño hit Northern California. 

You can help conserve water by not watering 

your lawn,  taking shorter showers, and replacing 

grass with plants that need less water. The drought 

has changed California dramatically.  Let's all do our 

part to conserve water for the life of California. 

“World of Wonder” from page 1 
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The New Physical Education 

Program 

An interview with Mr. Quidgeon 

By Kylie Wanner 

 Have you noticed there’s a new physical educa-

tion (P.E.) program at Carroll? The purpose of the new 

P.E program is to provide physical education to students 

using Common Core State Standards (CCSS).  CCSS are 

an updated set of academic standards that have been devel-

oped with the intention of unifying learning expectations 

for students across all states. 

         Mr. Quidgeon, aka Mr. Q., 

describes some of the aspects of 

P.E. as physical fitness aware-

ness, healthy eating, and being 

active during your daily life. Mr. 

Q. explained, “Being in the class-

room for 20 years was a wonder-

ful experience. However, teach-

ing P.E. is an opportunity to teach students in a different 

environment. It’s an environment I enjoy.” He also said 

that the opportunity to interact with almost every student 

at Carroll is his favorite aspect.  

Mr. Q. expressed some valuable points about 

physical fitness.  “At Carroll Elementary the new P.E. pro-

gram is just starting and improvements are happening all 

the time. Students are learning to move with purpose, see 

physical fitness in their daily lives, and how physical fit-

ness completes a person’s wellbeing.”  

You may be wondering what students think about 

the P.E. program?  Mr. Quidgeon taught us some new 

techniques for throwing a ball and Isabel Valdez said she 

found these techniques valuable.  Kennedy Robinson said, 

“I like how Mr. Quidgeon makes exercising fun.” Another 

student named Simrat Kaur loves how Mr. Q teaches eve-

ryone to be hardworking.  Mia McFarlane likes the games 

Mr. Q prepares. 

I think it’s great to have Mr. Q as a P.E instructor.  

So, when you see Mr. Quidgeon, tell him what you like 

about P.E. 

A Teacher’s Point of View 

By Aleeze Ali  

 Have you ever wondered what the teachers all 

around you are thinking and possibly why they do certain 

things? There may be certain times when a teacher does 

something to you that makes you think: Why? A teacher is 

human just like you and every human has their own 

thoughts. Well, for those thoughtful or curious kids out 

there, TEACHERS ARE NOT ROBOTS THAT DON’T 

THINK ABOUT THEMSELVES! 

 Teachers may all think differently on many occa-

sions, but they have many more things in common than 

people may realize. Students and teachers both come to 

school to socialize and work. Teachers chat with each oth-

er the same way students do 

 The main reason students and teachers come to 

school is to do work. But some of the things certain teach-

ers like to do during their free time are eat and get extra 

work done, which (for those of you who haven’t realized 

yet) many students do as well. I also know for sure that 

teachers aren’t the only ones who look forward to food, 

because there are many students everyday that look for-

ward to eating lunch or snack. 

 Have you ever wondered what the new student in 

your class might be thinking about their new surroundings? 

For new teachers and students alike, I wonder: How do 

you like Carroll Elementary? 

 “I like it here very much,” replies Ms. Cha, who 

first came to Carroll Elementary last year. “ The teachers 

here are kind and helpful and the students here are kind 

and respectful, and there’s good leadership here.” I am cer-

tain that there is at least one kid out there who feels similar 

to what a new teacher might feel. 
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Guess the Carroll Staff Members 

Last Issue’s Staff Member: 

Ms. Anderson 
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Word on the Blacktop 
What are you going to be for Halloween? 

 
Harvin 

Kindergarten 

Mrs.Noya 

“I am going to be Su-

perman!” 

Michaella 

6th Grade 

Mr. Baur 

“For Halloween, I am 

going to be one of the 

three b’s : bear, bunny, 

or Batman.” 

Brooklynn 

3rd Grade 

Mrs. Rutherord 

“On Halloween Day, I 

am going to be a witch.” 

Aaron 

Kindergarten 

Mrs. Mainville 

“I am going to be a pi-

rate for Halloween.” 

Ralynn 

Kindergarten 

Mrs. Mainville 

“I am going to be Mal. 

She has magic and can 

change people’s hair.” 

Dominic 

5th Grade 

Mr. Seifert 

“I am going to be a 

scary clown!” 

 

Mariala 

3rd Grade 

Mrs. Washington and  

Mrs. Robbins 

“I’m going to be Cat-

woman on Halloween.” 

Isabella 

4th Grade 

Mr. Deitsch 

“I’m going to be a 

cheerleader.” 


